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editorial opinion

Respect opihion difference

A comment heard recently in the midst
of a heated argument over a zoning contro-
versy was “I think it's just like Watergate
— it's part of the same kind of attitude.”

In this over-generalized phrase is voiced
an eroding confidence in government. in
general,

While the.moral climate of the country
is being questioned by ‘many Americans,
and to’a good effect, one sometimes feels
the “spillover” is splashing a bit too far.

Perhaps those people with real gripes
against “city hall,” wherever it may be,
should consider a-couple of rules of keep-
ing it a clean fight.

- There is nothing unethical about repre-
senting a special interest, group or even
(shudder) big business.

What is unethical for a politician‘is con-

cealing exactly which special interest he
represents. Deciding whether or not a poli-
tician represents your interest ought to be
the main consideration at: the polis.

A TYPICAL CASE in point is zoning,
always a touchy subject. Often-a council-
man enters “public hearings” with a mind
firmly made up. ! -

This kind of stand islirritating to a
homeowner opposed to a' particular pro-
ject, and is just cause to;vote against the
individual in the future.

But it is unwarranted tocarry a justifia-
ble difference of opinion to the extreme of
accusations of criminal conduct, bribes,
ete.—rhetgric which flys without substan-
tiation easily these days. ;

One should not have to agree with a poli-
tician, or even vote for hiin, to respect an
honest difference of opinion.

nyClé safety for young and old

i .

Once again we are in the midst of that time of
year when bicyclists are coming out qf winter hi-
bernation and already are showing sifns of mak-
ing things rough for motorists on high traffic
freeways. . .

Conservalive 'estimates indicate there are more
than three million bicycles in Michigan and that
.by 1875 there will be more bicycles than motor
vehicles on the roads. These same forecasters
predict 1974 will be one of the biggest years in the
bicycle business due to the energy crisis and es-
pecially the gasoline shortage.

Just to add another element to a traffic prob-
lem that is already big enough, we have daylight
'saving time this year which we didn't at this time
‘a year ago.

i

NOT MANY YEARS ago motorists had to be
on the alert for youngsters and teens on bikes.
That situation has changed in the past two or three
summers, and now there are nearly as many adults
astride the two-wheelers as the younger set.
than 50 percent of the cases. i

And would you believe it? The older bicyclists
don't follow laws and safety rules governing bikes
any more thanithe youngsters.

1t doesn’t make any difference whether you are
driving along a highway in Southfield, Farm-
ington, Garden City or Westland or along School-
craft Road through Redford Township, Livonia
and Plymouthi Township or ori Hines Parkway as
it winds through Westland, Livonia, Plymouth city
and township [and into Northville Township and
‘city - the story is the same: Keep an eye out for
‘bieyelists. |

Like motorists, cyclists must obey motor ve-
hicle laws. First and perhaps most important, and
the'one most violated, is that the bike rider must
ride WITH traffic on-highways, not against it, as
S0 mal ‘parems are prone to instruct their chil-

ren. ! :

Statistics from the Michigan State Safety Com-
mission show ‘that more than 50 persons lost their
lives in motor vehicle - bicycle accidents in 1972,

and personal injury. accidents increased sharply. *

The bicyclist| was found to be at fault in more
than 50 per cent of the cases.

‘Thus, someé of the Michigan laws affecting bi-
cyclists should be repeated. Remember the same
caution for autoists applies to cyclists: **The life
you save may, be your own.” .

FOLLOWING ARE some of the state laws that
“bieyelists should be aware of and should follow to
theletter:
f

, From our readers

Why no delivery?

quick and the dead, you sure have

1. You must ride with the flow of traffic, on the
right side of the road. |

2. You must ride as near tojthe right side of the
roadway as practicable.

3. Bicyclists must not ride' more than two side,
by side at any time on any public streets.

4. Whenever a usable path|has beén provided,
the law requires bicyelists to juse them instead of
the streets. 1

5. You are not allowed on’ limited access high-
ways such as expressways.

6. Sidewalk riding is against the law in some
communities but legal in others. Check all com-

. munities you plan to go through before making

trips. |

7. Where sidewalk riding ‘is permitted, bicycl-
ists must yield right - of - way to pedestrians.
When approaching pedestrians, the cyclists must
signal, using the required horn|or bell.

8. You must come to a complete stop at all stop-
signs and red or yellow traffic lights. It aiso is
necessary to obey all yield sign‘s.

9. Use hand signals. Bicyclists are required to
signal their intentions, just like motorists.

10. It's against the law to /“hitch™ a tow by
holding on to a moving vehicle.:

1L 1t is dangerous and illegal to ride between
Tines of traffic, even to pass sidw moving cars. On
two - way streets, cyclists must pass on the left of
vehicles moving in the same direction. On one -
way streets, cyclists should \‘lse an unoccupied
lane. "

12. When a rider gets off ‘his bike to walk, he
becomes a pedestrign. Where| no sidewalks are
available. he must walk his bike facing traffic.

13. Bikes are generally for oljle person only. The
banana seat is not for two riders. It is illegal to
ride anyoné on handlebars or cross bar.

14, At night, bicycles must-have an attached
head lamp which will shine at least 500 feet ahead

and a red reflector must be atached to the rear

of the bike. L

If you are a bicyclist, th‘en‘you should digest
these rules and regulations. If you do, chances
are you won't encounter any trouble this year. If
you don't. then be prepared to fun into some diffi-
culties with the men in blue.. .

After all, with more than three million bikes on
the streets and highways this spring and summer,
the police have to enforce the laws for the protec-
tion of all. )

city members of the Farmington
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st state in combined land and
he Mississippi?
What state rankd seventh in population?

_ What state h e headquarters of all automo-
bile companies inthe United States and produces
more motor vehiciés'than any state, by far?

first in cereal preparations,
ture, non-ferrous castings
inc and lead castings, hard-
es, furniture, buildings and

conveyors?
the largest number of winter
sports centers? ;i
What state ha

WHAT S.’I‘A’I'I;‘Agas the largest commercial de-
posit of native copfier in the world?

‘What state has thé largest limestone quarry?
‘What state is the nations’ top salt producer?
eater variety of minerals—
ta!llic—than any comparably

What state wag’l first to provi.de in its Consti-
tution for the establishment of public libraries?

2 more than 11,000 inland lakes ’
and more than 36,000 miles of streams?

-ries, cucw

¢

" Look'about you-

.
What state started the first lénd-grant college?
_ What state has the first state university estab-
Itl.ShE"d by vote of the pegple through their Constitu-..
lon

WHAT STATE has the longest fresh-water

. shoreline?

In what state are there locks through which
more tonnage passes in an eight-month navigation
season than through the Panama Canal in a nor-
maj year? N

In what state are you never more than six miles
from a lake or a stream?

What state was the first to guarantee every child
the right to tax-paid high school education?

WHAT STATE leads the nation in the produe-
tion of red tart cherries, dry edible beans, bluéber-
ers for pickles, gladiolus bulbs, east-
ern white winter wheat and hot-house rhubarb?

The answer to each of these questions and many
similar ones is, our own Michigan. .

Next week is Michigan Week.

“Si quaeris peninsul i i
If you seek a pleasant peninsula, look about you.

| Cﬁbsefvotion
Point -

Freeways andjthe “automobile made the sub-
urbs possible, butit was their educational systems
which enabled themn;to grow and prosper. For if the
car gave inner city families the mobility to live in
one place and work in another, .it was the ex-
cellence of the sifblirban system that gave them a
powerful impetus'to move, .

And when the history of the suburbs in Detroit
'is finally writter; I suspect that in addition to the
anecdotes aboutthe early city fathers and aggres-
sive land developérs, we will find the influence of
school people—stibtle, shadowy, yet always perva-
sive. Indeed, I have a notion that one of the key
factors in determining whether a particular sub-
urb grew and prospered was the quality of the
school system. .
This column isiabout-one of the schoolmen who
made these suburbs: Rolland Upton, “Ron” to
nearly everybody'who know him for more than five
seconds, who retires at thexend of June as Superin-
tendent of the Livonia Schools.

BUT THIS ig also about one of the most re-
markable men' thave ever met, so filled with wit
and wisdom, so driven by good will and dedication

. to children, that when he walks into a room you
have the feeling that the ceiling has risen by about
six inches. 3

He worked fgr;the Livonia school system for
more than a decide, as & suprintendent and busi-
ness manager Wlio ran a $40 million plus operation
with an iron hagd,:as a labor negotiator who could
hang tough riglit’down to the strike deadline and
afterward retaifi:the respect and even affection of
the union leadership, as & politician who deployed
teachers and parents in unceasing and Maciavel-
lian maneuvers to get millages passed, as a vision-
ary who urged building an auditorium in Livonia to
make the city the national center ffr performing
theater arts for children.

iy, colorless school officials who
e was an gutsize, blazing splash

inhabit our sta
of color. - .
One day after the school rules on hair length

1

He laughed last

wete relaxed and he was getting much heat from
one of the coaches, Upton bought a shoulder length
black wig: He put it on, buzzed for the stubborn
codch to come into his office, whirled around on his
chair, and grinned “Get the point?” at'the startled
and crestfallen man. .

He went to Chicago on a convention with some"
members of the school board. Standing high in the
hotel with one of the members who had clashed
with, him repeatedly over the years, Upton turned
innocently and remarked:Please don't jump.
They'd never believe me back home.” i

SUCH AN unchained wit, when coupled with a
driving determination to make the school system
the focal point of the community! made him
enemies. N

But I think it was his considerable intellectual
honesty which made him charge full steam ahead
in behalf of causes he believed in, rather than take
what might have been the more effective, if less
direct, more stealthy approach.

His challenge—and perhaps his greatest lega-
cy—was to build the school system to meet the
surging population growth of the city. Of the four
high schools in Livonia, three were built under his
direction; at one time, the school system was build-
ing an average of two classrooms per week, just to

* keep up with growth. He needed results, quickly, to

meet the needs; his methods got the results,

- "But his contributions go farther. He wasa pr:ime
mover in the capital fund campaign.to build. the

Farnily Y. He was instrumental in getting the
city's youth employment and drug commission
programs into action: .

. He made his community sit up, take notice, and
get action. In so doing, he made liars out of those
who claim that the suburbs are homogonized mas-
ses of mediocrity.

P} miss him, and when I think of him in years
to come I'll remember one of his lines: “He who
laughs, lasts.”

From our readers —

To the Editor:

1 read the article about Mrs.
Wilke and the mail box situation
on West 10 Mile west of Inkster
and I was very-interested. I noticed

to be quick or be dead picking up
the mail. - X

1 do hope the postal people will
see the light,

Mildred Musselman

Phantoms 'track and field team
and your efforts In producing the
articles and pictures which have
appeared in The Farmington Ob-
server & Eccentric.

These articles have helped
greatly to promote public interest

* that mail is delivered on both sides

of 10 Mile between Middlebelt and
Orchard Lake-Road so why not be-
tween Middlebelt and Inkster?

Ten Mile has a lot of fast traffic.
1 know because we live on the
north side and:we have to cross the
road to get our mail and it is very
hazardous for us older citizens. 1
presume you hfave heard about the

Thanks
To the Editor:

Farmington Hills

The Farmington Optimist Club
members express their sincere
thanks and appreciation for every-
thing you have done to obtain
transportation for the three inner-

in the team and have been instru-
mental in iinspiring the team to
greater achievement for success in
the Michigan Wheelchair Games
at Wayne State|University on May
10th and 11th.

vl Art Pusey

. . Vice-President
Farmington Optimist Club
s | May5, 1974
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A personal \{endetta?

"To the Editor: i ¢

The Attorney. General of this
state, elected by the people is at-
tempting, through distorted and
misleading stafements, to influ-
ence the Michif:zZfi Public Service
Commission toy iss Michigan
Bell's request much-needed
rate increase.

For reasons Upknown, Mr. Kel-
ley is carrying on:a personal ven-
detta against all of the state’s ma-
jor utilities, and in so doing he is
grossly affecting the personal lives
of every citizenof:this state. In his
misguided campaign of recent
years to force ‘tility earnings to
the lowest pg%ﬁle level, he has

failed to visualfe the long range
consequences tg, the economy . of
this State. 3 .

He is a majét factor in the de-
pressed earning3 not-only of Michi-
gan Bell, but ¢f all other major
utilities in the 3tate as well.’

Michigan Bell has reported that

its profit level 5o far this year ha§

dropped to 6.6ipercent,

the copies of the documents to the
Attorney General's office, Mr. Kel-
ley filed a 20-page motion to dis-
miss the company’s ‘applicatjen
Obviously the time interval pgr-
mitted no consideration what-
soever of the merits of the compa-
ny’s case.

As a result, Mr. Kelley's action
does not represent the careful
weighing of all considerations
which Michigan Bell, along with
all other citizens, is entitled to re-
ceive from the state’s chief legal-
officer.

Michigan Bell has asked for an
overall rate of return of 9.58 per-
cent which includes-a 12.4 percent
return on the equity (common

-stock) portion of its investment.

As a comparison, the commis-
sion granted General Telephone of
Michigan, the states second largest
communications company, a 12.75
percent equity return in 1971, and
recently approved a return of 12.12
percent for both the Detroit Edi-
son Co. and C s Power Co.

with the 7.87 petcent return on net
plant investment previously ap-
proved by the commission, Interest
charges on morﬁ it has borrowed
to finance constRuction-are consid-
erably higherf{han 6.6 percent,
thus making siich a profit level
clearly confisca!;ory.

' Michigan Bgll has further
pointed out that;despite three rate
inereases in thelast four years, its
return for 1973j\as lower than in
1968 when the;burrent round of
rate requests stirted.

Michigan Bell; in submitting its
latest request on April 23 of this
year, supported,its position with
hundreds of pages of evidence, tes-
timony and oth’r;documents. Yet,
within three rs of delivery of

To be able to improve upon and
tain the D ¢

cations system now available to
the citizens of this state, the Michi-
gan Bell Telephone Co. must be as-
sured of a strong financial base. To
gain this base it must be treated
fairly in all areas relative to the
structure of its rates. Being a util-
ity does not exclude a company
fr(:m the present inflationary spi-
ral. | k

This is not the time, nor is the
office of the State’s Attorney Gen-
eral the place to bring politics into
an area that deeply affects the day
to day life of every person living,
visiting or traveling in this State.

Being a regulated company,

Michigan Bell is entitled to a full,
fair and impartial hearing. To
deny this would be contrary to law
and to the commission’s lawful
responsibilities. i
. Robert Byron
Farmington Hills,
. May 6, 1974

Cycle trails needed
To the Editor: |

1 would like to comment on
Southfield’s serious lack of pedes-
trian and bicycle rights of way.’
Southfield is no longer a rural
community—it is a sprawling me-
tropolis and traffic is becoming
heavier every day, yet next to
nothing has been done to provide
for sidewalks and/or bicycle rights
of way along major thoroughfares.

1 have lived in this community
for five years, and although itis a
nightmare driving from one area
of the city to another during much
of the day, it is a nightmarish, life-
risking venture for those persons
trying to walk or bicyclealong ma-
jor roads. Many youngsters are
bused to sehool not because of the
distance involved, but because
there is no alternative.

To those for whom the automo:
bile is as necessary to life as food
or water, this complaint may aj
pear trivial (perhaps because in the
minds, in this city, they feel they
have no alternative), but I am sure
thousands of persons (especially
parents concerned about their chil-
dren traveling busy roads to
school) feel as strongly as I do:

City government is slow to-act,
and since the situation can only be-
come worse, it is imperative that
citizens act now to goad the city to
action on this important problem.

on Kel
Southfield
May 9, 1974



