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BY DIANE' HUBEL
¢ Have you g\ven-up trying to teach
t{ walk behind you instead of
gging you-down the street? If you
ve canvmced yourself that your dog
o' learn, - think again.~
ogs are trainable ac-

wrording to Fred|Siehert, president of
the German Shephérd Dog Obedience
$Training Club. N .

3 "It may take
tence and ‘patignce to train ‘some -
dogs.” Siebert “but "eventually
‘you should be ahIe( do it Al breeds
fare trainable.”
*, ALTHOUGH in the
-grganization is open; ronly to- people
who own German Shepherds, the &lub
does offer lessons to all dogs breeds.
 The classes, which last-for thirteen
. weeks, are_held in the ¥FW Hall in
Farmmgtnn 1
i In the beginning class dogs can be
laughz to heel, sit, come, stay and \ay
down upon command..
_Actially in these clasges we train
owners,"Siebert said. *“We show
theth what to do and watch them
work with their dog and then expect
them t6 go home and ppactice some
rmore with the jdog.”
He said the classes are also a very
good ) socialization ‘ process for lhe
dogs!
‘Many dogs have never been in a
“foom with more than one other dog be-
fore and the first few times they may
be . nervous. However, he said they
soon ad;usl to,ithe nresence ol the,

Pho!os by

] IR s
Kareri Gordiliiier works with
oot ° B

school tha /‘

little more per-

ie otners.”

obedlence

FF

i

he\ 1nt¢llec ...;f

other dogs and leam self, control.
° TRe organization is also/4 supporter
of the Leader]Dog program -and" re-
i cently donated-$1,000ito the Leader
Dog School t . Rochester.
- There &pe three classes offered by
the German-Shepherd Club. The first
) one deals withjbasics, The sécond two

get into the more difficult aspeggs of ,

dog obedience and begin to train dogs
for performancd in dog shows. *

# Siebert, whoﬁldog is currentlytrain-
ing for the 1? dogs
shows, has en ered shows all ofer the
Umted States,

In July he i
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The dogs who enter "thede . com-
petitive| /shows| are put through their
. paces. in front| of )udgu and given a
score from 1-200.

Points or irachons of pmms are de-

- ducted for mistakes -the dog may
'make, such as sniffing the-ground or
{oolung around rather than lookmg at
ts ter.

SIEBEBT SAID - that ong of the
ging tests usually comes

at the end e trial when the dog is
left in Lhe n alnne while his trainer
leaves th

in Canada and in Ber-

tends to enter his Ger-
in the World Series of

The dog must sit for exther five fin-
utes or the three minutes without leav-
hg the ring of getting up and lookmg
for his (rame;. N
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1 ~4Fred Siebert

llibe held in St. Clair

. “When we got the f'rst Dane my

. — -wife thought we_better train it. She
,'thought if we werg going 10 have a |’
dog that w: e we had befter
kmm how 10, manage it. After that I
became interested in it and began at-
tending shows.’’«

'

g

“That one can be really dis-
couragng” he sdid. “The-dog may
have been performing beautifully all
day and,yuu‘lhmk it is really going to -

well,

*Then you walk Back in the room ;
after the time is up find that the,
dog had gotten lonely dnd got up. to. |~
look for you and- its

Siebert, a former Fgrmil
cilmari, joined the erganization a year
ago when he got his German Shep-

Greta,

Although he has only been training
Greta for a year she/has already won
several trophies andl ribbons. He i$
currently training her for the utility
rank, the highest a dog can attain for

show .
HE :FIRST BECAME interested jn
u-.nnm dogs about five years ago I
whm Lhe family - got the\r rst Great'

The Sieberts also have tiny-
1 poodley but Siebert 'said- they aven’t
trained her.

“She doesn't think she is a dng.
said,| She knows that Greta is a dog
but she doesn't think she is.” | §

‘The only, thing she is trained for is
s!eeping on beds and couches.

He said most dog trainers ae inter-

i3 just mot tru
A 'dag will rspond very we]l to
. praise, ‘Thiey, are eager to please their
master and will react \mmedlately to
pralse or ta a scolding.”
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LHASA APSO PUPPY MATCH -

Owred b:‘(esrald & Caroling Dean, this
grizzle ferttale finishied her championship wi
majors.

Superlor In conformation,

icofthe Lhns\Apso
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tavely golden- «
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Wis- fittie mdy e‘lso as hat
smooth free-flowing gait that signifies the mark of a tfue
champlon as well as the gay porsonallty that'is, cha{acmr-
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