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editorial opinion

Dan McCosh writes

" A look at Women’s Lib .

Women's lib made me, a WASP
male, a minority.

Lumping in 51 percent or so of the
species, with ethnic and racial groups
historically discriminated against,
swung the balance. precarious any-
way. and now those of us included in
this category probably account for
less than a third of the population.

In a way. it is the destruction of a
myth. Most so-called “minorities” are
actually only minorities in the United
States anyway. Calling Chinese, for ex-
ample, a ‘“‘minority group” is the
same kind of logic which has Colum-
bus “discovering America,” when in
reality all he did was help cure the ig-
norance of a handful of Europeans.

Many WASP males suspected this

all along and protected themselves
from the truth.

They drank in “men only™ bars,
joined exclusive clubs, elected their
cronies and saw to it television broad-
cast only mirror images of them-
selves.

But all that is past now. We have
been found out.

As an ethnic group. we have begn a
colorless lot (pardon the pun). The ef-
fort has been in the past to maintain
a low profile, drive conservative cars
and generally avoid the impression
one is swinging one's weight around.

The time may be at hand to revive
some ethnic pride.

I saw some guy driving an MG the
other day wearing a cap with a
buckle in the back. Right on, brother.

Michael Marcellino writes

Did anyone hear the latest? The one
about Joe Smith and his wife, Sandy?
We need some good WASP jokes.
Somebody has got to invent a tricky
way to.shake hands and some in-
group stang.” .

The urge is strong to dig into the
closet, break out the penny loafers
and regimental-striped tie and the
wine-colored blazer.

Maybe get a leather armchair no-
body can use except me after I get
home from work.

Eat rare roast beef and drink mar-.
tinis.

Get the dog'to bring in my paper
and slippers.

11l have to be the dog, [ guess, be-
cause nobody talks to us much any-
more.

A period of calmness

A modest country schoolroom near near Madi-
son, Ohio served as the forum for a press confer-
ence more than a decade ago when I met Gerald

Ford

The whistle stop campaign trail through Lake
County, Ohio was the same path Jack Kennedy

used enroute to the presidency.

Someone asked Ford, “Will you be named mi-

nority leader?”

The Michigan congressman was a top runner
for the post. He replied in a manner [ would come
to recognize as characteristic of Ford.

In a brief. modest statement he replied that he
was honored with the question, but the answer
was the prerogative of the House Republicans and
he would not comment until they had made a deci-

sion.

We were sure he would get the job.

THE MOST recent contact I have had with the
career of Gerald Ford was several months ago
when his name was placed before the U.S. Senate

for confirmation as Vice-president
States.

A man who identified himself as an agent of the

Federal Bureau of Investigation asked if he could
speak with me. (Yes, I checked his credentials.)
1 told the agent I had no evidence of

wrongdoing relative to Ford. 1" hadn't ‘even re-

of the United

ceived an unsigne
reader. Almost all politicians receive at least one
unsigned nasty letter written to “the editor.”

Gerald Ford did not say anything spectacular at
his press conference in Madison, Ohio. He said
some kind things about fellow Republican Bill
Stanton, then a candidate for Congress.

HE DID NOT even deliver a routine observa-
tion in an exceptional m:
forward, considerate and brief. It was apparent
that he was tired and that it was still a long trip
back to Grand Rapids.

The beginning of his Presidency shortly after
noon on Friday was a crystalized reflection of his
past public career. He is straightforward,
humble, considerate and uncontroversial.

He will bring calm to the country. The nation
could stand a period of calmness. And, if a bit of
predicting is in order, should Gerald Ford contin-

ed nasty letter from an irate

er. He was straight-

ue the tenor set on Friday, he will certainly win

election in his own right in 1976.

Carl Stoddard writes

Elective process (yawn) works

Just to be different
talk about Richard >
of the union. Sorry

But before you start saying “aw
shucks™ and flip the page. listen. I'm
still talking about politics. in a way.

We have what is known in political
science classes as the “elective proc-
ess.” That means most folks get into
office because we vote for them. Yes.
[ know that's hard to believe. but it's
true. N )

Anyway. I got a chance to take a
close look at this process last week
during the primary. (You do remem-
ber the primary don't you?)

IT WAS MY JOB to keep track of
about haif a dozen races: a state rep-
resentative race: a judgeship race:
and a bunch of county commissioner
races

So about 8 p.m. Tuesday I was wait-
ing in the news room, crowded next to
a telephone, hunched over my type-

I'm not going to
xon or the state

writer and ready to go. through two renditions of the Star A} of which means that the voters

It was clection night. Boy-oh-boy. Spangled Bamner and put away aren't dumb. The elective process KLE'"Em "‘FAN]‘
The excitement would begin any min. enough coffee to keep an elephant works. But we all really knew that TERRY SLEEp,
ute. The phones would start ringing. vZ anywa ERS

People wauld phone in the election re-
sults. B

Then I'd phone some of the winners,
type up my articles on the races,
drink a bunch of coffee, yell “‘Stop the
Presses” just for fun and then wrap it
up and call it a night.

But things didn’t work out that way.

More than three hours after the
polls shut down I was still staring at
my typewriter and the phone. Noth-
ing.

Ouly a couple precincts had phoned
m.

Someone mentioned that in Cobk
County. Chicago Mayor Richard
Daley’s stronghold, poll” workers esti-
mate retums. Suddenly that sounded
preity reasonable.

SONNY ELIOT was tweeking the
upper peninsula when I phoned city
hall to see how the judge races were
going. They didnt havé much of an
idea. 7

By 1:30 am. [ still_couldnt get
many concrete results. But I had.sat

Around 2:30 a.m., it looked pretty
certain in one of the state representa-

tive races, so I called one of the win-
ning candidates to get his reactions
and comments. I figured he'd be
awake.

He was.

But before I reached him 1 found
someone that wasnt. I'd dialed a
wrong number. Whoever you are, I'm

sory.

Anyway, to make a long night short,
1 finished up the election coverage at
about 6 a.m

I YAWNED my way home and
crashed into bed. And with the coffee
gently sloshing through my body, 1
drifted toward sleep.

As 1 was almost asleep, my wife
asked me, ever so gently, “Who
won?"

“The good guys.” I said and I was
asleep.

Looking back on that statement, I
think it was more true than I imag-
ined. I mean, with a few exceptions,
the good guys did get the most votes.

1t's just nice to be reminded some-
times.
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To the Editor:

An article. captioned *Mails fail:
questionnaire is unanswered”, which
appeared in your Aug. 1 edition, unfor-
tunately erroneously conveyed the im-
pression both in headline and content,
that a certified letter mailed by the
West Bloomfield-Farmington League

of Women Voters to Joseph Levin, can- there or call and agk for re-delivery Al fai R .
didate for U.S. Congress, was never on a specified da)7 when someone m)' ﬁ:ori;as no postal failure, as ““© P[MESTER
received by Mr. Levin because of a would be available at his house to ac- ' ) EN. Asa DACH ORTERS -
failure on ihe part of the Postal Serv- cept. it Postal Director A pIAEd COME

ice. We held the letter for 15 days, as  Aug. 7, 1974 Detroit Post Office .

residence in Detroit, but there was no
one there to accept the letter and sign
for it as required in the case of certi-
fied mail. We left the customary ‘‘no-
tice of arrival” in the mail box, in-
forming Levin that we were holding a
certified letter for him at the postal
station and that he could pick it up

we returned it to the sender as un-
claimed.

It is, of course, possible that the
“notice of arrival” was somehow over-
looked by the residents, but we would
like to- assure all interested parties
that contrary to the impression given
in the article, (unintentionally, we are
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Let's talk baby talk. We've got lots and lots of things to
make baby's life happier —and all at teeny, tiny sales
prices. Clothes, lamps (some that play pretty lullabyes).
strollers, playpens and cozy comforters. So if there's a
member of the cradle crowd in your tamily, come in —
count your blessings and the savings.

PRIDE TRIMBLE MESH PLAYPEN

it measures 40"x40". Has secure steel supports and padded

sides. Folds conveniently for storage. In 3 9 9
"

& flowered pattern. Regularly $33.

BABY STROLLER FROM STROLLES®

Has a windbreaker to keep baby free from dratts. 3-position seal
and a foatrest. Market basket. trgy. sae-
1y strap. Regularly $25. N »

/
MUSICAL AND NON-MUSICAL LAMPS ™

From a famous maker. they'e in assorted paste! and bright
wood, have hand-painted decorative figures, some that twirl and
play tunes. V/L approved. Regularly $14 1o $22.

v

$10.99 to *16.99

INFANT KNITWEAR FOR BOYS, GIRLS
Adorable assortment of imported acrylic knit dresses and one-

and two-plece suits for boys. In pastet shades. 35 9 9
.

Sizes S, M. Regularly $8.50 to $10.

1
Infents-Toddlers (#39) atall eight stores.

*3.99
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