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Schoal election day V'

School election day

If you haven’t voted yet‘ stop now’

Run, don’t walk to your local precmct
The polls will be open untit 8 pm.

Monday (June 10) is the day set aside
every year by the state 1eglslature for
school elections. It is the time when
school finances - (through niillage pro-
posals) and policy-makers (school board
members) are - decided.

Preparing youth for future life is per-
haps society’s - most 1mportant task.
That’s what local schools are all about. *

Traditionally, suburban voters have

given strong support to their schools.
They realize that quality. of local educa-
tion is an important mgredlent in the vi-
tality of a community.

SOUTHFIELD VOTERS will be, elec-
ting two trustees to the seven member
school board. i

In addition, they will determme the
fate of a three mill tax renewal. If approv-
ed, it will maintain the current level for
school taxation (30.78).

The debate over an alleged drug scan~
dal at Southfield- Lathrup should not, be a
factor ‘in the -election. |

To date, none of the charges made by
a group of parents have been, proven'The
school board has appointed a cominittee
which is now studying the case.

"Schoot officials are worried that voter

.apathy may ‘jeopardize the election. If a

“let George do it” attitude prevails from
those favonng the mlllage, thén iti may
fail.
Those -who are against~ the m§ﬂ§ge
usually don't forget to:vote. = |
THE SEVEN candidates running for
the school board all support the millage.

Nevertheless, each person has:differ-
ent views and backgrounds. Their posi-
tions should be carefully studied by the
voter.

In conclusion, this is not an election
to sit out. Cast your ballot any way you
decideBut it's important that you vote.

Dan McCosh wntes

For a non-political year. the spring
air i§ laden heavy with the smoke
from; back rooms.

A series of coincidences,’ retire-
ments and the spillover from the na-
tional scandals has politicians jump-
ing from one office to another, in a
kind of musical chairs where a couple
of peple are likely to get left out.

June 18 is the date when the hats
have; to land in the ring. Now it's all
rumors, some substantial, others elu-
sive..

A ‘couple of the more persistent:

oMrs. Margaret Schaeffer; coun-
cilman from Farmington Hills. maybe
even Earl Opperthauser or Frederick
Lichtman are interested in a possible
second district court seat.

*Pat Nowak, Oakland County com-
missioner, may be a possible candi-
date, for Lieutenant governor.

*Augie Barbrick may be a candi-
date’ for 27th county commissioner,
against Bob Smith and John McDo-
nald; already announced.

*John Campbell ,may be a candi-
date for the Democratic nomination
for the 64th stale representative seat.

THESE RUMORS, based on nothing
much more than political hearsay,
stilli help to sketch in some blank
areas on the ballot.

’l'h:s off-year may see more activity
in those overlapping districts at the
local, county, state and national level
than Farmington w:l] see in years to
come.

The biggest reason is the open seat

“left by the announced retirement of

Raymond Baker.

Rep. Baker was lopking vulnerable
to some Democrats and even some Re-
publicans when he announced his re-
tirement.

The Watergate issue even drifts
down to the county level, with local

politicians expressing amazement at.

the questions they get, even in Pon-
tiac from a suddenly politics-con-
scious public.

! Baker’s seat was attractive to many
local|Republicans, and Wilbur Broth-
enon, Roger Walker, and William Or-
tman acted on their” ambition.

Walker pulled out for personal rea-
sons, leaving it basically a two-man
race. Still, the resignation of Baker
was enough to end much chance of a
Democratic runoff for that side of the
ballot. )

THE BIGGEST BLANK spot is still
a Republican for thé U.S. Congress.
“Tgo expensive” is the usual explana-
tion, but one feels Watergate turns off
more’ potentials than the bill.

l

“In the smoke fllled rooms

Ona can expect a lot of shufflmg for

county seats, with Brotherton leaving
one vacant.

Lew Coy backed into an announce-
ment of a re-election try, apparently
feeling it was necessary to deny
rumors he wouldn’t run again for his
seat on the northwest side.

Campaign workers for Brotherton
have found a recurrent rumor that
their man has withdrawn, the kind of
thing which makes them look sillier
denying it than ignoring it.

Presuming the new seat for a-dis-

trict judge opens up, one can expecta
lot of people trying to push through
the revolving: door at once. -
* Now a high-j p&ymg. secure, although
still elective jobi, the post is looked on
as both a pretty good deal for an at-
torney and a chance at a higher judg-
eship, such asi circuit court.

1t shouldn't be noted a lot of the
names running ‘and- rumored-are cur-
rently seated on the Farmington Hills
council. i

Which leads one to speculate a lot *

of the most vocal council-watchers, a

growing clique :at the meetings, are -

expecting at least one, possibly two,
seats undefended by an incumbent to
open up at lhe next council election.

Ccrl Sroddord wrltes

The greatest father

He .could never run very iasland
when he threw a football it always
wobbled. But when I was young I
dxdnl notice. After all, he was my fa-
lher ,and could do no wrong.

I remember [eeling sorry for the

other kids in my neighborhood. It-

seemed to me, they were stuck with
fathers who were just ordinary
people. I alone was fortunate enough
to have a Wonder-Dad.

In school we learned about Abe Lin-
coln and George Washington, but I
didn't think they were that great. I fe-
member thinking !“So what. My. dad
can chop wood., too. Besides, he
always told me it was wrong to stand
up in a boat”

During the ‘summer -belween the
fifth and sixth grades, my father, a
friend, his father and I went camping.
We, put the tent:up by a babbling
brook and then started gathermg fire-
wood.

1 was walking through the woods,

carrying my pocketknife with the
blade out, when' my friend's father
spotted me. He bawled me out for
being so stupid. 1 could have tripped

- and killed myself. he said.

1 looked over at: my Dad as he
camg through the woods behind ‘me.

is knife was open..I had had been
copying his actions. He nodded at me
and cluscd his km[e

! That was the first'time I remember
thinking my father imight have done
something wrong. But rather than ac-
cept that, 1 got into} a fight with my
friend and ater the camping trip we
dent talk to each other.

MY FATHER WASN'T the re!igiuus
type.but 1 never saw him smoke nor

. heard him swear. The only time he

drank was around New Year's Eve
when he'd buy a pint of whiskey. Usu-
ally, the bottle would show up the
nextiday in the refrigerator. next to
the catsup. The bottle. was almost
always half full. It would stay there

i .

unnl summer when iny mother would

lhm\v it out.

But one spring, when I was 12, my
father went to a bachelor’s party and

- didn't come home until late. The next
morning I found a pancakey thing on

the sida of the: driveway. I knew he *

had thrown-up after drinking too
much

Anyway T thought a lot about that.
After a while I guess my ideas sort of
changed. I realized that my father,

like anybod) else was only human.

Thz hurt

1 had gone lhmugh life thinking my

Dad could beat up your Dad of any-

- one else’s Then, one day, 1 reahzed he
cuuldnt

I spent part of my teens dls-‘

illusioned. But affer a while I realized
something. It was nothing profound.

: One day I figured out that it didn't
really matter if he was the greatest fa-
ther in the ‘world,

He was the greatesl falher I had.
‘That was enough

I
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PURITAN®. ROD LAVER® |f;
TENNISWEAR WILL"
WIN A DAD OVER

Give dad tenniswear with the unmistak -
able look of awinner. Besides dazzling,
spectator-pleasing colors, he will getac-
tion-ready tailoring with lots of profes- k
sional comfort and durability. Everything
in the collection is donein machine .
washable Dacron® polyester to maintain a
winning look. Opt for light biue, maize or
white. Men's Sportswear (#98) at the Bir--
mingham, Livonia Mall, Westborn Center
-and Farmington stores.

V-neck shirt, sizés S, M, L, XL, $8 i
Placket shirt, sizes S, M, L, XL, $9 |
Shorts, sizes 30 to 42, 314 -

Sweater sizes S, M, L, XL, $19 |

Jacket, sizes 381046, $26




