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By JACKIE KLEIN

_ i An academically talented child
sh[lers the same pain as the mentally
handicapped in the wrong " environ-
ment.”

*Gail and Charles Brooks of South-
field_speak from experfence. One of
their children was diagnosed as “'gift-
ed” and the other.two!have IQs ex-
ceeding 130. °

The couple is anxioys to start a
Southfield branch of the! Michigan As-
xlaﬁun for the Academically Talent-

“Chaplers are springing up all over
the state.” said Mrs. Brooks, a substi-
tute teacher and a seni
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em Michigan University school of
education.

“The purpase of these groups is to
encourage legislation for the benefit
of the gifted child and to expand and
develop specialized programs.’

THE BROOKS' 10 year old. who
was tested as gifted by a clinical psy-
chologist. attended a private school
for a year.

“Southfield lacks programs lor aca-
demically talented youngsters.” said
Mrs. Brooks. “There are some open
concept, ungraded and accelerated
classes but no system-wide policy.

“We were reluctant to take our
child to a private school away from
the neighborhood.

“But public schools aren’t equipped
to handle g:(ted ch)ldr€r‘1 who are of-

Road changes

ten soc:ally immature and become be-
havior {problems because they're
bored. These youngsters T need to be in
astructured class raom.

The Brooks believe gifted or talent-
ed childreh should be recognized as
candidates for special education the
same as handicapped youngsters.

“The iwording of the Mandatory
Education Act could include the aca-
demically. talented so special' pro-
grams may be legislated for them,™
Brooks contended.

STATE REP William Keith of Gar-
den City Has introduced legislation.to
establisli d state advisory commission
with a|full-time administrator. The

jon would develop- a com-
prehensive K-12 state-wide program
of identification and implementation

The “s” has been dropped from * Po"uer Rd. after years of
misspelling. Power turned to Powers over the years, and was
restored to reflect the name of Farmington's founder by both the
Hills and the Farmington cvty council. Jerry Linhart and Dave Jones
putup one of the last signs in the city recently. They were donated
by the Livonia DPW slgn shop. (Evert photo)

School debt levy
is lowered 1 'mill

By DIANE HUBEL

FARMINGTON - The tax levy for
debt retirement and interest on the
school district bonded debt was re-
duced from six mills to five mills in a
unanimous vote by the Farmington
School Board.

In a memo to the board William C.
Prisk. business manager. said the dis-

. trict will be able to make the princip-

al and interest payments that will be
‘due during the 1974-75 school year
with the five mills levy.

Board Member Rev. Hugh V. Stew-
art ‘said the reduction in the debt
levy will lower the annual increase in
mills voters will be paying should
they pass the millage which the board

. is asking for in the June 10 election.

The board is asking for a four mill
increase in voted millage.

‘They haw lowered the debt levy by
one mill and the allocated tax for the
Farmington and Farmingten Hills
areaby 14,

Those two reductions mean the ac-

tual increase in the tax rate to Farm-
ington Hills and Farmington residents
would be 1.6 mills should the millage
pass.

Since;
Bloomfield were paying a lower oper-
auonal] and allocated tax last year
their increase will ambunt to three
mills.

Commenting on the board’s acuon
William R. Corliss. a board member
said. **This is the second reduction we
have made. 1 think the public should
be aware that.we are not asking for

the residents of ~West

more money than we need. We are :
very concerned with keeping the tax :
just where we need it and not any :

higher.”

Schoal SupL Marinus VanAmeyde,
said, *This is the lowest debt balance

that [ am aware of in the state and

trict,

Accor dlng to the Prisk memp, the
district's outstanding debt as of June,
1974,will be $26,790,000.

the lu\]esl in the history of this dis-

some of the nicest
people in Farmmgton
~OWe us money

And the pleasure is all ours! As Farmlngton s home-town
bank, we feel we have a special place in the community
anda respnnsnb:hty to become involved with the people
who make it up And that takes more.than a smile
and a hand-shake on sunny mornings: We like to think
of ourselves as rainy day friends and we think we do

a good job of being just that.

. FARMINGTON OFFICES: 33205 Grand Rier (near Farmington Road) & 34153 Grand Rier (Norkd Wice Shopping Cester)
QUAKERTOWN OFFICE: 27500 Farmington Road (neaz 12 M) REDFORD: 26719 Grand Rives (ness Bosch Daly}
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The comimission a]so would be
¢harged “with developing a realistic
budget to run the prgP

Efforts are bein de to include
legislation for the kifted inthe state
aid to education budget. Gov. William
Milliken, has iproposed a $150.000 ap-
pmpnallon “lo establish pilot pro-

in‘5t $chol districts. South-
ed.

ﬁeld is nogClu
Mr. ang; . Brooks and parems of
other gnlﬁa chlldren have been writ-

ing to Mifitken and legislators urging
the incte f “funding specifically
‘designate’} lhe academically tal-
ented.

i “THE‘RE ] ARE programs' that
wou]d take ‘more effort than money,"
Mrs. anxks maintained.

Wllham‘Grace

to hold fa r,

d the; Teen Center
liam Grace Elementary
School will have an old time country
fair and parade on Eriday. May 31.

The parade, whu‘.h will begin at 5:45

pm., will feat tnuu: William Grace
and the Hal igh Schdol bands.
The paradé wj nd at the school

grounds® whereg cnunlry fair will

[ P d g‘ lbe fair are en-
couraged to w{aricostlimes .depicting
the type of clanling \Lm 150 vears
ago.
Theré, will bé a prize gnen for the
best costumes. ’Area business have do-
nated prizes to be uged for a raffle.
The Grand Marshall for the parade
and’ fair will be the Third grade
teacher, Mrs. .Carme! Dunham. the
Ieacher‘who has been at William

Julia 'l‘ully

dent:at Marygrove
College' and,;aFarmington resident,
has been name?” ecipient of an Alvin
M. Bentley schijlarship for the 1974-75
academlc year.K .

Mlss Dai)aman
honored

Lisa Dahamam daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Karnig: Dabanian of Farmington.
was honored on ithe MSU campus by
being tapped foy the women's heor-
aries Towér Guard and Mortar Board
on May l/ y

Iigl'fenow‘smp

renfler, 23133 - Orchard
nglqn “asg!ected to fel-
{lowship ir: The, Americay Academy of
Pediatrics at a recerit meeting of the
| AAP Executive Bhard.

“Schools could provide en: ichment
classes for all grades so lalented
youngsters might pursue their areas
of interest, .

“On a system-wide basis, gu‘led

ifted

stead of juveénile novels.

“Ong of the kids toddled Wwith Ro-,

get's Thesaurus. Brooks recalled.’

children could meet in one school and
be inlegraled into regular classes part
of the day.

“A gm.ed chlld is ane who learns to
walk, talk and read al an earlier age
than the average.” Brooks explained.
~He learns rapidly. expresses himsel{
maturely and may have outstanding
ability in a given arca. These are just
afew of the criteria.”

Unfortunately, said Brooks. some of
these children are misdiagnosed as
retarded because they show no inter-
est in an average class setting.

“PRIVATE SCHOOLS aren't neces-
sarily the answer for these kids,”
Brooks maintained.

“First of all, the Luition s between
$2.000 and $2500. Then there's the
problem of busing youngsters out of
their environment. They may find
their closest friend lives 10 miles
away.”

‘The Brooks children. ages 10, 11 and
14, were reading at the age of two. At
five. they read factual material in-
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