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He’s writing history .,Jofpost office

Continved from Page 10
mehl’s: term had been very short; he

———had—succeeded—N.C—Lee;—who—had

been postrmaster since 1934. Lee’s pre-
decssor was Thomas H. McGee, who
was Farmington’s postmaster from
1913 to the beginning of Lee’s term,

Trombley began work for the post-
office in 1927 after two years in the
Detroit ' post office.

+ “When I came there were seven em-
ployes: Tom McGee, lggself Marga-
ret Bollens Mass, May Schoenber-
ger, Erskine Evans Ethe! Middle-

~and -Almeron” W. Bidwell.

“The post office was next to the
Warner Dairy office on Grand River
(south side, where Hobby shop is
now) across from the. Masonic
Temple.

“Pegple in town called for their
mail then. We had three rural car-
riers and everyone else came in for
their mail. I think it was Fred Miller
who petitioned for house to house de-
livery in the city sometime after 1945.

The first foot carrier was Marshali-

McKelvey; he was a bombadier dur-
ing (the war.

“The kids came into the post office
at least twice a day for the mail, 1
learned a lot of history too because
people came-in and we talked. I guess
that's what I miss most about the post
office—talking with people.

“We were open from 8 a.m. until 7
p.m. Farmington was a country town.
Saturday night was a busy night; a
pop comn machine drew crowds to
downtown . Farmington.
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---——-0f-the Farmington Road intersection:

“In those days Tom McGee was

acreage in' the valley near Farm-
ington and Shiawassee.

Mrs. Trombley came to Farmington
in 1931 and worked for the judge.
They were married and lived first
next door to their present home,
which they built in 1342, Their first
home (now the Walkers') is- at least
140 years old and is one house in on
the south side of Shiawassece just east

postmaster—His—family—owned —the

- Trombley's records show that the
first~mail ~carrier- came-along—about
1900 (on horseback, of course) and at
that time the post office was in
Thomas H. McGee's drugstore. It
moved to its location next to the Warn-
er dairy later on; the post office was
also located for a period in a building
on Farmington Road-where the old li-
brary is now. In 1958 the néw post of-
fice on Slocum St. was dedicated.

Trombley said the city’s Igrowth
was reflected inthe post office:**When
1 came there were seven employes.

When I retired I think we had 145 em- _

ployes and a sub station. When I
started there were three rural car-
riers. Now there are 54 mounted car-
riers. The growth was continuous; we
added carriers every year,”

Trombley said he is proud of sever-
al thlngs he did during his tenure as

“I think Fred Cook and his mother
lived in the old house when I first
came to Farmington. I still have an
old candy scale from Cook’s dry

Farmington’s changed Irom a
quiet town, with dirt streets— an jso-
lated village, where horse and buggys
drove "along the back streets, to a’
busy city. I think there were seven

o

“We were open from 8 a.m. until 7 p.m.
Farmington was a country town.”

‘goods store,” Trombley recalls,

Appropriately enough Trombley's
home (at Shiawasee and Farmington)
is just across the street from one of
the oldest homes in Farmington—a
home that once served as the first
post office. Dr. Ezekial Webb, a physi-
cian who came to Farmington in 1825,
delivered the mail as he made his
rounds and is listed as Farmington's
first postrnaster. He lived in the home
across the street from Trombley and
is included in Trombley's history of
the Farmington post office.
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blacksmith shops when I first came to
town. No more,” Trombley said.

Trombley recalls various phases in
the life of the post office. He remem-
bers when postal savings were very
important and when war bonds were
sold at the post office. ““The rural car-
riers left forms for the farmers for
the annual hog count,” Trombley re-
calls.

“I can remember when we even
sold car stamps for the dashboard of
every car That was when the state
needed money."

ty to track people down even if the ad-
dress was vague or incomplete on a
certain piece of mail. “And, I was
clerk_of.the civil service commission
and gave exams to many of-the em-
Floyes now working for the post of-
ice.”” Trombley said.

Like many men and women who
have found a job they love, Trombley
misses his work, his meetings of the
Postmasters Associations and his
many . Farmington friends.

The" quiet Farmington-Shiawassee
corner is very noisy and busy now,
something that brings the Trombleys
memory back to simpler, more tran-
quil days. Trombley recalls with a
laugh:

“I can remember in the old post of-

fice on Grand River there was a draw--

er between us and the Warner dairy.
We -used to slide the mail for the
dairy through the drawer.”

Those kind of informal small-town
days are gone forever.

-Among thenrwas his abili-—

he best value In your next
grasscutting machine calls for ; !
tough questions. Push it, ride it, . e
§-—-driveit? 1s 5 hp toomuch? Is12" "~ g
-enough? We've got some tough
answers,” No matter which IH
equipment you choose--trac-
tors, riding mowers, power
mowers, --itll be a sound choice. Because you'll get a
- tough' piece of machinery that gives more service be-
cause It demands less attention. And we'll help you find
the right size. Not tco big. And not too small, either. i J
Versatile enough to handle all chores you have. We have - e
1o fit you right, because we want to see you agaln. Even if
ittakes years.
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e Cadet Riding Mowers =y oADET ‘7.6
CADET 55 reg. 4J ET76 reg. s
5 h.p. with 28" mower $495 *440 7 h.p. with 36” mower $925 820
GADET 95 gﬁgE:.?: 36" mower & reg
g;};;;‘;oa::i;lec.mc with s:gs 3815 ’ hydrpstatic transmission $1055 3935
" 149CUB cADET TRACTOR 128 CUB-CADET TRACTOR reg. s
14 h.p. with 50" mower S 12 h.p. with 50" mower s1715 1515
‘& hydrostatic transmission, reg. -
$ 108 CUB CADET TRACTOR reg.
hydrauliclift 210 1919 . . 10h.p. with 44” mower s1600 -~ 1415
129 CUB CADET TRACTOR ; : T, o ’
12 h.p. with 50” mower & - reg. 86 CUB CADET TRACTOR reg.
hydrostatic transmission $1910 $1680 8 h.p. with 44" mower - $1500 51325

. ONE YEAR WARRANTY ON PARTS & LABOR FREE
__ON ALL INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER MOWERS
- COMPLETE PARTS & SEHVICE TERMS AVAILABLE




