A

Message from' a friend

George Maskin—
still 'a super guy

Editor’'s Note: Observer &
Eccentric reporter Jackie Klein
is a long-time friend of George
Maskin, who was fired recently
from his job as Publicity Direc-
tor for the Detroit Pistons. Mas-
kin is a resident of West Bloom-
field Township.

By JACKIE KLEIN
I'm not a sports writer nor du L
pretend to understand the intrica-
cies of the games.

But I do know something about

winners and losers, and [ recognize _

a foul ball when [ see one. And I

know even more about George '

Maskin, former publicity director
for the Detroit Pistons basketball
team.

George is a super guy who feels
like a loser these days. After 14
vears of fronting for a losing
team in order to sell it to a disen-
chanted publie, George got the old
ax job in two short words —
“You're Fired” '

v
If voy've ever been through a
merger pr acquisition, you know
the apyrehensions of wondering
how and if you'll fit into the new
OTLSHIZHUOH Some b\lr\l\e others
are eased out gracefully and re-
placed. Still others leave because
they can't weather the change.

But to wipe out 14 years of dedi-
cation ‘with two harsh words is a
foul in anybedy’s ball park.

WE VE KNOWN George for 28
s, ever since he crashed our
wedding wearing an umpire’s suit
He stood out like a pair of brown
shoes in a world of tuxedos.

George came to the wedding to
see Elaine, my best friend and
bridesmaid, who later became his
wife, In those days, George was
writing sports for the old Detroit
Times and umping a bit in the san-
dlot circuits on the side

* One bleak night, George and the
rest of the Times staff got a tele-
gram announcing that the paper
had folded. The Maskins had a
voung family by then. Their secu-
rity was shaken.

A job is a job is a job after all”

GEORGE MASKIN
Former Piston PR director

And you can strike out at the drop
of a Western Union message.

Guys like George aren’t cut out
for the competitive jungle of the
business world. Writers (even
some public relations men) are tra-
ditionally® sensitive, creative and
idealistic. Sometimes they have ac-
cident-prone egos.

George has a tough shell, a soft
heart, a soft sell and an iron-clad
sense of fair play and integrity.
He's a task master at his job and
he stands 10 feet taller than any-
one in the Detroit sports circle.

He's too sincere to be a PR bull
shooter and his brusqueness covers
up & basicshyness. But whateverf
he did, he perservered for 14 years
while the Pistons turned over
coach After coach, and player after
player.

The Pistons finally made the
playoffs last winter. But now the
team has lost a loyal champion
who never missed 2 game or took a
vacation or bad mouthed the team
when it was down.

George is a winner in anyone's
lineup. He sure doesn’t deserve to

be counted out.
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Finis for Farmington Legion

Y

By TOM BAER

Farmington’s American Legion
baseball season skidded to a halt
last Saturday in the Lincoln Park
Connie Mack Tournament. K

Manager Wally Christensen’s
Farmington team which ha
dropped three-straight games
since the end of its Districe 18 sea-
son, lost 3-1 to Lincoln Park last

Sd
?oss knocked Farmington
oul of the tournament and ended
its season at 18-9-2 overall.
Losing pitcher Tim Hammer
balked in a run on an appeal play
in the first inning. With two outs,
Lincoln Park’s Joe Cannon singled.
Scott Bradley tripled, knocking in
Cannon with the first run.
Hammer then threw to first
base, claiming that Bradley had
not touched the bag. The umpire
called a balk, and Bradley trotted
home with the second run.

““INSTEAD OF stepping to-
ward the rubber, he (Hammer)
just stepped lm\ard first and
threw the ball." Christensen said.
“They called 2 balk

Lincoln Park add;i another run
in the fourth. The winners had
runners on first and third with

Southfield Pony-Colts -,
ask for financial help

Southfield's Pony-Colt baseball
league has some big problems—
but Leégue Commissioner Lloyd
Rizzo isn’t afraid to ask for help.

The Colt-Pony League, which
serves more than 300 Southfield
Youngsters from 13-16 vears of
age, experienced financial prob-
lems this summer. The league
owes 3800 to area sporting goofls
firms for equipment purchas¢d
this summer.

o admits that the situation
is ¢ te and is asking for con-
tributions from residents

Federation Nationals coming up

Colts fall in tourney

By TOM BAER

North Farmington-West Bloom-
field has fallen in the Colt Midwest
Regional tournament, but the
tournament trail stretches on for
manager Bill Doerr and ‘some of
his NFWB sr(udd

Doerr managed the same group
of players to a first-place finish in
the Detroit Suburban Federation
League. The Federation team,
which compiled a 13-1 record, will
compete in the Federation Na-
tional Tournament in Dayton,
Ohio this weekend.

“We're going to regroup and add
six players for our tnp to Dayton,”
Doerr said. “And we're soing to
work two-a-day sessions between
now (Tuesday) and when we
leave.”

NFWB had only 10 players for
the last four games at the Colt
tournament in Mt. Pleasant last
weekend. After an opening loss to
Birmingham, \I-\FB defeated
\\'aul\c;éan I11. (6-4 in eight in-
nings), Birmingham (5-2) and host
Mt. Pleasant (2- 01 to make the
finals.

Mt. Pleasant defeated NFWB,
6-1, to win the Regional and ad-

vance to the Midwest District this
weekend in Springfield. HI.

Winning pitcher Dave Klumpp
allowed N );\\B just four hits,
while striking out seven. Klumpp
also knacked in four runs with a
pair of doubles. Mt. Pleasant
scored two unearned runs in the
first inning.

NFWB scored its run in the sev-
enth when Mark Purcell walked,
moved to second on Mike Scanlon's
single and scored on CIiff Mar-
riott’s single. NFWB stranded
cight runners during the game.

\'W\%zuﬁe:l three pitchers. Bob
Fleischh worke:

the first two’
innings. Kevin McCrum went 3!z
innings, striking out three, walk-
ing two and allowing just one hit.
Greg Mathiak pitched the last two
innings.

MATHIAK FOUND his pitch-
ing talents much in demand. H
pitched a portion of four consuu-
tive games during a two-day span.

“He did a marvelous job,” Doerr
said. “He had not mtcheda single
game for us previously.”

Mathiak was the winning
pitcher in NFWB's extra-inning
victory over Waukegan. He set
down the heart of the Waukegan

Cranbrook keeps

Cranbrook Swim Club is favored
to win its second-straight North-
west Suburban Swim Leagud Meet
this week-end at Bloomfield Hills
Lahser High School. Meet prelimi-
naries will be held Aug. 7-9, with
the finals set for Aug. 10 at 1 p.m.

Coach John Mason’s Cranbrook
team tuned up for the league meet
by defeating Woodside Athletic

Club, 343-220, last week. The vie- -

tory was Cranbrook's 21st in a row
over the past three seasons.
Cranbrook swimmers set five
team records against Woodside.
Debbie Saputo (girls' 15-17 vear)
topped the 50-meter butterfly in
:32.9, and the 100 meter individual
medley in 1:15.6'

N »

Other record breakers: Kristyn
Ryndress (girls' 13-14 vear) took
the 50-meter butterfly in :33.1;
Paul Koening (boy’s 9-10 year) fin-
ished the 50-meter breaststroke in
:48.4; and Lesa Mitchell (girls’ 7-8,
vear) finished the 25-meter breast-
stroke in :24.5.

Physical stuff

Physical examinations for foot-
ball and other sports at Southfield
High School will be held in the
school annex building on Wednes-
day (Aug. 14) at 9 a.m. Southfield
High School is located at Ten Mile
and Lahser roads.

order in the eighth — the nnl\ in-
ning he worked.

NFWB scored two runs in the
eighth to break a 4-4 tie and win
the game. Scanion singled, at-
tempted to steal second and scored
when the catcher threw the ball
into centerfield. Bert Patek, who
had walked on the play, scored on
Eric Olsen’s single.

Olsen was tthpxtchm;: star in
the victory over Birmingham. He
worked nnings, allowing just
two smg]es Mathiak relieved and
worked his way out of a bases
loaded situation.

Eight of the nine NFWB batters
had hits against Birmingham.
Scanlon had two hits and drove in
a run. Mathiak had the only extra~
base hit — a double.

Mathiak and Fleischhacker
teamed up to shut out Mt. Pleas-
ant in the next game. Mathiak re-
lieved with the bases loaded and no
outs in the sixth inning. He re-
sponded by retiring three straight
batters.

NFWB scored two runs in the
sixth. Scanlon singled and stole
second. Marriott_walked. Both
runners scored on Patek’s triple.

“1 think that for having 10 kids,
they did a tremendous job,” Doerr
said. “I'm proud of every one of
them."”

winning

Rochester-Village
Rochester Heart of the Hills
stopped Village Swim .Club,
295-218, last week. The loss gave
Village a 2-4 record in the North-
west Suburban Swim League.

Village's boy's 52-year IM relay
set ateam record of 2:15.4. The
team consists of Bill Dunn, Scott

Mansfield, Dave Smith and Kurt:

Maczei. Other Village records:
Mike Konezal (boy's 9-10 year)
took the 50-meter breaststroke in
:48.0; Lisa MacMillan (girls’ 9-10
vear) topped the 50-meter free-
e in :33.9; and Mark Sarnacki
boy’s 7-8 year) finished .the
25-meter breaststroke in :23.2.
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two out. The runner on first at-
tempted to steal. Catcher Rob Hol-
ton’s throw went into centerfield,
allowing the runner on third to
seore.

Farmington, which had base
runners in six of the seven innings,
scored a run in the fifth. Steve
Koinis led off with a single. Randy
Seitz bunted and both runners
were safe when the Lincoln Park
pitcher booted the ball.

Hammer then walked to load
the ba\s with nobody out. Jeff
Herman¥hit the ball to shortstop
Jan Kowski, who turned it into a
double play with Koinis scoring on
the play. Tom Celani grounded out
to end the inning.

Kowski was clearly the defen-
sive star of the game. He handled
seven chances, turning three into
double plays.

Farmington, which once chal-
lenged Waterford for the District
18 lead, has been fading ever since
the final game of the season — a
two-all tie with Waterford.

“I think we lost our starch in
that Waterford game,” Christen-
sen said. “We hit the ball real well,
but Waterford was hauling them
in. There were some great catches
in that game.”

“We had to buy equipment—
catcher’s mits, shin guards and the
like," Rizzo said. “All this wasn't
in the budget and we fell about
$800 short.

“We're not la\l\ing about money
for mext year, we're talking about
money to pay off our debts for this
summer.”

Persons wishing to contribute to
this cause may contact Rizzo at
353 004%

Tim Hammer was the losing pitcher in Farmington's finc! Connie Mack loss

GRINNELL S MALL STORES OPEN SUNDAY: NOON TO 5P.M,

« PONTIAC MALL » OAKLAND MALL - TEL-12 MALL * LIVONIA MALL - MACOMB MALL

~ 8-FOR-1
PIANO
COMBINATION

ALL FOR ONE PRIGE Compurutlve Value 51149 to $1199)

HERE 1S THE
COMBINATION:

1
2

3
4
5

store

Grinnell Spinet Pi-
ano in your choice
of 3 styles shown o-
bove.

Matching Bench with
ample underseal
storage space for

music

£

CHarGH

TenLessons Includ-
ed. Availoble ot your
nearest Grinnell

Metronome. A must
for the piono begin-
ner. handy for any
oianist

Instruction Materiol.
Includes the neces
sary method book

$

your home

Delivery to

floor.

oli parts

f II'II'IQI

5. INSTRUCTION
MATERIAL

Tuning within 6
Months. Grinnell s
expert will come to

Hoémeatnocost nor
malmilecgeandfirst

Ten Year Warranty.
Grinnell s guoran
tees your prano on

Grinneli Spinet,
Itolian Provincial Style
in Wolnut Finish

2. MATCHING
BENCH
/

. Grinnell Spinct.
Mediterrancan Style.
i in Oak Finish

Your

Grinnell Spinet.

Early American Style
in Maple Finish

;.

MASTER CHARGE

BANKAMIRICARD

5 WATS 10 BUY 4 PAY PLAN :00 DAYS SAME A5 CASHI  BUDGET PLAN

Birmingham Royal 02t Livoniz Mal Oatland Mall Tel-12 Mall Ponliac Mall *

251 Meghi 1. 501 S. Washington 20512 W. 1 Mile 14 Nie and |75 28814 Teiegraph 3B N, Telegrapn
5445135 534150 4167050 5456750 357-0300 6820422
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