| Oversight may leave county

By SUSAN L. SILK

OAKLAND COUNTY-Oakiand Coun-
ty govermemnt may spend several
months as a “headless horseman”
due to a surprising oversight in the
legislation by which county voters
Tuesday approved a unified county
government under a full-time
elected executive.

Apparently, amended Public Act 133
may dissolve the three man board of
auditors--the day-to-day ‘'house-
keepers” of county affairs--before the
elected executive is selected by volers
and takes office Jan.l

Oakland County's 27-member board
of commissioners is now awaiting an
official legal opinion by county corpo-
ration counsel, Robert Allen, as re-
quested by Commissioner Bernard
Lennon (D-18). chairman of the party
caucus.

Oakland County voters were of-
fered a choice between unification
under an appointed manager adminis-
trator or an elected executive Aug. 6.
Both those alternatives were placed on
the primary baliot by a vote of the
board of commissioners. as permitted
under the amendments to the act.

Amended Public Act 139, signed into
law in November permits the board of
commissioners to offer one form of
fulltime administrator-appointed man-
ager or elected executive-to the
voters and for petitioners to place the
other option on the ballot, or the
board alone to place one option on the

lot

Under either of these approaches
the unification law says the plan re-
ceiving the largest number of votes
goes into effect within 30 days of cer-
tifying the primary vote

WHEN BOTH alternates are placed
on the ballot by two petition drives.
the law says the highest vote getter
becomes affective within 180 days
after the election.

All that is said of the Oukland Coun-
ty situation-when the board voles to
place both options on the ballot-is that
it is fegal to do so. Nothing is said as
to when the unification. if approved.
under either form of leadershy -
comes effective

County Democrats interpret ‘Qak-
land County’s unification as becorhing
effective within 30 days of vote u-Tn.
cation-perhaps as carly as Sept. 13} ]

Should Allen agree with the Den!
crats reading of the law. among thos
out of work will be Daniel T. Murphy.
chairman of the board of auditors and
appointed county executive Murphy
is also the Republican candidate for
the elected executive post

The possjbility of unseating Murphy.
Oakland County’s $46.000-a-year top of-
ficial and a 20-year veteran of court-
house management. brought questions
and varied reactions-mostly political-
from both sides of the board of com-
missioners auditorium aisle during
Thursday’s meeting.

DEMOCRATS AND Republicans
agreed initially that the elimination of
auditors Murphy, James Brennan and
Mehlan Benson would create a serious
Ccounty management vacuum.
Nothing would outlaw the Republi-

Police
schedule

‘auction

Auction fans in the Lansing and
mid-Michigan area are advised
that the annual State Police sale of
confiscated, uncluimed and recov-
ered merchandise will he held
Wednesday at the former Boys Vo-
cational Training School in Lan-
sing. Sale hours will be from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m.

: Tq will be the twentieth an-

nual auction conducted by the
State Palice. Last year's sale also
was held at the former BTS build-
ing at 400 N. Penngylvania in Lan-
sing.

Several thousand items will be:
disposed of by lot. The articles
were turned in by State Iinl'xce
posts and the Departments of Nat-
ural Resources and Corrections.

The articles include about 90 bi-
cycles, several motoreyeles, several
boats and motors, a snowmobile,
lawn mowers, a dozen television
sets, a clothes dryer and an electric
stove among the bigger items.

Other items include radios,
watches, rings, clocks, cameras,
hand and power tools, sporting
goods, househald equipment, office
supplies, car parts and accessories
and clothing.

The auction is authorized by law
to dispose of confiscated and un-
claimed articles whose owners
could not be located, items lost or
abandoned at state parks, and per-
sonal effects of persons who died
in state institutions without leav-
ing heirs.

Benefactor of the sale is the
state treasury which gets the pro-
ceeds of the, auction after deduc-
tion of sale costs. .

Auctioneers this year will be
James Burns of Williamston and
Glenn Casey of Marion.

can-dominated board from hiring Mur-
phy as an interim manager, however,
a Republican commissioner said.
Commissioner Patrick M. Nowak
(R-25) conceeded that the board had
made Murphy “county executive
early this year with an eye to the pos-
sible campaign for elected executive
in which the county voters are now in-

volved. *

Hiring Murphy to fill the interim po-
sition while a candidate for election is
called “improper” by Bernard Wino-
grad, Oakland County Democratic
Party executive secretary, and ‘‘im-
moral” by Lennon.

“It clearly would become a cam-
paign issue.” Winograd said.

A Democrat fight against reinstall-
ing Murphy could be met by a Re-
publican threat to establish a salary
level for an elected executive which
might *disappoint” any Democrat
elected in November.

“Murphy's getting $46,000, but 1
wouldn't expect an inexperienced man
to get that much just starting in the
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job." a Republican commissioner
said.

Murphy faces Democrat Eugene W.
Kuthy of Orchard Lake, a manage-
ment consultant, in the November gen-
eral election.

The threat of a Republican salary
retaliation brought a sharp response
from Winograd.

“They’ll get their first lesson in
the power of the county executive if
they want to play that game,” Wino-
grad said, referring to his party's
hopes of electing Kuthy, who as execu-
tive would have veto power.

Allen may have his opinion on the
law prepared by
he said. -

(Top} Sofa and Loveseat:
Low sithouette 85" striped sofa in fine Herculon fabric in your choice
of avocado and white stripes or black-brown;white stripes. Matching
loveseat is 60" long. Quality Selig construction throughout.

85" SOFA, Regularly $445 .vewuurcsssnrssnenees Sale S249

60" LOVESEAT, Regularly 5380 ..c..cveesnenense Sale

ENJOY YOUR HOME MORE AND SAiIE 377 TO *512
ON THESE SELIG SOFA AND LOVESEAT GROUPINGS!

(Bottom) Sofa and Loveseat:

91" SOFA,

Wide Tuxedo arm 91" plaid sofa in beautiful Herculon fabric in com-
bination of whiteirust'gold black:blue/avocado. Matching loveseat
is 66" long. 2 front brass-finish ball casters for easy movement.

99

66" LOVESEAT, Regularly $480 ...

g ty $580

See our choice selection of sofas, Joveseats and chairs now on sale

Use our convenient charge plan, BankAmericard or Master Charge

_ Towne & Country furniture

Dearborn — 23600 Michigan Ave. — East of Telegraph — LO 5-3400

Bloomfield —4107 Telegraph Rd.-at Long Lake Rd.—MI 2-8822

BOTH STORES OPEN Monday-Saturday 10-9—DEARBORN OPEN Sundays 12-5

seenenes Sale 5249

Sale s299
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the end of the week, .



