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For miners’ wives

Quilting helps hike incomes

By MARY CONNELLY ¢

One woman in Cabin Creek, W.
Va., improved her standard of liv-
ing by installing indoor plumbing
in her home.

Another ordered her first phone
hook-up.

The women are among 150 pri- .
marilf‘ middle-agtd widows of
A‘F alachian coal miners who have
added to meager incumes\bly sell-
ing hand-made quilts throughout
the country..

Originated by a VISTA volun-
teer in 1970, the marketing of the
traditionally-patterned quilts has
taken a new turn in.Birmingham.

When VISTA worker Jamie
Thibeault first hit upon the idea of
selling the erafts-of the hand-quil-
ters, he outletted them at fairs and
women’s groups meetings. Scat-
tered retailers, ineluding Lord &
Taylor in New York, also pur-
chased the Cabin Creek quilts.

Now, Wendy Blau, a former
member of the VISTA trio which
launched the project, has made she
quilts a full-time business. In July,
Miss Blau opened the Cabin Creek
company, in downtown Birming-
ham. The store stocks only quilts,
pillows, mountain toys and other
Appalachian crafts turned out by
residents of Cabin Creek. L

“ITS PROVIDED additional
income for women who are living
either on welfare or living on pay-
ments from dead husbands,” Miss
Blau said of the Cabin Creek pro-
ject. “It's provided them with in- *
come and also social gatherings.
It's added a little something to
“their lives they didn't have before.”

Miss Blau worked with two.
other VISTA volunteers in Cabin
Creek during 1970 to establish the
traditional quilting activity as a
source of income for the women.

“If there were an archives of suc-
cessful projects started by VISTA
volunteers, Cabin Creek Quilts
would be among the top five,” said
the 24-vear-old woman.

“The average quilter today 1s a
woman 55 or 60 years old,” Ms.
Blau said. The, patterns have been

Mixed patterns of the'Cabin Creek patchwork design.
(Photographed by Patricia A. Beck)
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©® DRESSES .
©® TOPS N’ BOTTOMS
@ SPORTSWEAR

The Unigue Jr. Boutique
15 Mile/Orchard Lake — West Bloomfield
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icious Dining Without Estravagance

Machus Red Hox
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. Telegraph at Maple

Business Executives fop Dining “100"; Award
( " -Featured in Holidoy Magazine

Luncheon—Cocktails—Dinners
. .. Traditional cuisine where incomparable food
and beverage is served in_a quiet, elegant English
Hunt Club atmosphere. N
Opep daily 11:30 a.m.
Sundays 4 p.m.

Reservations 626-4200

passed from mother to daughterin £~
families within the community of =
500 EY

In former times, coal mining E)

supported a population: of more
than 4,000 in the country sur-
rounding the 25-mile long Cabin
Cree

With their husbhands working
Tengthy hours in the mines and
their homes subject to cold Appa-
lachian temperatures, the women
began quilting. .

WHEN THIBEAULT moved
into the regrion, the quilts produced
on old-fashioned quilting frames
during 100 hours of labor were
selling at church bazaars for 310.

VISTA's non-profit Cabin Creek S
(%:nh cooperative hegan marketing :
the coverlets for prices averaging
£100 to 3400 doliars,

“A woman makes about 30 o>60
cents an hour when vou consider
costs and time, even if you “
sell the quilts for $300,” said Miss
Blau, a former Oak Park resident

Among the crafts produced from
the West Virginia poverty belts are
tlower garden and dotible wedding
ring patterned quilts, quilted pil-
lows and purses, patchwork
stuffed animalls. dolls, aprons, ta-
blecloths and ties and corn husk
dolls.
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BRIDAL SALON /
1095 S. Hunter Blvd.
Birmiogham
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0ODWARD AT STATE
' 7 MILE AT LIVERNOIS
EASTLAND CENTER
BIRMINGHAM *
THE VILLAGE PLAZA
DEARBORN -
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Shop in These Departments for Sensational deings in all 6 Stores!

Accessories
Foundations
Lingerie
Better Dresses

Moderate Dress Dept.
» Miss “B” Shop
Millinery

® Casual Dresses

Summer Suits Ve
Sports Shop :

All Weather Coats

Children’s Apparel

Infants Wear

Shoes -, )

Jr. Coats, Dresses, Sportswear
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