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opinion

Farmington Hills has embarked on an
effort to make the town a quieter place.

It is obvious the ordinance is long over-
due. . .

If it is passed, it will likely give the com-
mon man the full weight of the law in cir-
cumstances where he formerly had to
merely grit his teeth.

If a rude and inconsiderate person leans
on his horn the next time one dallies.too
long at an intersection, one ¢an quote ‘the
section: “the creation by means of any
such signal device of any unreasonably
loud or harsh sound, the sounding of such
device for an unnecessary and unreasona-
ble period of time” is illegal.

If one’s teenage son insists-on practicing

his electric guitar'in the bathroom at mid-

night because he likes the vibes against the

tile, one can quote: “The playing of any ra-

dio, television set, phonograph or any mu-

. sical instrument in such a manner or with

such volume . . . or at any time or place so

as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort

or repose of persons in any office or in any
dwelling . . . ” is ‘also against the law.

New Year’s Eve at 10:59?

ON THE OTHER hand, the prohibi-
tion of “Yellmg, shouting, hooting, whis-.
tling or singing or the making of any other
loud noise on the public street, between
the hours of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m.” is likely to
causé problems.

Is Farmington Hills about to force the
celebration of New Years to 10:59, p.m.?
‘While the constant resetting of clocks in
this part of the country has most of us
pretty flexible about time, this is going a
bit too far.

If the noisemakers and bells go off in
Farmington an hour early, it will generate
no end of confusion in Livonia, Southfield
and points.west. If, on the other hand, one
waits until 7 a.m., it could be worse.

The rush to the streets at such an early
hour will likely terrify milkmen, news-
boys and others with legitimate business
at that hour.

On the whole, the ordinance seems like -
a good idea.

But one musl: remember when the horn
blows behind you, it \v111 also be illegal to
turn around and swear.

Or if you do, do it quietly.

Change in classified ads

Our readers in the past few months
complained in large numbers about the
difficulty in ggining information from sec-
tions of our classified advertising columns.

Soon after this fact was pointed out we
began development of 2 computer program
which we believed would better sort the
classified ads and make reading easier.

household goods for sale columns are now
sorted by geographic‘location._

Automobiles for sale advertising is
listed alphabetically and by year.

These changes were made as a result of
your letters and comments. We not only
appreciate your concern and commentary,

The program took three months to develop

and is now in operation.

Real estate, miscellaneous for sale and

From our readers

Runs on record

To the Editor:

The political candidate runs for
office on his record of past per-
formance and on what he tells the
voters he will do, if elected. I hope
the co-publisher of the ‘Observer &
Eccentnc is not suggesting that
we ignore the record and concen-
trate on just promises.

This would surely suit two of the
candidates in the 17th District
Congressional race who have rec-
ords they might like the people of
the district to ignore.

Mr. Power criticized Pat McDon-
ald for telling voters that Rep. Wil-
liam Broadhead’s name was on a
legal brief asking the State Su-
preme Court to “Strike down
Michigan's Marijuana Statute,” so
defendent-appelant John Sinelair,

leader of the radical Rainbow Peo-"

ple’s Party, could be released from
prison.

Mr. Power makes light of being
“soft on grass.” T hope Mr. Power
never has to deal with a child who
is “high” on grass. The use of mari-
juana produces a breakdown of
restraints that leads children out
of school and to theft, so that it can
be purchased.

MARIJUANA leads to experi-
mentation with sex, hallucinogens,
drugs and narcotics.

The unspecified socially unac-
ceptable practices referred to were
those of John Sinclair, not the
members of the Leglslature They
include urging children to use
marijuana, disregard for the law
and contempt for the courts.

Broadhead’s rebuttal that the
brief urged reducing criminal pen-
alties rather than legalization was
strange, coming from a man who
first denied knowledge of the brief,
and then denied being associated
with it.

Only when the brief was pro-
duced, Broadhead admitted: he
knew his name was on it. He said
he didn't fulfill his obligation as an
attorney and officer of the court to
have his name removed because, he
“didn’t think anyone would find
out about it.”

THE BRIEF, in fact, asks the :

State Supreme Court to “strike
down Michigans Marijuana Stat-
ute” not to amend it or reduce pen-
alties. Representative 'Broadhead
was not bemg accused of being
“goft on grass” as much as he was
being accused of exercising plain
bad judgment. .

John Sinclair was hardly a char-
ity case as far as getting help was
concerned. Beatle, John Lennon,.
was only one popculture super-
star working in his behalf. If Bill
Brogdheads views are those con-

‘ . t

but we solicit them. And we are always

pleased when we can act to correct a situa-

tion.

tained in the legal brief, the vot,ers
of the 17th District have every ¢
right to know about them.

Unless we are to assume that
the attorney who filed the brief
picked Representative Broadhead
at random from the phone book,
the voters of the 17th District are
entitled to know how his name got
on the brief and why.

William Broadhead was listed
not as an individual but as a state
representative. In the absence of
meaningful consumer protection;
campaign reform legislation; :a
method of -preventing school
strikes; help for senior citizens;:
welfare reform; progress in care of
the mentally ill and retarded; cur-
tailment of constant utility and
health insurance increases, the
voter may wonder how Bill Broad-
head had time for John Sinclair.

H. B. Driscoll

: Bloomfield Hills
June 11, 1974

A job well dome

\To_the Editor:

Ftiends and patients of Planned Par-
enlhood League Inc. throughout great-
‘er Detroit will join the board of direc-
tors in wishing Mrs. Frances Levine,
‘executive director for eight years, ‘@
fulfilling retirement.

Under Frances Levine's mnovauve
guidance, PPL achieved a national
.reputation for extending high quality
'birth planning information, education
and care to the young, the working
poor and the foreign-born of our com-
munity.

Mrs. Levine's concern for the well-
ibeing of each patient, as an indivit-
iual, will continue to motivate Planned

 Parenthood’s staff and volunteers in
the years ahead.
Mrs. Walter Shapero
Chairman of the Board
Detroit

Sign petitions

To the Editor:

1 It was noted in your paper last
i week, in an article on the West
Bloomfield School Board recall,
that Mrs. Diane Rancont is urging
people not to support due to the

+ cost of Such an election.

. She does not state that either
Mr. Carter, Mr. Grossman or
Brewster are fulfilling their res-
ponsibilities as board members in
a manner responsive to commu-
nity need. It is also interesting to
note that, although the board of
education is required by statute to

: provide the numbers necessary for
. recall it steadfastly refuses to do

Smce the board is planning a
late-fall, early-winter election in
order to place a multi-faceted bond
issue before the public, there is.a

.

strong posmmlny that the two is-
sues will be combined.

1 strongly urge citizens to sign
the recall petitions—at this time
not one school library in this dis-
trict meets the state minimum
standard of 10 books per pupil. We
have received unofficial estimates
from board members ranging from
$7,000 to $20,000 to move the ad-
ministrative offices frim Abbott
to OLMS

THAT MONEY could purchase
from over 700 to over 2,000 books
for our children, In addition, it
costs $1,115 (per Mr. Rossman) to
educate each child in our schools;
it was this same board, these same
officers, that gave Dr. Herman the
additional benefit of tuition-free
(non-resident) enrollment for each
of his five children.

While we receive state aid of
$600 per pupil, the district absorbs
the other $515. There is no objec-
tion to the children attending our
schools, as long as the taxpayers of
West Bloomfield do not pay for it!

1t is;vital that our board mem-
bers spend our money wisely! Ab-
bott parents as well as OLMS par-
ents are equally involved in this
improper usage of our funds;

I sincerely hope that they are
aware of the fact that Abbott will
be receiving no extras as a result of
the transfer . . . the transfer of
children,’ teachers and eqmpment

-is on a per student basis.

There will be somewhat lar er
classes, longer lunch lines an
school filled to 92 percent capacxty

Due to the millage failure (not-
ably in the Scotch-Roosevelt pre-

cincts) we still have inadequate li- '

braries, leaky roofs and are shot
on equipment needed to match
growing enrollment.

Only.a handful of parents spoke
for the Abbott parents at board;
meetings . . . I hope they too will
voice their concern for the educa-
tion of all our children by signing
recall petitions and voting in the
recall election. .

This district needs to spend its
money on books and equipment,
not on moving vans and buses!
th Miller

: Judi
June 19, 1974 West Bloomfield

Do as I say, not...

Crulsmg along 1-696 at an easy’
55 mpg has given drivers the
chance to see more of the country-:
side. .

It also helped some people to see

. good year(

more clearly the car owned by the:

State’ Highway Department' as iti.
passed cars holding at the limit.
The speeding didn’t bother that
much, unless you stop and con-,
‘siders who put the signs up"

Becentridties

8 -
Man-made ugliness

-by IIANI\ IIOGAN -

In crossing this great nation of ours you realize
that within its bgrders we have all the natural
beauty a humgi’Being can ask for.

‘We have mo ns, canyons, oceans, the Great
Lakes, deserts: ‘tropical areas,

Slowly hut sl gy this national beauty is being
buried by.mou? ﬁim of litter.

Alongside oyrigiat expressways, floating down
our beautiful ryvers, lying along our sandy beaches,
are broket bottles* discarded gum wrappers and
other trash, -

UNDER MICHIGAN LAW, if you are caught
littering you can be fined $100 or imprisoned for up
to 90 days or both if you can be convicted. But, lit-
tering is not the type of crime that is easxly de-
tected ‘and the fiffe doesn't seem to be much of 2
deterrent, considé#ing the results.

Since it costs the nation mitlions of dollars each
year to clean up t%is blight and still we are falling
way beliind; mayk} we ought to do what California
has dorie

T“n—,,y Jaw p) 2 $50 reward for
anyone ng inifc i lexdmg to the arrest
and of lxtterer

THIS MEANS’ that instead of relying entirely
upon their police departments to enforce the litter
law, every citizen becomes a helper in keepmg the

ot

18-

state clean, and the added incentive of a reward
makes it worth their while.

It does seem a shame to pit one citizen agamst
another, but if everyone took it upon himself to
make our country a better, cleaner place in which
to live and play we wouldn't have a problem.

Since it is summertime and we are more likely to
be using the great outdoor playgrounds our state

" and -nation offer, we should pledge to ourselves

that every place we visit will be left in better condi-
tion than when we first visited it.

IF EVERYONE not only made sure that he
cleaned up.any mess that he rm%ht have created
but, on top of this, cleaned up a little of the mess

someone else left we would be progressing toward N

retaining our natural beauty.

And to take lcare of those who won't face up to
their responmblllty, if we could get the legislature
to follow Cal\forma s suit we might be able to im-
press our. cmzena that while we do have a beautiful
country it will ‘only stay that way if all of us pitch
in and contribute.

“Let's work w preserve those -beaches, rivers,
mountains and canyons for our klds nnd our
grandchildren. l : <

It takes work but anything wurth preserving is
worth a little ex‘furt on everyone's part.

! .
The very good and very bad

’mur'i;. POWER

Aum éfkeutives. UAW leaders. Small business-
fillers. Even bankers and Realtors.
y'rezall smiling a little more just now than
they have in months, because economically things
look better toddy for the Detroit area then they
have in a long time.
! With the (for now) end of the gas shortage, the
co ublic- seems_again willing to think
new cars, The automobile industry

Two stigiws of evidence: Late at night drive by
the tool al7] die shpps in the suburbs, and you'll see

a whole I of overtime being worked. Talk to com~
mercial -inters about automotive business
(usually vvery good leading indicator of just how
the wind i3 blowmg) and they’ll smile and say they
see signs;bf life.

In short, 1975 looks as though it w1ll be a very

WE SURE NEED one.

Although the rising prices of our inflationary
times tendito mask it, the Detroit area has been
through-a pretty serious recession in the past year.

ent, even without counting the big
ry layoffs, has been very high; with
eh at near-record levels. The housing
been in trouble, with money tight and
s out of sight. Retailers have experi-
ales for nearly a year.

After a7l this, it's nice to contemplate the idea

imet”will get better later this year after the
model chaageover..

BUT THE RETURN of good times should not
obscure the fact that one of the major problems we
face in the Detrpit area is the boom and bust qual-
ity of the economy in general and the auto industry
in particular. *

The pattern has existed for years. owing to the
excessive:reliafe of the area on automobiles—a
durable good, nse purchase can be deferred by
people when t) are tough, unlike non-durable
goods such as f ,)d which'must be purchased willy-

_f the business cycle in Detroit
;N greater in the last seven years
then sincé|the war. There was the boom starting in
1968, followed:by the bust of late 1969 and 1970.
And there|was the boom of 1972, followed by the
most recent bust.

T'suspect that this pattern of swings in the busi-
ness eycle will get worse for the rest of this decade,
not because of what's going on in Detroit but
rather because our country is in the middle of a
lmle recogmzed revolution in economics.

WHEN THE GEEAT économist John Maynard
Keynes pmposegl his revolutionary theories, they
seemed af?: am%g cure for the cycle of depres-

sions tha§ ad plhgued the western world for cen-
turies andgearlyj brought it to grief in the 1930's,

He poirfled oy that the two main methods of

.controllm n omy had been through varying

the money supply (causmg interest rates to move
up or down) and allowing employment to shift. He'
noticed that reliance on these two factors ipher-
entlly led to the boom and bust of the busmess
cycle.

Keynes argued that there were two other ways
of fine-tuninglan economy which worked to’even
out the. swings of the. business cycle and which
could-be used
could.be increased or decreased to reduce or stimu-
late overall demand; and the government budget
could be increased or decreased to produce similar
shifts in demand.

Keynes argued that those two new factors in
economics could be used consciously to overcome
recessions; President Kennedy proved him right
when he cut tz xes m the early 1960's and set off a
period of that
lasted for most of the decade. Keynes also argued
that increasing taxes and cutting the size of the
budget could also reduce inflation; no politician
has entirely proved this correct, although most
economists think that's because they don’t have the
guts to try it.

WHAT IS INTERESTING about our present
situation. is that Keynes' two revolutionary meth-
ods of calming the business eycle—tax and budget

ipulations—are no longer feasible in practice.

‘Whenever anyone proposes a tax change, Con-
gress takes sollong to wrangle about it that by the
time it gets a bill passed the effect of the change is
almust precnseny the reverse of what was mtended

And whenev!er anyone asks why not reduce the
size of the budget to stop inflation, no one in Con-
gress can say just what the budget will wind up to
be; since appropnatmn bills are passed by lots of
different committees (even if Congress had the
self-discipline to stop special-interest bufiget
grants. No one can tell at any point just how much
money had been appropriated.

For pofitical reasons, the two great devices for
fine tuning the economy proposed by Keyneg are
10 longer available to us. We are, in fact, backtoa
pre-Keynesian economy, with "the only instru-
ments. of control being the interest rate and em-
ployment Jevels. And these lead inevitably to the
swings of the business cycle.

CONGE.ESS ONLY last week passed landmark
legislation d joint com-
Tittee to review budget proposals and a staff of
experts to pravide the kind of information needed
to control the budget. But this legislation will not
take effect until 19'15 and probably it will not be
until the 1980's for it to have much effect.

Al of whlch means. that the nation will go
through the boom and bust cycles that character-
ized the pre-Keynes economics for the least an-
other four or five years.

And the Detroit area, plagued by its heavy con-
centration’ on: durable goods will have dispropor-
tionate swings: When times are good, they will be
very good When they are bad, they will be very
bad.

to keep employment high. Tax rates-

Your ecology calendar

Evology-minded persons who
wish to save cans, ottles or news-

papers for 1 use these
facilities.

To prépa glaﬂ thoroughly
wash the i remove all

metal capg; .andp-‘ngs from the

glass and a}pxrat

color., 4P J g

To prep?re ans, clean only

Paper need not bé removed.
Newspapers-should be tied in

bundles wn;h heavy string or rope

or secured in héeavy paper

o BIRMINGHAM —Daily
newspapbr pickup with regular
trash Newspapers must be bun-

dled se tely.

INGHAM {TOWN-
ind the township of-
fices, 4201 Telegraph Road just

Lake Road. Between.
pin.): Saturdays,

9'a.m. &L

| Glass and 7 ledn cans are collected

R

3 the glass by'

. high school. Newsp

$10 per ton for glass. .~

each week. All aluminum itéms ac
cepted, Newspapers collected on
the last Saturday of each munth

* GROVES ECOLOGY
CLUB —Bundles or bagged néws
papers and cardboard will -be col
lected from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Fri
day and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday
the second week of each month at
the high school’s front parking lot:

» LATHRUP VILLAGE--At
the Public Services Building, 19101
Twelve Mile Road, adjacent to the
ers are ‘col
lected 10 2.m.-2 p.m. by volunteers
the first Saturday of each month.

« PONTIAC— Oakland
County Recycling Center, 550 S.
Telegraph, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. every Sat:
urday. Groups bringing in more,
than 500 Ibs. of glass will receive

. SOUTHFIELD—In the old
city offices, 26000 Berg Rodd at
Ten and One-half M|Ie one block
east of Telegraph. Glass, tin.cans
and newspapers.may be dropped
off at any time.

o TROY—At the DPW Yard
4695 Rochester Road, from 9 a.m,

to noon on the first and third Sat-

urday of each month.

Open Forum

Letters to the “From our read- -

ers” column should be limited to
between 100 and 200 words and be

igned with name, address and -

tetephone number. Letters of a

longtr length will be considered in *

terms of content and availability
of space. The Observer & Eccentric
reserves the right to edit all letters
for length and good taste. Names
of letter writers may be withheld
under exceptional circumstances.




