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wag;untelled [p the na-

§ tiqn's_capitalreceiitly a
statue of the Rev.John

‘Witherspoon, one of
the-signers of the Dec
laration of indepen-

dénce. More and more
attentlon Is being glven
. throughout the country
‘to the memorics of tha
men who signed the
¥+ i diberty document. Not
long ago'‘therd was beld (n Wash-
ington a convention of the descend:
. ame ot the signers. It is expectéd
AR {He.resuit of the labors of
15" Hereditary organization there
- ¥01'be gathered togetber for pras:
ervation In one safe place all ths
fhings that are uttaizable which
bal fatimate assoclation with tho
¢l who on the 4th of July, 1776,
00k thelr Hves and their pens it
dand
{0 the year 1776 lived a wor
who was fond of givieg curta.:
lectures to her husband. She was
the origival Mrs Crudle. though
het name was Mrs Dickenson, the
wife of John Dickeuson of Pean
sylvaola, whose 5
Pennsylvanta Farmer” bed dol
m}lch to arouse a spirit of liberty
among the people  One nigh
eral, weeks before the o
the continental congress, of which
Dickenson  was a  member, bis
Spouse, speuking from beneath t
‘ of her nighteap,  sait
¢ youhave an
s fndepende
be hanged.
wxcellent’ widow !
the
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HRSTORIC DESK O WHICH JEFFERSON WROTE THE DECLARATION

OF IWDEFPENDENCE
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what they bad sud of
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It 1s & wellknows fact Lo declaring of
the colopies imdependent was uot thought of
serlously betdre ug of the memor
uble cotgress of the spring of 1 Washing:
tan was bitterly oppo: o any such declara-
tion until it became a miitary and eivil neces-
sity  Patrick Heory was perhaps the only out-
spoken adsocate of the year when the cutting
was actualy accomplished. though Benjamin
Franklin and Timoithy Dwight thought. and
sometimes sald, that the yoke should be re-
moved. Henry, by the way, in one of his
spceches, andoubtedly gave the keynote to
which Robert -Emmet afterward attuned the
laat senteate of his speech when condemaned
to—dle.” A% early as 1773 Patrick Heory de
cldfed that the colonies should strike for inde-
pendence, :and prophesied that France would
pot be Lackward In coming to’ thelr ald. The
tast wards of his speech were almost literally
a part of- the concluding words of Rabert
Emmet's 8peech:” “Then our country shall
take her place among the nations of the
earth.”

The original declaration of independence
was a local affair, Meckienberg county, Nurth
Carolina. at a public meefing held i3 the town
of Charlotte, in August, 1775 declared that
“it threw off forever all allegiance to tbe Brii-
ish crown.” It was not lopg alter’thls that
North Carollba Instructed its delegates to the
continental congress to vote “tirst. last and
always” for the inCependence of the uafted -,
coloplea. 1t must be suld that many blstoridns
doubt the authemiicity of (he Meskleaders

" declaration. e

The Tongress Uiat was (o declare Ampricd
free convened tn P’hiadelptia, zad in o gencral
way discussed the maiter of tkrowing o the
yoke. Richard Heiry Lee of Vir )
douced this resblution® “Moved. at thesy
united-colonjes are. and of right ought to be, .,
free and independent stutes. and. that all po-
Jiticat.connection betweeo us and Great Brit-
aln is, and ought to be. dissolved.” B

John Adams of Masthchysetts sctonded ‘the "
motion, but_the names of both mover and sec
onder were omitted from the record. because
it whs the bellef that it the British authorlties
got hold of tbem ‘as prisoners  they Y{‘ould‘
etretch hemp_ without @ trial, ‘Before (Nea)s
cudglon. of the resolution ess adf
and pame tageﬂ;:er Ag:;n 4; :!‘ s .

] e, perhaps tbe mo nenipy
‘:1.“..,‘12',"&, :::zuf 1 which. save. ln” cﬁine«

" afterward " gafd?
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separateiy,” Harrison. who had a ready it
fooking at his ample proportions, sald: “If
they drop us off at a rope’s end some of you
lightweights will be kicking and sufterlog long
efter I'm done for”

Durizg the time of the adjournment, tba
committee which had been appointed to pre-
pare the declaration ot {ndepéndence chose
Jefferson. tie yo\mgesf of thelr members, t
write the document, on the ground that he was
“the best penman” in the lot. Now, the word
penman i those days was somelimes used to
depote & man who expressed limself well on
paper, and not necessarily a man who wrote a
good hand. The Engllsh of the declaration
perhaps shows that the word was used with
the former sigplficance, though some of Jeffer-
son’s defractors have {nsisted that Tom Paine
wrote the famous document.

The Decleration of Jndependence’ was read
paragraph by paragraph to the assembled
members. As a matter of fact, the most bril-
Hant speakers were oppeséd {o the resolution.
Among those 50 opposéd were Dickenson, Rob-
ert R. Livingston, James Wilson and Cdward
Rutledge. 1t leaked gut afterward that most
of these men made spéeches opposing the sev-
ering of he Britlsh bopds. Ot three of tbose
who spoke in faver of Independence it was

aidT “Jefférson was no speaker:
George Wyath wos sedgfble, but not clear, and
Witterspoon was cleaf; but heavy.”

It bas alwaysrbcey believed that Richard
Henry lce' iid, In standing for the absolute
indepengence ‘of his é&untri: “Why stili delib-
erate? '\Why, sir, dolyou longer delay?. Let

this happy day giveydirth to ap American re-
Let

ter arifp, not to devastate and
tg, re esthblish the relgn.of peace
The ¢yes §f Europe are fixed upon
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... ush.sbe demarnds of lus o Nrlng example of -

(Sre¢com thatemay ejlibit a contrast.in . the
clcity of the citizen®io the over-iucreasing
yranoy ‘which desolgte her palluted shores.
.are not this dgyiwanting in our duty to
pyr. country tho namaes of the Amerlean jegisia-
tors qf 1176 will be plaggd by posterity at.the
wide.of Theseus! of Lytérgus, of Romulus. of
Numg, of the three Williyms of Nassau, and of

all {hose whose memjorfés bave been und for-

ever-wil
citizens.
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had been one
the fore-

most advo
cates of reslstance to tyranny, spoke forcibly
‘against the adoptlon of the declaration. [t
‘muy be that bis wife's, “Johnny, youll be
‘hanged,” was still on bis mind. He was on¢
“of the best spenkers in the congress, and the
Friends of Liberty feared the effect of bis argil-
‘inents. The gist of what he sald was years
afterwards made public, and, while Dickenson
feared slmply that the time had not yet come
for the declaring of the country's ladepen:
dence, and was fn reality a patriot at heart.
his memory bas suffered for the stand he then
took.

When Danlel Webster delivered his pane-
gvric of Thomas Jefferson snd Johp Adams
he drew a verbal picture of that scene in the
continental congress when the Declaration of

wos under i lon. He knew
the thread of Dickenson's disdéurse as It had
been imputed to hlm, and though Webdster
mentioned no name. his amplification of Dick-
enson's words wiil probably stand forever as
contalning the essence of (ke apposition of the
colonlal legislator to the taktog of a Qrm stand
for hls country's freedom.

Dickenson’s speech, as it has come down,
runs in part as follows: “Let us pause. This
step. once taken, cannot be retraced. This
resolution, once paseed. will cut off ali hope
of reconcilintion. If success attend the arms
ot England we shall then be no longer colo-
nies. with charters and with privileges; (hese
all be forfeited by this act. and we shall

be {n’the condition of other conquered people

—at the mercy of the conqugrors. . For our

selves,"we may be ready to run the hazard,

but are we ready to carry the country to that
length? - Is success so probable as to justify us?

Where is the military, where the naval power,

by which we are to resist the whole strength

of the arms’of England, for she wlll exert that’
strength to the ntmost? Chn we tely on the
~codstancy and perseverance of the people, or
“wlll they hot Bet as the people of other coun:
tries’ have-acted, and,” wearled With'a' fong
war, aubmit in the end to & 'worsk oppressfon?
. ““While wo stand on our did’ ground snd in-
-sist-on redresa of gricvandes we know e are’
“vight,"and are ot &mswerdble * {6t ~conse
. ‘quances. Nothing, then, can be lmputed to ua.
'But il we now change our object, carry our

pretenslong ‘farther and set up for absolute fn- ° *

dependence, we- shall
Menkind. - We shall no longer; be défe

losé “the. sympathy of

ORIGINAL. DRAFT OF THE DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDERCE &3 PRESERVED
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by il
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ed, 4 barased
siated onr
prion o
v owell ps
of e delegates, lack
tis own. quoted from
which some months defor
nsation. Tum Palne, @s &
was an athelst, but that made
¢ differcnce to the delegate. who was said
to be a pious Pusitan. when he had a chance
10 let his feelings go ripping thr gh sentences
like these: “lt matters very lttle now what
e king of Fngland either says or does; hel
hath wickediy broken through every moral ané
i obligation, trampled nature and con-:
o beneath his feet, and by a steady and !

tutional spirft of iusolence and cruetly
P

“Common Sense”
ted

¥
consti
procured for himself a universul hatred
it has been reported that John Witherspoon .
of Princeton, stanch orthodox Presbyterinn,,
was the mau who quoted tbus liberally from :
Tom Paine, athefst. Some years afterward the
Scotch dominie, it Is said, was taken to task
for quoting Puine, and reverend Joho said, It
tradition may be believed, that the davil's
pitchtork was nune too bad a Weapon to use|
in prodding John BGll out of the country i
It was left, bowever, for John Adams to,
make the great speech that brought to the,
side of those favoring independence all the
wavering ones, and strengtbened in helr posi.
tion those who stood for the signing of the,
What Adams sald was givea fa]
substange to the world when there wus m3!
longer-any danger of his being banged for his’
utternnces. Daniel Webster lent his own elo- |
quence und something of his dictlon to his in-|
terpretation of Adams’ discourse. which, on
the eventful day. it may be truly said won|
for the country the declarntion of mdepenv‘
dence.
JAdums’ powerful and electritying speech
was In pagt os follows: "It Is true, indeed,i
that in the beginning we aimed not at lode )
pendence. But there's a divinity which shapesi
our ends. The infustice of England has driven |
us to arms. and, blinded to her own Interest |
for our good, she hus obstinately persisted Ull|
independence is now within our grasp. We,
have but to reach forth to it and jt is ours ’
Wby. then, should we defer the declaration?:
Is any man so week as now 10 hope for a:
reconciiation with England, which shall leave:
elther eafety to the country &ad Its liberties or,
safety to bis owa life and his own honor?

“1 know there ls not & man here who would
not ratherseé a genernl conflagration ‘sweep
over the land or an earthquake sink it than .
one jot or tittle of that plighted faith fall to}

the ground. For myself. having 12 mooths,
ago in this place’ moved you that George
W o i of the!

forces raised or to be raised for defense of
Americap llberty, may my right hand forget

ot my iouth it .1 hesltate or waver in the
support 1 gi e him. * * *

"My judgmedt approves’ this medsire ‘and
my- whole' heart ‘fs in"it. - Ali tha¥ 1 havé’ and
afl that 1 dm, and all that I hopo (n' this lite;
1 am now ready here to stake upon it. ® * ¢
1 am for the deciaration.” I is my' !lving ‘sen-
timent,: and, by thi¢ grace of God,'x: shall’ be
my dying sentiment, Independence -now and
independence forever.”
Thé 2d of July Js 1n reality Independance
day, for on“this dhte io"the vear 1775 a ma-

what we possess, and- which we have solemnly
and_uniformly dlsclaitned oll {ntentton ‘6 pht
;. 5eiBg from the very outeet of the'troubles.
’Abaudqlng thug our old grounds, of reslstance

. for' the decjaration.

“bodfires, and illumination

fority of the Yrom' each colony, voted
' Two days. Iater, the docu-
mehit ‘was ‘signed ind’ went Into effect, and
from' that day to this, in. fulfiRment of John
Addms" prophecy, the day bas begn celebrated
“with pamp, parade, games, :sports, guns, bells,
from one end of the

continent to' Ltha'mﬁer."
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STILL ~LOOKING “FORLIGHT:

Strangely Erough, English Firm Failed
to Understand Letter from its
in oo nudapanese Agent.

RIS S
-An Engllsh firmj wiose shipment
of goods.yhs dglayed in reaching Ja-
pan,’ receiyed the followlng comumuni-
newly-appoiated
Japanese agent: “With regard to the
matter of escaping the penalty for
noun-delivery of this—there is only ony,
.¥3¥. -We,must make a sur of stfixe
occurring In our factory. Of couTse
big untrue.: 1.place my presence. on
inclosed form of letter and belleve
this, will afold the trouble of

liglops and compatent
heavyugright and god
that uselgss to apply for
nature. Pltase therefore at
at Yokohama offce, minking
But o cause for fear of prison &
penings, as thls oft’n happens
merchants of bigh'imtegrity,
this invelves that your
mear apd excessive &
business purpose.- | think m
ter u little serpentlike wisdon
manavod and thus fou
5 edifice”  The firm
much now about the deluy
bezore.

INTOLERABLE (TCHING.

‘ Fearfui Eczema All Over Baby's Face

—Professional Treatment Faiied,
A Perfect Cure by Cuticura.

“When my Htt
old ! noticed

girl was six morths
rall red spots on her
w o large that
bu:, fnstead of

1 sent for the Juctor
belping the erupticn, his  ciament
seemed o make it worse  Then

ad doctor who sad it
He ai30 gave me an olnt
hodid wot heip either. The
face and

tionally
the grov
when the
services on
ordered twn
e that
coe dads beew
latest methods of
he decided
though h
to pure
was better 1o stary with the ex
—Haurper's Weekly
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His Stomach Rebelled.
A dyspetie Atehis E
a restaurant the
dered fried  cath
bawled the walter Lo
staptly the weak
“Cancel that order
sald, "and §
sausage
make it dog!” yelled he
he 18 wondering vet sLy
grabbed bis hat and Inft

What Did He Mean?
Mr. Brown abd his fam
standing {n front of the Hon's
“John,” sald Mrs Brown, hese
animals were to escape, whom would
you save first, we or the children?”
“Me, answered John, without hesh
tation.— Magazie,

Ask Your Drugght for Alien’s F
I tried N'§ FOOT-EAS
Iy

It

an s et s
Kas cured my corns, und the hot.
= and tlehing sensation n my fo
ble, and_ ke would ot

oy

That Wheezy Sound,

“Say.” inquized the boy jpgst door
of the H{Qe-gist whose fathes-gulsred
trom agthria, Ywhat makesfour fa-
ther wheeze so?

"I guess.it's one of his inside or-
gans playing!"—~Pyck,




