- By DIANE HUBEL
* FARMINGTON--Mrs. Mary
" Mitchell, director of the Farming-
ton District Library will be leaving
. the library staff at the end of the
summer, :

Mrs. Mitchell told the Library
Board and the Friends of the Li-
" brary of her intention to resign at

a recent meeting. She said she and
., her husband plan to move to a
- ranch on the Minnesota-South
: Dakota border and raise cattle and

orses.

. She has been the director of the.
library since 1970. During her four
years as director the library has

Larry M a;‘fyer
looks back

al progress

b
instituted several new programs
and services, as well as adding a
ney-branch,

MRS, MITCHELL was respon
sible for hiring the staff, buying
the‘books and setting up the serv-
ices in the 12 Mile library.

It really was a rare opportunity |
and a rare privlege”, shesaid. “Not |
many librarians get the chance t
huil!up a library from nothing. I
am really proud of the staff w
have here: E think they are reall;
good” 1 .
During the past two years th
circulation at the library ha

“Sometimes:I think he doesn’t
have patience with: bureacracy.”
—a planning: commissioner

By DIANE HUBEL

Larry Mayer is the closest thing to
a King Midas that Farmington has.
He can't turn things into gold, but he
can take run down old buildings and
gasoline stations and turn them into
glitter.

Mayer has almest singlehandedly
turned one section of Grand River
from what he called a derelict section
10 a respectable residential and office
building section.

To date Mayer has renovated two
old gas stations, thrée homes and an
old carriage house. Currently he is
making plans to convert a third old
gas station:to an office building.

HIS MOST outstanding renovation .

has been the conversion of a gas sta-
tion into his flower shop on Grand
River. Presently the shop does not
even faintly resemble a gas station
yet few structural changes were made
in the building itsell,

Even, the large doors which opened
into the service section of the gas sta-
tion have been left intact. He has
turned them into show windows and a
front door by closing off portions to
serve as separators. :

Mayer saitl it is necessary to have
the cooperation of the city to do the
kind of thirigs he does.

“1 run into a lot of problems with

them,” "he said. “Actually it hasn't
been as bad the last few times as it
was at first.. now that they have seen
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what I can do. After all they can
really eomplain about an upgrading.”
Dennis Pheney, a member of th
Farmington-city planning commissios
id, 1 think Larry has little use
ission and all th
bureaucracy-that goes with it. He h
- dofie a great'job. all you have to do
drive down Grand River to see that.

¥ think that as you come dowm;
‘and River: from the west that sees ©
on is one of the loveliest vistas you'
hiave and Larry Mayer is largely re :
sponsible.”

spite the fact that his renovatio
ave greatly enhanced the appear: .
ance of that portion of the city Mayer :
oes not see himself as civic renova; -

"WE GOT into this out of neces:

he said. “When we were firs( :
mérried we bought this old dereli
house on Grand River because wé :
couldn't afford anything else. :
4t was really a derelict too, walls,
wéye crumbling and the ceiling was a
mbss. Anyway we had to fix it up by
oupselves. i

cate about taking care of the neighbor-!
hood and let their homes get rum :
dopm. :

Have stage

« “If you have talent, we have the
stage . . . and we'd love to have'
you perform:” s

That’s the word from Helene-
Blackman, chairman of the festi-,
val entertainment committee, who®
need performers for the mobile
stage which 'will be located in the
Downtown Farmington Center,
Monday through Saturday, July
22-21, from noon to 9 p.m., during’
the 10th _Annual Farmington'
Founders Festival,

i Performarices designed for ei-;
ther children or adults will be wel-
come. Sets of 30 to 60 minutes are ,
planned. i
The mobile stage is equipped

been organizes
thinks the childrens programs,
which includes movies, puppet
: .shows and displays, have been the
most successful. N

. She said the library tried to or-
ganize probrams for all segments
of the community. A.visiting 1i-
brarian visits convalescent and
senior citizen homes twice a week.
: A proj
Oakland county has also been or-
ganized. The program makes’talk-

al”
+ more correct to say the bank owns all
: of this and we are-just holding onto it

and taking care of it for them.

Mrs. Mltchell retirés fro

nearly doubled and the numl;er of

olumes has been increased from
7,000 to 40,000. - o

Among the Xmgrams that:have
at the library she

2m for blind residents in
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Li1ory

ing books
dents in the entire
ief Thek-A-Lio
Away, a clubifor:
is part of this’ pri

\ :

“THE THING that ] am most
Eleased about i¢' thalj the libragy

as turned i community cen-
ter kind. of‘place,” shé said.
“Various groups, feel free to come
in and use our books and our mee}-
ing rooms and that is theiway it
shouldbe.” i I

Mrs. Mitchell who was born in
Minnesota is,a graduateof the

University ofMinnesota. She said
the greater pfirt of her caréer was
. s H :

Eventually he and his wife Boughl

the houses on either side of them and

;a little carriage house behind them.
They also bought back the land;which
swas part of their original lot.

“This all sound$ very acquisition-
he said. “Actually it would be

The Mayers converted thé two

homes into duplex apartments and the
carriage house into an apartment.
“The first service station they bought
was just down the street from the
: homes. ‘

Currently it is an office building

with rough redwood shingles and sid-

need talent

with electricity and amplification
systems. Interested performers
may apply to Helene Blackman at
851-5416. ° )

4 earn WMU
scholarships

Four Farmington residents have

been awarded academic_scholar-

ships to attend Western Michigan

- University in the fall. They are:

Jacqueline Ellens, 25726 Kil-
reigh, Shawn Gallagher, 33076 Ma-
plenut, Jeffrey Herman, 23528
Longacre, and Janet Skrovan,
30061 Old Bedford.

‘Larry Mayers flo‘wék s‘hop

ing. At the time‘he begdh rénovation

redwood shingles wer?’ fairly new
feature.” . B

“We ran into problefifs. with that-at
first he said, 6)f us: it would
be a fire hazard. Wifgshould they
care? After all it is o:Youilding. if it
burns T am ‘the 0. is out’ of
luck.™ - §

the city when Re:tried to add:a second
story to the building. He wanled to ex-
tend the second floor ovér the parking
lot, a relatively new feature at the
time he proposed it.
“That type ofthing is do
time now.” he s ‘But atithe time

By DIANE HUBEL |

Sisu - a Finnish ‘word which means
determination or%stick-to-it-ness.
‘The Finnish Cefter Assnciation has
adopted it as its i an appro-
priate word to usgin describing the ds-
sociation's effortdfto bring a cultufal
center 1o the’ itan, Detroit
area.

AFTER YEAR
the funds _neciss

i

. fok, sitch a projéct
as ablgllo hold their
& ‘ceremony recently
E,"Rgi. i Farmington.
udas, tHe! cultural cen-

rman said "It has:
been the dredrit'6 Finnd in the aréa
to have a cultiifal céhter for many
years, 1 ever) refnember my mother
used 1o speak {about 'iti" :

William Pudas, her’ pusband, said
there have ajways been, a number of
separate Finnjsh groups who all
wanted thie same thing — the cultural

on Eight Mil|
Mrs. Viola'
ter committer

center. | . : i
“Finns #fe!very independent

people,” he &id. ““Each person would

belong to th§ own oFganization and

they had notfying to do with the other

%

groups. : :

But now fihlly all the orgdnizations

have joined ‘{5gdther under the name

of the Finnifh Céntef Association ‘to
ldihg.”

NN
act ag mistress: of
ceremonies 4t the comé i
ceremony. Pastor Elmer Liimatta: of
the Apostoljt: {Lutheran Church in
Southfield will present: the invocation.
Featured speakers will be Ted Puuri.
president of;the, association and Harri
Virjo. the Finhish Consul.

A sealed contajner-with the assaci-
ation by-laws, constihitjon, history.
i placed behind the

5o have the

the Dettgit News 2nd

¢ n assdpiation mem-

bership listjJand- Bi:Centendial and
Sisu car buhper stickers. '

4] vl : et N
- THE ASBQCIATIQN has raised
the money'for the céiiter by "holding

"

-spent at the Detroit Public Library

. know if we have exactly doubled it

S
of working:to raise

where she was a personnel direc-

r.
After leaving Detroit she went

to work as a joint cbordinator with

the Birmingham and Bloomfield

Hills libraries. . P
“The thing I have liked most

about this job is the community in-

volvement with the library,” she
i 5

said,
“People.in Farmington really
appreciate the library and really

use it. When the 12 Mile library 2

opened I said we would double our
circulation in two years. I con’t

but we have come awfully close.”

it was new. so of course they wouldn't
let us do it. That is why we bought
the building the flower shop is in now,
we neéded more room.”

The building, a combination of high
windows and brick. looks like a crods
between a wedding cake and a ginger-
bread house. B

Mayer said at one time he wanted
to buy the LaSalle Winery on Grand
River but gave up the idea when he
ran into difficulty buying the proper-
ty. .

““He had intended tp use it for’'small
boutiques and a restaurant.

“The time for, that has really
passed by now.” he said. "It would
have been a good idea at the time and

cultura

booths at the different ethnic {estivals
on' the area. '

They have also sbld bonds and had
what they called a *golden brick pro-
gram,” ‘where whereby people do-
nated as much as they wanted specifi-
cally for the building. Sticking to their
claim of independence. the association
'did not ask the government for any
aid or money. They have raised it all
on their own. 1 * |

One man in the organization was in
charge of collecting old papers and
selling: them to recycling companies.
He raised $5.000 for th soctation
through his paper’ drive:

The building which will be complete
this September will have a meeting
hall. a kitchen, an import shop and a
classroom and library. *

The architect. a‘ Finnish-American
from Ann Arbor. Eino Kainlauri, de-

signed the building so that additions |

could be added when the funds were
available.

PLANS CALL for a restaurant and

R & ECCENTRIC.,
T

as‘converted from an old gas station (Evert photo)

1

hard work

bazaars, bake sales, and sponsoring leocktail lounge. Finnish saunas. a

R

U

1. MRS.:MARY MI

AW

TCHELL

3

a good addition to the city but now it .
js too laté;™ s .
WITH THE exception of the house
live in and the flower shop. the
Mayers rent out all the other build-
ings they have’ restored.
“The only problem
this way.” #Mayer :sai
jmakes it very difficult.to rent out. 1f
we were large tand owners who never
saw the property we wouldn't care.
isithat we do care
k 3 don't take good
‘enough care of it it;bothers us. We're
0 pretty- fussy when we rent it out.
*{f the person doesn't seem as ex-
cited as he should be or seems like he
‘xmuldn'( take good care of it we just
don’t rent it out, It does get difficult.”

center

‘game room and a larger meeting hall.
1f more land becomes available to the
association ‘they also hope to add a
swimming pool.

{ Mrs. Pudas said that the Finnish
center building would be available for
parties and receptions as well as any
association” activities. The main pur-
pose however is torfeature and high-
light the’ Finnish culture.

. Alibrary with books in both English
and Finnish has already been started.
The group brings Finnish artists to De-
troit and .their performances will be
presented at the center when possible.
. Classes in the Finnish language will
-also be taught at the center.

_ There will also be performances by
‘Finnish-Americans who live in the
‘area and aye part of choirs or Finnish
dancé groups. .

. The initial building will be complete
in September of this year. Special
opening ‘ceremonies and programs
‘will be 'held during: the week of the
Septerhbér. 21-28.

Man is killed

changing

FARMINGTON HILLS—A
32-year-old father of three was
killed Friday when a tire he was
changing exploded.

Leo Kaliszewski, 30649 Clair- |

view Ct., Farmington was dead on
arrival at Botsford General Hospi-
tal. The county ‘medical examiner
said the death was caused by mu-
tilating head wounds. ~
Farmington Hills police who
investigated the accident said they
.do not know what caused the acci-
*dent. They said the tire was not de-
fective. ot
Police said Kaliszewski was
lyirig on the ground beside the tire
when they arrived. A hydraulic

- \

|
|

tire |

jack was beneath the truck. They
said théy were unsuccessful 1n
their attempts to use artificia] res-
pirators. .

A funeral mass was held on
Tuesday, June 18 at St. Colemans
‘church in Farmington Hills follow-
ing a short service at McCabes fu-
‘neral home, 31950-W. 12 Mile Rd.

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs,
‘Leo T. Kalixzewski. He is survived
by his ‘wife Janet, two sons,
‘Thomas and Brian and a daughter,
‘Michelle.

He is also- survived by two sis-
ters, Mrs, Sydney Modad and Mrs.
William .San Tilli, and a brother
‘Arthur J. Kalixzewski.




