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Baskets recall past era

By DIANE SANDS

Before the appearance of paper
sacks and plastic totes. people found
baskets a convenient way of trans-
porting  goods.

Indians and farmers used them to
gather food, carry babies. store sup-
plies and exchange goods. Usually the
baskets were made on the spot to fill
any number of nceds

Mrs. John (Dorothy} Bigham, of
Rochester is a collector of baskets
made in America before 1900. and a
knowledgeable source of information
on the history of the handcraft-art.

“I have always been interested in
the methods and materials used in
making baskets.” explained the re-
tired art teacher,

“I BEGAN collecting them and en-
tering my baskets in antique shows
three vears ago. [ found farmers’ and
Indians’ baskets interesting because
of the many purposes they served and
methods and materials used in their
construction.

~Farmers made sturdy baskets for
a definite purpose. collecting eggs.
gathering berries. marketing or stor-
age. They were constructed from raw
materials found in the area. . willow.
ash, birch or hickory.” she said

One basket in the collection on dis-
play in her Rochester antique shop-
was used originally as a baby cradle
during the covered wagon era and
later as a laundry basket.

The Indians also wove baskets for
functional purposes. as containers,

Keatington
to show art

Among the artists participating
in Keatington Antique Village's
seventh annual art show Saturday
and Sunday will be Birmingham's
Alice Egan and Robert D. Gwynn
Jr.; Martha Millcarek and Bonnie
Sabine of West Bloomfield Town-
ship; Marlene Shapiro of Bloom-
field Hills; and Marjorie Fairson of
Southfield

Others include Audrey Ratter-
man, Paul and Martha Kohler of
Southfield and Celeste Disters of
Rochester,

The show will be held at the vil-
lage, on Joslyn Road, Lake Orion
from 10 a.m. to dusk both days.
There is no admission charge.

cooking utensils and in ceremonial
worship. Those in the Great Lakes
area used sweet and marsh grasses in
their weaving in addition to the reeds
and barks of trees.

“MANY [INDIANS used a com-
plicated method of tight weaving
which would hold water. They also in-
corporated braiding and ribbon weave
for decorative purposes.” said Mrs.
Bigham.

“Weaving was left exclusively to
the women of Indian villages, where
ane female was designated head bas-
ket weaver and assisted in her art by
apprentices.  _

“The exception to the rule was the
burden basket, which each man built
for his own individual purposes,” she
explained.

“The Inidans began making decora-
tive baskets to use as barter when
early settlers first arrived. Since the
farmer’s wife was capable of making
her own simple baskets. the natives
began to innovate new techniques ir
their weaving to make their baskets
more appealing.

They used sumac and elderberry
dies for color and created baskets
with double Hoops to hang easily on
the arm for knitting or light parcels,”
said Mrs. Bigham.

MRS. BIGHAM explained that Mich-
igan is fortunate to have a large num-
ber of Indian baskets made in the
area of the Mackinac Bridge.

Before the bridge was built trav-
elers to and from the upper peninsula
had long waits for the ferry boat. [n-
dians brought baskets of food and
handerafts to trade with the travelers
who in tumn transported the baskets
throughout the Great Lakes region

1 understand that there are only a
few Indians still making baskets in
Michigan. They live on Walpole Island
in Lake St. Clair and it seems that
there are no young peaple there will-
ing to learn the craft from the older
weavers,” commented Mrs. Bigham.

[ think that many people today re-
alize that this art is quickly dis-
appearing and this accounts for a ris-
ing interest in the hand woven bas-
kets.” she said.

“THERE ARE no books written on
the Indian baskets.” said Mrs. Big-
ham, “Most information is in the
form of magazine articles.”

“Research on farm baskets can be
done at the Pennsylvania Farm Mu-
seum. in Lancaster. or locally at the
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One of Bloomfield's most seciuded and
beautiful settings with Tam o’ Shanter

untry Club on its western boundary.
The site drops 40 feet to the Simpson
Lake Vul]e{' Nature is preserved with
single family zoning and just 2.3 homes

Walnut Lake Road. Midway between
Orchard Lake Road and Middlebelt
Road. West Bloomfield, Michigan

L Models Open 1-6,
Except Thursday

Phone 626-3160

museums in Greenfield Village, De-
troit and at Cranbrook.” she said.

Mrs. Bigham advises those who col-

Ject baskels as a hobby to use them in
the home for practical as well as deco-
rative purposes.

“They can be used to serve cheese.
hold soaps and towels in the guest
room. for plant containers or mail
holders,” she suggested.

Mrs. Bigham is the owner of Coun-
try Cousins antique store, Rochester.

Hours:
Monday through Friday 8-5

Saturday 8-1
z

New Culligan appliance
removes chlorine taste
from your faucet water

NOW! HAVE REFRESHING CRYS-
TAL CLEAR DOUBLE-FILTERED SOFT
WATER FROM YOUR OWN TAPS
AT A FRACTION THAT COST OF
BOTTLED WATER!

Qur new Filter-Soft automatic unit combines two fested means of
water improvement in one compact unit. Easily installed ot any con-
venient location. It controls chlorine and other tastes and odors —
provides clear, deficious water that's filtered and soft. ideal for
“drinking, cooking, bathing — all uses. And the cost is amazingly
low.

SPECIAL TRADE-IN OFFER:

Your current unit may be warth s much o8
$50.00 toward the purchase of the new Culli-
gan Filler-Soft Water Conditioner. Calt
334-9944 today!

CALL 334-9944

CULLIGAN WATER CONDITIONING

925 Orchard Lake Raod

Pontiac
Just East of Telegraph

Factory Owned and Operated

Free Water Analysis
Free Estimates
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OPEN SUNDAY, 2-5
3677 BROOKSIDE

2'3 car attached heated garage.

tree lined street.

Birmingham
Office
2900 W. Maple Road
Somerset
Office Plaza, Troy

649-1900

North of Long Lake Road, East of Telegraph
BLOOMFIELD HILLS RANCH ON OVER AN ACRE —
Wooded area is the sefting for this lovely home.

vate sprinkled fot. Unusual beamed 2-story living
room with balcony, formal dining room, iibrary.
Huge country kitchen with beamed ceilings. Three
bedrooms, 212 baths. Carpets, dropes. $64,000

FARMINGTON HILLS — POOL & SAUNA — Enjoy
them both in this delightful home with loads of &x-
tros. Big master bedroom with dressing room, 3
other twin sized bedrooms. Library and family room
with big sun deck overlaoking pool arec. Recreation

Three large bedrooms, 2 full baths. Big family room
and glossed porch overlooks secluded yard. First
floor loundry room, loads of storage and built-ins.

BIRMINGHAM RANCH — $41,900 FOR THIS
“DOLL” HOUSE — Assumable 7% land controct
ovailable. Great 3 bedroom homa in perfect move-in
condition. Full basement, screened porch, 2% car
garage. New carpets, freshly decorated on a lovely

morigage of 7% % avoiloble;

RESIDENTIAL LOTS

KIRK IN THE HILLS — Beautiful high lot,
lake priviledges.

FAIRWAY HILLS DRIVE — Overlooks Golf
Course, prime areo, ofl city utilities.

WEST BLOOMFIELD — 363’ frontage, very
buildable site on Old Post Court, only
$19,000.

INKSTER — Only $10,000. 150’ x 150°

. buildable site — Birmingham area.

ARDMORE COURT — Desirable lot in pres-
tigious area, underground utilitiss.

BLOOMFIELD HILLS — Large lot, in baauti-
ful focation, ol city utilities, $45,000.
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Grossman & Company

members of:

Birmingham-Bloomfield Board of Realtors
Rirmingham-Bloomfield Multi-List
United Northwestern Realty Associafion

touat nousing
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United Northwestern Multi-List
Michigan Assaﬂialion of REALTORS

room and gomes raom.

FARMINGTON HILLS RANCH — VACANT — Newly 3
decorated, brick 3 bedroom. home, large family
room. Centeal air conditioning. 1% car attoched ga-

rage, low taxes. Great area, only $34,900.
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West Bloomfield

Office
6689 Orchard Lake Rd.
Old Orchard
Shopping Center

851-4300
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