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By DIANE HUBEL

Why was “the mlllage defeated on
June 107 More important, what effect
wnll that defeat have on the quality of
educauan in the Farmington district?

‘Those are the questions which face
the | school board and administration
as yvell as the parems of school : age
children.

Séhool biisiness managef W\lham
Priék is currently working out alter-
nate budgets for the district.

[& ‘We should know definitely in a
couple of weeks what will have to be
cut|if the millage fails again on July
30.') Prisk said.

} i

FOU)OWING THE June 10 elecllon
the school board voted to hold a spe-
cial election on July 30 to ask for the
four mill {ncrease again.

The board maintains that it needs
three mills'mefely to hold the current
level of educalmn in the district;

They said Lhey are askmg for the
four mills becatise they want to add'to
and i improye services and programs.

They aré holding a special study ses-
sion Tuesday, June 25, to determine
exactly whichservices can be cut if
lhe mlllage is defeated again on July

Prisk. alpng with the various depart-

Law;‘suit looms
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‘ By DAN McCOSH

ARMINGTON HILLS~A court

it which may become a milestoge in
,lhe development of the northwest SldE
o[’Farmmgton Hills Is looming over
! ithe denial of planned residential devel-
opmen( zoning for; the 320 acres
o ed .by Puite Homzs Corp.

‘We are going to fight,” William
Pulte said after the Hills council de-
feated his PRD propbsdl unanimously
Iast week, despite planning commis-
sibn support.

e Hills council éppearzd 1o be re-
adting to a well-organized opposition

-of residents from surroundmg sub-

dmslons

"The tract of land at 12 Mile and
Drake Rd. is zoned single family, but
the master plan for the area calls for
the PRD requested by Pulte.

“We think we went in with a very
reasonable proposal.”” Pulte said.
Thls was a compromise with the
people in the area,

| “We are tired of pla)mg games, we

. are going to attack the whole ordi-

nance in the area. We are going'to get
the most” we can get.”” :

He said he expected to file a suit
within a month, and his legal depart-
ment is currently doing the ground-
work.

IF THE COURT suit materializes,
il will cap a six-year effort by Pulte
0 get the project off the ground.

The original zoning request in 1968
which Pulte presented to the then-
township .planning commission was a
cpmposite of several zonings. It even-
i ally led to the writing of the PRD
2oning ordinance, according to David
Stader. vxcepreslden! of the plag;\mg

: commission, and a member in 19

Stader said the key to the PRD zon-
ing was the site iplan approval re-
quired before construction could
l:egm The zoning is the first step.
“Frankly, I was a little surprised
y the council action,” Stader said.

Gemway ‘

The Observer & Eccentric’s
travel and leisure special sec-
tion “Let’s Get Away From it
All” is Eeatured with this
issue.

1t surveys what there is to
do in leisure time with stories
about everything from car
trip games for the kids to a
listing. of all the summer
music and theater festival. of-
ferings in the Michigan area.

v

at the site. plan."

Underlying the conflict over which
way the area should be zoned are sev-
eral related issues: N

- Several major landholders, Pulle
among them, have agreed to advance
“front money™ for the construction, of
the 10 Mile Arm" sewer, which will
eventually deyelop into a sewage sys-
tem for the-northwest side.

Their'agreement promised an ad-
vance on “tap fees,” which means the
fand must be developed for them to
collect 'their money.

»The master plan, which was sup-
ported by the city council during the
election: campaigns, calls for more
multiplé units in the area than many
present - residents would like. |

eLast year, a zoming involving a
PRD district at Grand River and
Drake iwas overturned in court, with
the resylt a court-ordered rezoning to
multiple' units. Key to the case was a
city stand interpreted by the courts as
too restrictive.

The PRD zoning, which aims at mix-
ing multiples, single-family and open
space, has proven attractive to devel—
opers. .

ONE -ATTRACTIVE feature is lhe
flexibility which allows the developer
to interpret the demands of the mar-
ket and adjust his development [ac-
cordingly as he goes along.

This | ﬂexlblhly has been viewed
with suspicion by many résidents of
more cunvenuonal developments, who
see the’ PRD as an apartment com-
plex ith ‘a ring of smgle-ramlly
homes. ;

The Fulte project and another pend-
ing in the area, proposed by Mel Rose-
nhaus, « the - developer of Hunter's
Ridge. represent nearly a square m|le
of pnme residential land.

Beyond thait are the land holdings of
most of the northwest side, the last un-
developed area left in the new city.

The court "case loommg will likely
affect the future of most of this area.

W&iiing on millage

This way we will ne;ler get to look

ment heads within the school system,

is lrymg to determine specifically = sai

which servwes are not necessary.
“In many. cases we are already op-
erating ‘at minimum levels,” he said.
“How can we save money by cutting
out servmes we don't even have?"
Prisk said the largest share of the
budget goes toward salaries. He said
that the district had already begun to
make cuts in personnel in anticipation
of the.June 10 defeat.

OPINIONS ON why the millage was
originally defeated on June 10 are var-

ied.
Aldo! Vagnozzi, co-chairman of the

By DIANE HUBEL

FARMINGTON — Repair items
which!were listed on the Farmmglun
schools districts priority repair. list
have been temporarily tabled wmtil
the July 30 millage election.

’l‘he board voted to table the items
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until after the election to see whether
or not the millage request will be
passed.

In moving to table the motion,
trustee William Corliss said, **Our situ-
ation changed as of June 10.

“I have no argument with the need
for the r‘ep_ai[s but we can delay them

|

lanned

e for the millage
was a combination
“low key' cam-

ough emphasis was
at the money was
for.” he said.

of whom oppo: the millage.® Ac-
tually T think wi e fairly close to.
winning it at ficult time."

Vagnozzi addi it has been diffi-
cult to get millagd increases passed in
any district for: Iong time.

until after the election and still have’
time to have’ them completed before
school starts, H

Corliss aid " the money for the re-
pairs could be used for the salaries of,
two reasonably qualified teachers if
the mulla%should fail.

“*“This is§}bt a good time to consider:

2ssing budget

HIS CO-CHAIRMAN, Mrs.-Max Ju-
roskek said,” I have. tried to analyze
the defeat myself but I'm just not

sure.

“Maybe people just didn't fully un-
derstand what the monéy was going
to be used for. It was so close. I don’t
really consider the defeat a positive
turndown."

‘The millage was del’eau:d by 268
votes out of 4862 votes cast.,

In calling for the special July 30
election the school board members
said that many people have indicated
to them that they did not vote'in the
June 10 election and would like a see-
ond opportunity.

Bike-a-thon

- David Tadrazynski (Iem tries to
keep his bike between the white
lines during an event ‘at the
Farmington area Jaycees Bike-a-
thon. Debbie Watson ({right)
guides her " bike through an
obstacle cpurse. Gordon Rivers,
(above), “Gordon- the. Traveling
Magician” brought his ‘magic
tricks to the Bike-a-thon. (Photos
by Fran Evert)

! ;S:,éhool repairs tabl‘(’ed' by board

spending this money," he said, *I can
see a reasonable probability that
Lhese 4% will be needed in other

The items tabled were sidewalk re-
_ placements for four schools, new side-
-walks for five schools, and paving
" work at Fairview and Harrison High.
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to look at cuts
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Shou!rl ﬁhe millage request be de-
nled on July 30 the board will be oper-
ating wxm a cut budget.

\'i'HE“l DECIDING to ask for the
four mx]l increase in voled tax the
board declded to lower the amount of
variable jtax they receive from the
county, board of allocation.

Board {President Dr. Mervyn Ross
said. “It| is pointless to consider the
June {10 eléction now.

1 suppose the defeat was due to
several [ractms but the important
thing to dc now is look forward to the
July ao

f election.”
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