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Kids, parents

Make_ U-Turn for bright future

By JUDY OWEN

“Area youths with drug problems,
school problems or famﬁy problems
have a chance to do an about face at
U-Tumn. the Bloomfield-Birmingham

Center for Human Development, Inc.
The program which began in No-
vember 1972. with a skeleton program
and one youth participant and grew in
two weeks to include 12 participants
now can serve 3540 youths # a time.

Robert H.
Bergstrom,
CPCU

Private insurance began 1o flourish
in America in the carly decades of
the twentieth century. It was then
that they began to provide health in-
surance in the farm of accident and
bealth nsurance policies for_individ-
ual persons and for groups. The ben-
efits from such policies include pay-
ments amounting to a maximum of
one half of the insured persons salary
for periods of disability Other things
were also included in the early plans
which were forerunners of our care-
tully developed insurance plans which
it today's necds

BERGSTROM INSURANCE
AGENCY, 29700 Orchard Lake Rd.,
Farminglon Hills, 6264400, will care-
fully design an insurance plan to fit
your particular situation. Perhaps
You're a business owner .. we have
the finest commercial insurance avail-
able Perhaps you want personal pro-
tection . we are experts on all types
of personal protection for you and
your family We are large enough to
serve ali vour needs. yet -small
enough o know vou - you're not a
number with BERGSTROM INSUR-
ANCE AGENCY. Call or visit today.
Open: Mon ¥ §3: other times by
appointment

Insurance Fact

(o Jou are iabe for accidents which

happen on your property. Check your
liability coverage with us

In September, U-Turn will niark its
first year in its present location in a
large renovated house on Frankiin
Road at Telegraph in Bloomfield
Township. It serves youths from. 12 to
18 years who reside in the township,
Bloomfield Hills, Birmingham and the
Birmingham and Bloomfield Hills
Schoot districts.

Program director John Genovesi is
quick to point out that the highly struc-
tured program is not a drop-in center
or crisis intervention center.

.

INSTEAD YOUTHS who come to U-
Turn must first make an appointment,
then go through a series of orienta-
tions and interviews to if

gram and that he will participate with-
in the group sessions.

Genovesi said that the commitment

is "a common bond between us all
here.”

This orientation lasts from two

to one month. 3

Both parents also attend an initial
orientation session and then are con-
tacted periodically throughout the
time the youth is in the program.

“If the youth’s problem is basically
with his parents then we work with
those parents more than others,
seeing them about once every other
week." Genovesi said.

ONCE THE youth feels that he has

they want to make a commitment to
the program and themselves.

While many of the youths in the pro-
gram have had drug probeims, the
program attempts to get to the root of
the problem by helping to solve re-
lated family, school or peer group
problems.

The program is based on the family
unit, Genovesi said. It's not meant to
take away from their own personal
family and not just a “kid-to-kid sort
of thing.”

1t involves the family, church,
schoo!, courts, police and peer group
relations.

“We're giving a chance for the kids
to turn around and evaluate their own
lifestyle,” Genovesi said. He stresses
that it does not use psychotherapy..

PARAPROFESSIONALS under the
supervision of professionals work with
the youths.

“We're basmally dsalmg with peer
_motivation,"

Students come to the program them-
selves or upon referrals by schoo! offi-
cials, parents, churches, police depart-
ments or the courts

Youths interested in U-Turn first at-
tend general orientation sessions from
5:30 to 8 p.m. on Mondays where they
meet’ the staff, become acquainted
with the pmgram and decide if they
would like to join.

They may then have an initial inter-
vnev- with the program director at
“which time the youth discusses
changes that he would like to make
within himself.

“IT'S A HIGHLY structured seIE
help motivation program,” Genovest
explained. -

Following the initial orientation, the
youth then attends an orientatign with
six to 12 peers where he len house
rules and makes a that

the goals of orientation,
has been able to- verbahze this to his
group and has the staff member's ap-
proval, he meets with Genovesi for an
evaluation.

At this point the youth prepares a
“‘preseription.”

The prescription may range from
“It's hard for me to talk to Mom and
Dad” to “School isn't where it should
be at for me,”* Genovesi explained.

‘The youths then enter into value
clarification exercises in groups of
foir to six persons.

“The basic goal of prescription is at-
titudinal change, as awareness is the
:s}&c goal of orientationy' Genovesi

ANOTHER evaluation foliows, then
the youths enter into articulation
which lasts about one month. This is
the breaking-away part of the pro-
gram where the youths are not as de-

‘pendent upon the group.

The youths fmally gn through a
final evaluation by the staff and then

appear before a hboard ofy laymen
made up of about 50 representa(ives
from the community.

“Graduation is the final step which
gives reinforcement.

U-Turn officials.will provide letters
of recommendation for youths looking
for jobs, will assist in ‘job placement
and will help youths return to school
if they have dropped out

Presently there are 45 youths on the -

walfing list ,

GENOVESI HOPES that his new as-
soctate program director, Woody
Shook, will help expand the program.

Shook was youth director at the
First Presbyterian Church of Birming-
ham where the U-Tum program was
first housed.

The church consented to allow him

i the program there three
times a week

[Z@r he returned to college and-

ligion,
“We need 10 more of these houses
in this

he will not use mind-altering sub-
stances for the duration of the pro-

to begin to handle
the problems,” Genovesi said. “We
are doing positive kinds of things. I'm

just recently received his degree in re-
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Workers on Genovesi's staff include
Charlie Linder, a community-youth
worker for six churches and numer-
ous volunteers.

Overseeing the operation is a 17-
member board headed by Ed Leder-

In compliance with the new ‘state
law Genovesi has apptied for licensing
la)‘smal subs\ance abuse program under

lic
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Funding for the 547,000 annual budg-
et has been bolstered by a $20,000 two-
year grant from the Junior League of
Birmingham as well as grants from
parent-teacher organizations, the Oak-
land County Drug Abuse Control pro-
gram and Community Action Council
(CAC).

But most of the help comes from
volunteers who put in 800 to 900 hours
each month. Volunteers serve in com-
mitteework, adult supervisory and
clerical . capacities.
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lts hard to choose a Congressman unless he tells you where he stands.

Inflation

The best answer to infiation is greater productivity

It 1s imperative that Congress enact a campa‘bn
financing law that requires full disclosure of every -

tells yoquhere'he stands.

iavagion

b

Joseph Levin is the kind of man 1 like to see drawn

into public life. He comes from a family dedicated

to public service. He may well be the best of .

all the Levins. His integrity and dedication are
unquestioned. He would.have no cbligations to any
special interest groups.” 'tou Gordon’s newspaper column

Democrat
for Congress

Vote Tuesday August 6, 1974
Democratic Primary

to succeed retiring Congresswoman Martha Griffiths.
..in a tradition of integrity and public service.

Joseph

\

which increases the supply of goods and lowers prices.
Congress should stimulate productivity by
stimulating investment in buildings. machinery and
other capital goods (through adequate depreciation
schedules and investment tax credits) and by
€ncouraging investment in education through tuition
tax credits.

.
Tuition Tax Credits
Hard-wotking middie-income families cannot alford
skyrocketing college and technical sChoo! tuitions. At
the same time. many independent colleges are being
tinancially sutfocated.
Congress should encourage higher education and
reduce inflationary pressure by providing a reasonable
tax credit or tax deduction for a significant portion of
the tuition paid to colleges and techhical schools

Pensions
1 support the enactment of federal lagisiation to assure
greater financial security lor retirees.

Such federal legislation should ensure early vesting of

retirement rights, transferability of employees

retirementirights from one job to another. the financial

stability of thie plan itself. a fair rate of return on the
St paidandrules barring discr

pensior

« against vﬂmen who temporan[y leave the labor force

National Health Insurance
1 will work for early enactment of a nanonal health plan
which will protect the savings and tinancial security of
middle-income families and assure hrghuuamy
medical care.

.
Welfare
A clear incentive to work must be inserted into our

welfare system if it is to earn the support of a majority

of the American people.

| support the proposed Famity Assistance Plan concept
because it would provide such a clear incentive and
eliminate some of the more demeaning elements of
our present costly and inefficient welfare system.

Campaign Financing Reform
We have learned very little frém the exposure of the
1972 Nixon campaign abuses if we think that campaign .
abuses are confined to any one group of men or are
solved by gétting rid of those men.

.

contributor and every contribution and that imposes
entorceable imitations on both the amounts of
gcampaign contributions and total campaign
expenditures

‘Crime

Congress shouid continue (o provide material support
10 ourlocal police. establish spectal F.B.1. task forces
1o root out local corruption that rmpedes faw enforce-
ment. require tederal couris (0 imprison professional *
sellers of hard drugs and require comprehensive treat-
ment of all addicted criminals before they are released.

Nalionat Security

Alf other 1ssues will pale into msigmhcance if we fail (0
avert a worldvade nuclear war

While maintaiming a strong national defense. we must
actvely explore every opportunity for mutual
reductions of arms and secure arms controls

The United States should continue its uniquely
constructive role in assisting Israel and her neighbors
1o move together toward a more stable peace

We must also accelerate our efforts to alleviate the
problems of malnutrition. starvation and related
hopelessness that historically have so often been the
cause of war

About the Candidate

Joseph Levin was born and raised in Detroit. He is 36
yearsold. He s the youngest of four children of the late
Federal Judge Theodore Levin and Rhioda K. Levin

His oldest brother is Michigan Supreme Court Justice
Charles L. Levin. He is a first-cousin of Democratic -
Gubernatorial Candidate Sander M. Levin and Detroit *
Common Council President Carl M. Levin
He was the Finance Director of

the 1970 Michigan Democratic Party
Gubernatorial Campaign. the Treasurer of the 1968
Democratic Presidential Campaign in Michigan and, in
1971 and 1972, the Co-Chairman of the Michigan
Democratic Party Century Fund. He has been a
Democratic campaign worker in every election year -
since 1952.

He graduated from Oberlin College in 1958 and
Columbia Law School in 1962. He has practiced law for'
12 years in the Detroit law firm of Dice, Sweerrey and
Sullivan. He is married to Raina M. Levin. M.D., a 1970
graduate of Wayne University Medical School.



