" Page 18"

Nature Center’s a half hour away

Just a half hour's.drive from the
hustle and bustle of suburbia is a

. .quiet baven for wildlife and: an,

environmental education for its
vigitors.

The 140-acre Drayton Plams Na-
ture Center includes ponds,
marshlands, nature trails and a
live animal and nature musgum.

The center which serves south-

eastern Michigan. offers _year .. . __

round programs for scores of per-
-gons from ranging from pre-
schoolers to senior sitizens.

One maqor aspect is the live ani-

kind in the Lower Penninsula;

" which provides care for injured or

. orphaned wildlife until they are

able.to take care of themselves.
They are then released in a habitat
in which they can survive.

Steve ‘Vandenbark is the ener-
getic director of the center. Along
with his associate Michael Van

‘Gordon, a naturalist, he guided

2,900 school children through the
center since May 1.

-+ QOutside.the-large, two-story - -

white frame building which once
served as headquarters for the

‘Drayton Plains Fish Hatchery, all-~

is peaceful as ducks scoot about
the property and a gently warm
breeze carries the-sounds of the

- birds.

as callers ask how to care for aban-
doned paby birds and receive a
feeding recipe.

Between phone calls, a volunteer -
e wmalr mugeum, the-only-one-of-its -+ -hand-feeds tiny rabbits and-oppos"™
ums which-are-huddled-in-card ber for school groups; Vandenbark -

board boxes.
Throughout the small, live ani-

~mal museum where animals recu-

perate in cages there.are signs
which stress that the center “is not
a z00. The animals seen here are
either orphaned young or older an-

“imals that are injured. As soon as

an animal is fit enouth to take care

Vince says,

s

Come out cnd vmt\

impcdionl

“"We've moved
Mlomn lndoors'“

r'béautlful lntfoor poo'l"
display. at 33060 Northwestern Highway at
. Fourteen Mile Road. It's the most unique
= display-in-the United States; Tropical trees,
water fall and spa — all ready for your

\'ou can | hava « _pool just as beautiful in
"YOUR yérd, using only the finest materials

CVINGE ASSEMANY 01T
Pre‘aidonf, Miami Blue Water Pools, Inc.

Inside phones ring continuously

of itself, it is released back into the
wild.”

-On the gecond floor where there
1s a'lecture room for center visitors™
stuffed animals are displayed as
.they would be seen in natural hah-.
itats.

Programs offered through the

. year include fishing derbies, art

exhibits, classes in natural handi-
crafts, talks on wildflowers, pond

~life;  forests,~animsals- and general-. ...

nature study.
Visitors may hike the self-
guided trail or they can arrange a
guided group tour. . ...cowwo
Already reserving tlmc in Octo-

tells teachers that students visit-
ing should be ready to explore a
pond from the inside out.

. Youngsters and teachers are
expected to doff ‘their shoes and
wade through a pond to see how a

muscrat really builds his house, _

stores his food and cuts channels
Ahrough the pond.

Seuen (24470 Ielogroph Road"

~ Monday.

“We call this the climatic ap-
proach,” Vandenbark said. “It in-

-volves kids in feeling their sur-" "~
" rouhdings. It involves“the~userof -+~

the whole body with the de-em-
.- phasization-of the eyes.,¥ ...~

Trails include one for hand,_n_.:..,

capped persons.

Hikers can observe the grassy
hilltop prairies, glacial lakes abun-
dant with wildlife, tall hardwood

marshes' and pine plantations.
Development of the center has
been through private financing,

Vandenbark and Van Gordon,
are presently the only two persons
- on-the center’s payroll. The re-
mainder of the work is handled by
volunteers.

The unique center is located just
east of Hatchery Road in Water-
ford Township. It is.open to the
public from 1 to 5 p.m. daily except
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forests.which .surround.cattail.._. ..

--annual contributions, members "
" " ghips and small admission fees."

_..and nxporlerwed work crews! 33060 Nonhwesiern Highwoy. ... ..

" Wcs' Bloomheld Michigan ‘ Ol'

626-5131

Southﬁeld Michigan™-—

. 358-0012

. So c’mon oui orA.:u“ enher of our two
n | locations. - !




