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City’s history told
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“The Power of it All,” an origi- worked.”: and ‘all of the names that are im- |
nal musical comedy that tells the ~ “The Power Of It All” is the sec- Sortah to the city's history in the
hearsal for production at the end and composer. T}neir first was enti- i .
of July.. - tled “Mackinac” written for the The play was commissioned in
the Player’s Barni this week were cal comedy, which told how the H :
composer Charlene Slabey and lyr-  residents coped ice-bound on the me?‘:ii'em 4 ;?j‘;}‘i’;ﬁn :neglggg
the characters they created come  Still, “The Power Of It All' was
to life for the first time. a different experience for them.
with the castimg'that had been’  “WE HAVE A lot of good sing- Sored by the Community Center
done for the parts by the Players, ~ers in the Musicale,” said Mrs. Sla- and ¢loses with a grand finale that
£:0

By LORAINE McCLISH directig’r;s and “jhst hoped they  cor] 1rated all of the'lan.rlmarks
historir of Farmington, is in re- ond collaboration for the lyricist ialn% not in the scenes.
Spectators _at tine rehearsal in  Farmington Musicale, also'a musi- October, finished in April and
icist June Rado who were seeing island. : presenitation dates.
Both were obviously pleased 1t §s divected bS'\BDb Shaw, spon-
though once In a while Mrs. Rado bey, “but also a lot who had never ~$€€S iGovernor Fred M. Warner's

return to Farmington after his.

would squirm in her seat and say, been on'a stage before, so we were lectjon win in 1904

“This is weird.” ith specific
“It’s weird,” Mrs. Slabey ex- in .mi ng p
lained, “becauge thege were all * singers. With this, we created the
iving entities to us while they still characters and they filled the
were on paper. We got to know An- parts with some of the most sea-
nabelle very well.” soned players from the barn.”
. Then too, with “Mackinac” the
ANNABELLE is the lead char- authors were only asked to writea N
acter, played by Hope Nahstoll, 8 musical comedy on any subject [ !
woman of the present who gets they chose, while “The Power Of It B ¥ . LAt
i
i

lost in the city in an attempt to  All” was commissioned expressly’ - 3 g
write a history of the area. Matter+ as a contribution from the Farm- > 1 k d : ™
of fact, the play until just recently ington Community Center to the
was titled “Where Are You Anna- -city’s sesquincentennial celebra-
belle?” and for a while, “Where tion. -
Are You In Farmington Anna- _ Mrs. Nahstoll claims “The
belle?” Power Of It All” as “my dream.” A
Mrs, Nahstoll, a veteran actress ‘member of the Community Center
and director, called the script “a  board since its inception, she sold
little tricky to produce. 3 the board on the idea of commis-
“I knew as goon as I read it we sioning the play as “something
were going to have to get a director. that would be useful in connection e / 4 ¢
who was really enthusiastic about with the Founder’s Festival as well f 4 4™ I
it.” Scenes from the past are done as the Sesquicentennial.” : f f
.either in dream or fantasy sequ- ' The authors did their iresearch
‘ences all triggered by something a “from every written piecejof mate-
character in the present says. . rial wei could find” and added as
!" “The easy way out is to write in they could by talking with resi-
a narrator,” Mrs. Rado said, “but dents who were familiar with the
we didn't want thal. It goes city's history.

smoother this way.” She added
. that she wrote out ail of the stage  THEY BELIEVE they/have in-
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