10A (F'

By SUSAN L. SILK

OAKLAND COUNTY — If no
one will tell you what part of your
charitable ~donation actually
reaches the charitable project,
would you still want to make that
contribution?

That is the question posed to
Oakland County residents and
businessmen contacting the prose-
cutor’s consumer fraud division
regarding the current rash of gol-
ice and firemen’s groups seeking
donations for their charitable pro-
Jects. .

And concern is mounting be-
cause an estimated $1 million may
be taken out of Oakland County
‘each year by charity event promot-

£ers.
* The telephone solicitations — !

some people have complained of
five, six or seven calls a week often
from different groups — “really
aren’t the fault of the police or
firemen,” said Ms. Sheri Perelli,;
director of the county consumer:
fraud division.
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County fromv fxi]zds donated to the charita

b

e. organiza-

The promoter then stages a cir-

and assigns a portion of the money
collected to sending handicapped
-or disadvantaged children to the
event.

The' promoter then allegedly
takes his profit and expenses out
: of same pot,

idea.what those costs or the profit
* may be, she said.

. IN EXCHANGE for the use of
! its .name, the police or firemens
charity group usually receives a
flat fee (several thousand dollars)

or sometimes a percentage of the :

gate, Ms. Perelli said.
“The police have to take the

Ms. Perelli said. The -
: consumer fraud division has'no :

fund raising drive this year,” bne

i cus; carnival or athletic contest :promoter’s callers read” from

“printed materials.

{* One’ promoter’s employe re-
:cently reported each businéssman.
;is asked to advertise in a'police
" yearbook or to donate money for a

itrack meet. ;

PROSPECTIVE donors are
told that “some of” their contribu-
tion is going toward sponsoring an
athletic event and financing bus-
:loads of needy youngsters” who
“wouldn't be able to attend it unless

they are sponsored by our friends
; and business people like yourself.”

The consumer who agrees to
make a donation will be visited by
:“one of the Boys,” but most often

i " promoter at his word as to how :a “representative” to pick up a
APPROXIMATELY ‘25 asso- much was collected,” Ms. Perelli :; check. .

ciations of Oakland County police-
men and firemen have been re-
cruited by’about seven fund-
raising promoters who operate in,
theitri-county area. R
Most of the groups need funds to
carry out their charitable activities
or establish a widows and orphans
program, Ms. Perelli said. i
So the police or firemen's group

. “rents” its name to the profes-
sional fund raiser, said Ms. Perelli.

said. . Last February, after a volume of
The' fund raiser's staff mans a i consumer inguiries into the legiti
“boiler room” type telephone solic- . macy of the numerous police
itation operation, aceording to di- * groups, Ms. Perelli invited some
vision investigator Mrs. Marilyn ' police and firemen's groups into
Appel. the office for a discussion of the
The callers, many times young- ’ problem. :
sters, often repeatedly contact the - “The library was standing room
residents and businessmen of an. . ‘only,” Ms. Perelli said.
area. , : Each organization was given a
“The officers of the lodge asked. ' three-page form to complete, ask-
_me-to help them on their annual : ing about their organization, its
: activities and the financial.rela-
: tionship between the promoter and

HAVE BREAK
Jack McDonald . ..

Tom Kukes'. . ...
Aldo Vagnozzi . . ..
Dan Lichtman ..
John Borbi .. ..
Ernest Turken ..

Bruce:Frankel . ... ...

the group.
NONE WERE returnedl, Ms.
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Perelli said.

626-9722 |, Several groups complained that
* the form was too long, that the fi-

. 851-4000

fifor.

nancigtanformation asked of them
was offly obtainable from the pro-
moterzbr that they were not re-
quiredz3y law to supply the!infor-
matior:Said refused to do so, Ms.
Pe;ell‘g N i
sarter form, asking onl,
what fund-raising activitieg weri

w

y dollar goesf

into .the operation of which- they
are a cash recipient and the lack of
legislation controlling the pro-
moter are to blame, according to
Ms. Perelli.”

“THERE'’S ONLY one statute
on the books and that does not go
into effect until a charity solicits
funds in more than one county;”
Ms. Perelli said. -

After talking to individual police
and firemen's groups, Ms. Perelli
said she is convinced that the char-

ities do not even know the means

by which the promoters are gener-
ating the cash. .

“But if they get $4,000 for their
charity, to a lot of groups that's a
lot of money, a lot more than they.
have time or people to collect
themselves,” Mr. Pefelli said.

However, as much as $1 million
may be taken oufCof Oakland
County by the prémoters each
year from funds donated to the
charitable organization by the av:
erage consumer who simply an-
swers a telephone cill, Ms: Perelli

being engaged in, who the pro-
moter was; and how much the
group afid the fund raiser each
made, wjs prepared. :

But s8I none of the groups re-
turned:?e questionnaires, Ms.
F :

Perelli gid. . |

jonal fund raisers are not
unique:$§ the police and firemen’s
charitiet{ National and state or-
ganizatiéns often employ an indi-
vidual b an agency to administer
to their {uind drives, Ms. Perelli ac-
knowledged. . :

HOWEVER, THE state /Attor-
ney General’s office, consumer
fraud division, considers 25 to 30
percent a reasonable limit on the
.the collected funds that
thheld from the charita-

ble projedfifor administration and
overheadZMs. Perelli added.
“'I'he'p'_ e claim that they are -

agqgt the operation.

are not ved iri;the event spon-
sored; ang; ¢nly gét paid in‘return
for their izme,” Ms. Perelli said.

But Ms. Perelli disagrees:

“They have to be at least morally
respopsible for. what happéns un-
der their name,” Ms. Perelli said.

The:charities lack of kndwledge .
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o 476'6290 " Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Merchant of

_Livonia announce the engagement of
961-0922 | their daughter, Pamela Amn, to John
353-6030

;- J. Draskovich Jr., son of Mr and Mrs.
.+ John Draskovich of Farmington. The
« jbride-elect is a 1969 graduate of West
- "High School in Rockford, L, and at-
itended Rock Valley College and Con-
cordia Teachers College :in Iilinois.
i Her fiance, a 1967 graduate of Farm-
- "1 | ~ington_High School, served the U.S.
i " Army in Hanau, Germany, and has at-
; tended Oakland Community ; College.
The wedding is planned for Aug. 3.
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Two members of Boy Sénut troop
79 received Eagle Awards at the
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Dear Friends,

Recently we, were
advance arrangements fo

especially sensible when t

2720 F
PHONE 474-5200

vault and casket, determine details of the funeral, and place
the required funds for that purpose in a local bark. Such
advance planning is feasible %t most funeral homes and is

B Httoll dundych

ARMIR

! troop’s court of honor recently.
Bill Beatty and Brian Tupper re-
eived the awards during a ceremony
. at Farmington Junior High.

; Beatty's Eagle project was the reno-
.+ vation of the fence and grounds of the
*; old cemetery on Gill Road. Don Car-
ier presented the testimoniat to Beat-

asked if a person could make
¢ his funeral .. select the desired

here are no surviving relatives. by,
Respectfully, ¢ " Dr. John Richardson presented the
¢ testimonial to Tupper. Tupper's proj-
< ect involved the clean up of the
“ grounds and renovation of picnie
* tables at the Drake Rd. Park near

: { Freedom Road.
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Custom Peel & Stick '
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25 SHAGS

y FROM 3 ard.
- KITCHEN CARPET
b ~ rrom *3%0,.
‘,‘INDOORIOUTDOOR

rrom $139,a.

‘Quality Carpet
Expert Installation
If you have a new home to car-
pet.or a lot of rooms to replace
in your present hame stop in
and check our complete pack-
age programs. i

Deal with the

OWNER

He can do more
for YOU!

2 local sco
receive eagles

added. :
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More people insure their homes with State Farm than with any other
company. That's because they've found State Farm offers the best in
senvice, protection and economy. Give me a call. I'l be glad to give
you all the details. . '
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GODREVETUE  OONCANPIRL |  LEELEND TONTURPN ) ourskovach
Buee. K SUEC R FnMBERL SWi W B 0 byl
Pl Py o0 ‘800 . T o
. QT80
Like 2 good peighbor, State Farm isthere.

STATE.FARM FIRE AND CASUALTY COMPANY
Home Office: Bloomington, Itiinois
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ved the highest
Jprinection with the

- Membership En-

Troop 179
award granted i
District Sustainil
rollment Campai

The award was| Eivcn to the troop
for enrolling ‘micte than $500 in
pledges. The awafd was presented by
Barry Kohley, asgociate district execu- !
tive from the wa District, Clinton

“bast president of the
45 and the Oakland

annually by the 3
Farmington Mus

r .

Second place \‘s%\! to Steve Johns;
third , place; ito y Bennett: and
fourth mlLBej:h dger.

S

A membership increase’ will be the
club's primary goal for the coming
year.’ Information on the club's pur-
pose and requirements for member-
ship will be posted in all Farmington
junior high sclools next fall. -

1l be president, and
e-president, for the

%&’éﬁl@ﬁf’ﬁ;ﬁx

owaleski and Ralph

Dingle.

Car trustee

- Ro N é)nijey of Farmington
is a trustee of the Russel A. Poin-
ter Scholarship Fund of the Michi-
gan Association of Realtors which

Tile Available |, Feently "awarteq s3.000 10 the
A University, of Michigan gradua
OFFERGOOD ON ALL school of business administration.
QUALITIES PURCHASED IN FULL :
CARTONS THRU JUNE‘:’,‘W, 1974, Carey is presigent of the Michi-
gan Board of Rg tors.
i i .

"

Photography Studio

portraits/passports./copies

Save " on a new 5x7
black & white copy
of your old photograph

5495

REG. $10.00

For an additional charge wé
can reproduce your old pho-
tograph in oil, in tolor, in
miniature, or in your favor:
ite size enlargement. This
reproduction can also be re
stored to climinate cracks$

and fading. . i : . '
OFFER ENDS | 6 Day Offer
SAT., JUNE 22
Livonia Mall, 476-6000 3
M::::b Mﬂnll, 293-8000 Mn?:f,%fﬁ%... »

Qakland Mall, 585-1000..

STARS, BOECK AND QO




