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By DAN McCOSH
FARMINGTON--The Masonic

Temple at Grand River and Farm- -

ington Rd. is for sale.

The red brick building. the most
prominent Jandmark in the city. has
been owned by the Masonic Order 151
for 98 years.

“We -are taking bids on the build-
ing." Wayne Thurton, president of the
board of directors said, *We are very
concemed with getting the right per-

The Masons are considering build-
ing a new building more suitable to
their needs, -Thurston added. -

The historic building was recently

remodeled inside, but the ornate wood- *

work on the’ eaves and dormers is in
disrepair.

ESTIMATES OF the costs of repair
have been reportedly high, with some

sources indicating a figure approach--

ing $30.000.

The building is the home for the::
Masons, and a room is leased to the

Farmington Chamber of Commerce.

downstairs.

1t is the meeting place for several :
community .groups, particularly sen- |
for citizens. The building is featured .

on.the sesquicentennial coin and has

been informally adopted as a symbol

of the community.

Thurston said the Masons would at-
tempt to find a buyer interested in
keeping the building intact. “‘But if
that is impossible, we would consider
another use.”

Concern over the possible future of
the building hias prompted a strong re-
action from city officials in Farm-
ington.

“We've very definitely got to save it
one way or another,”+Dr. John Rich-
ardson, councilman said. .

He said he was looking into the pos-

A large hall is upstairs and another SLIst

tion yet.
Mayor Ralph Yoder said, *‘T would

‘hate to see anythmg happen to it; it's *

a landmark.” He added he would sup-
port an effort for the city to buy it
The;problem echoed by city officials

is a reasonable public use for the.

building. A suggestion it might be
turped into a-district courthouse con-

flicts with plans by Farmington Hills .
wﬁadd a modern addition to the city ©
hal

go, with millage or a fund-raising ef-
fort,”” Richardson added. .

LODGE 151, F. & A.M., was ﬂrganlz-
ed in Farmmgmn in 1863.;

A fire in the dry goods hall which
served as the original meeting place
prompted a move to the Warn-
ilding on Grand River.

The\ Masons offered to share with
the cokts of the township hall on the
present) site in 1875. The lodge pald
ards the construction cost,of
the: buildipg and received a perpeulal
lease on ‘the upper. story. H

The hall was dedicated in 1876.

‘The township municipal offices va-
cated the ground floor in 1963 and
moved to Orchard Lake and 11 Mile.
The Idoge then purchased-the town-
ship's interest in..the building.

“Thruﬁghuut the pmspérous and,

lean:years, from the horse and buggy
era into the atomic age, this bulldmg
has witnessed the many joyous activi-
tiesand at times the'mournful occa-
sions-of Farmington Lodge,” the Ma-
sonic history. says,

“This historical landmark standing
as a sentinel in the community, holds
within its walls many fond memories
for the men that have entered into; the
great Fraternity of Free and Accept-

Masons.” :

Asitlooked In 1876 "
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Gun control

is; debated

A gun control debate will be held at
Our Lady of Sorrows Church: Hall,
23165 Powers, on June 20 at 8 p.m.

The two.speakers, Dwite Walker,
chairman of the Citizens United to
Save Liles, and Ronald Elwéll of
Farmington will discuss the proposed
hand gun;control amendment to- the
Michigan Constitution. .

A'question and answer program will
(cl[ow the idebate.

Ty

sxhxhty ol‘ federal funds for historical !
preservation, but had no solid informa-

I 'm not sure wmch way we could

By DAN, MeCOSH

JFARMINGTON-The city-sponsored
recreation programs in Farmington
will get a big boost mext year.

A $50,000 budget, about double last
years, - has been approved, by both
Farmington and Farmington Hills,
the two biggest contributors to the
Farmington Area Recreation Commis-
sion. D

'xBiggesl.‘ change will be the hiring

' Rosenhaus is developer

The'temple as I( looks today

this fall of a (glll-ume recreation direc-

tor. The §15,20-a-year. director will be
charged ; with”. coon‘lmalmg a year-
round program ‘

“One of his' responslbllnlles would
be to courdmate the programs wuh'
other groups in the area to be Sure:

they are not duplicated,” Farmington
City Manager Robert Deadman said.
Outlmed |n lhe budget are 32 pro-

The acl al schedule would be up té
the new:} (reclnr About one-third of

By DIANE HUBEL

FARMINGTON HILLS-The Hills'
city council set July 15 as the date for
a public hearing on a 360-acre planned
residential community which would
lie between 13 and 14 Mile road on
Halstead.

The -community which is being de-
veloped by Uniland Corporation, a di-
vision of Mel Construction, will be an
excluswe residential area which will
combme single family residential
‘homes with multiple family dwellings.

siteris being built next to the
W k subdjvisiom. but developer
Mel Rojenhaus’said the two areas
will be separated by a thick group of
trees.

said the ex-

-cesses lu the development
- Ome willibe open ‘only, to residents.

* 1t will be; controlled by. an electronic

arm  which' will open: with ‘special

Jcards whxch will be gwen to the resi-

'u be attended
by a secunty guard ina gatehouse.

e guard will check with the resi-
ure.any visitors or de<

The atehnuse wul also serve as.a

package pick up for people who are
out. when' a delivery is fnade.

“1 think Lhe secunly is very impor-
tant,” Rosenhaus sald: **Many -of the
people like to !ravel a fot and they
hke to know theil homes are safe and
ected. -Also/ in many cases the

pects to attract mostly older couples
without children or with children who
are grown.

“MANY OF the people we expect to
rent to will be older couples who have
lived in; large houses all their lives
and who still want the roominess but
do not want the maintenance that
goes with it.” Rosenhaus -said.

. He thinks the security arrange-
ments -will ‘also appeal to a lot of the
people, ‘who eventually seitle in the
gomnunity. There will be two: ac-

12

A niun

men are éXecutives. who travel a lot
and their wives:ca fdel much safer

“here if the; havﬁ 1o l}e ‘home alone.”

rent will raﬂgex‘ from $360 to
51200 a mom.h Rosenhiaus said the
iany customized
features such as bar$; dens and extra
closets. He;said ¢ mi " changes
will be made to suit ithe tenants.

THE DEVEIﬂPMEm. which will
be called Forest Hills, will be styled
after another Rosenha development
Hunter's Ridge. -

i

the programs proposed would be addi-
tioris to the current program.

Most of them are fee-supported. The
revenye is split 80-20 between Farm-
ington Hills and Farmington, based on
the proportions of assessed valuation
of the two.

Some of the new programs sugges-
ted in the budget are a golf clinic for
women; girls and. mens softball
leagues: ice skating school; skating;
father ?ﬂ son gym night: skiing les-

~

The developers have m: de plans to
retain a lot of the natural setting. Min-
now pond, a stream, on the land will
be left as it is.Rosenhaus said that
many of the trees will also be feft.

He also intends to offer such recrea-

Hearing. scheduled
for Pulte pro;ect

The Famung‘ton City Council will
hear a request Monday at 8 p.m. for a
rezoning on property at Drake Rd.
and 12 Mile by: Pulte Homes Inc.

Résidents in the area’are circulat-
ing petitions in an attempt to prevent
the change. The petition drive is being
headed by Mrs. Michael Kurko-and
Mrs, B.G. Stevens.

The controversial rezoning request
was denied once by the city in Octo-
ber of 1973. This second re-zoning

+ request began in April of this year.

The 320-acre site.will be -a com-
bination of single family, residentials,
townhouses and apartments. The
plans as they starid now.call for 30
per cent smgle family residents, 17

'.y

Full tlme ;ecreatlon head |

‘sons: children's bowling:, a cHorale

and a camping program.-

‘The most expensive program {would
be the summer playground program.
at $18.500 including the salaries of
part-time personnel. :

I think the most significant thing
aboul this program is the spirit of co-

'operatmn between the Hills and the

city.” John Richardson, chairman of
the FARC said.

b0 hope there are more llke it in lhe
future."

tional and relaxation facilities as
swimming pools. tennis courts. sauna
baths, exercise rooms and community
houses.

Construction, which may begin later
this year will span a permd of eight
years. [}

per cent mwnhauses and nine per
cent " apartmenits. A

The developers are askmg for a PR-
I. planned residential zoning.

Projected plans call fpr 4.2 dwell-
ings with 9.7 bedrooms per acre. The
projected -population increase to. the
area would be appmxxmately 3,768
people. '
(Traific sludm made for. the Pulte
company suggm that the "additional
traffic in the area would/not be a bur-
den to the ared if certain recommen-
dations that they suggesl were imple-
mented.

Those suggasuuns call for a pavmg

bér cil N{: and a. widenil

oE that road at 12 Mile to permit the
installation of: left turn: lanes.




