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Sheriff loses personnel fight

By SUSAN L. SILK
OAKLAND COUNTY — Oak-
land County Sheriff Johannes F.
Spreen has lost his second fight
with the Oakland County Person-
nel Alppeal'Board over the dis-
missal of a jail detention officer.
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The five-member panel—final
arbitrators of county employe dis-
cipline disputes - ruled Friday
that Detention Officer James
Mathis, fired May 2, must be rein-
stated immediately. No lost pay
was ordered for the employe, how-
ever,

Mathis was released after an
April 27 incident for which he was.
charged with the unauthorized use
of a county car, leaving his post
without permission and gereliction

uty.

During two sessions of testi-
mony, Sgt. James Stites, supervi-
sor of the road patrol, said tﬁat at
about 3:45 a.m. April 27 Mathis re-
quested a “black and white”
marked county sheriff’s car “to
transport prisoners” from the jail
to the trustee camp.
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* May we suggest to pool owners that you
2 (o bo a shortage of chiorine this year.

:
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L With the tuel shortage why not have your own
: private lake In your back yard?

AVE FUEL -BUY A POOL.
We can Design 2 paol of any size or shape fo fit
your noeds.
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For years people have been say-
ing “"Wouldn't it be wonderful to
swim all year, ot just when the
sun shines and it's in the 80s?"
We have now found the way to
swim 365 days a year with no
chilly evenings 1o send you in
belore your swimming desires are
satisfied. Sun Fun Poo) enclosure
is the way 1o assure yourself of
year-round swimming ehjoyment.

Pool and enclosures on
display atour office.
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MID SUMMER SALE
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AN OFFICER returning to the
jail noticed Mathis and a second
detention officer, Larry Young,
leaving the jail compound in the
county car without any other pas-
sengers, Stites said.

The men were ordered to return
to the jail and complied.

On June 20, after a departmen-
tal and FBI investigation, Young
was arrested on charges that he
was_transporting prisoners from
the jail to an area motel and deliv-
ering drugs to the prisoners.

Lt. Harry Jones, jail supervisor,
testified that the April 27 com-
plaint was only the latest in
Mathis’ personnel file. After three
suspensions, a written reprimand
and_ "many hours” of counseling,
Jones said firing Mathis was the
only alternative.

Mathis testified that when he
asked for the county car it was to
pick up free or discounted food of-
fered by area quick-food restau-
rants to officers in uniform and
driving a marked car.

IN STATEMENTS made by
Mathis and two other detention of-
ficers, the panel was told such an
oceurence was commen.

After taking food orders for sev-
eral other employes in the jail,
Mathis, the senior officer on the
jail's second floor that morning,
said his whereabouts were known.
He denied leaving his post without
notification or dereliction of duty
charges.

In ruling in Mathis’ favor, the
panel concluded that while the car
was unauthorized the practice was
established. Since the incidént, a
car use policy has been estab-
lished, a board said.

An investigation into the free
food charges will be initiated,
Spreen said.

“There was a rule prohibiting
such practices before this incident,
and'T am going to check into the
allegations. But they may have
been introduced to confuse the real
issue,” Spreen said.

HIS REACTION to the ruling,
which he learned about Monday
afternoon, was one of
“amazement,” the sheriff said.

“Mathis would never have been
permitted to take a car to get food.
That wasn’t his function,” the
sheriff added.

The panel “believed Mathis over
Jim Stites, an 18-year veteran of
the department,” Spreen said.

Stites is the object of a recently
filed lawsuit charging that he at-
tacked a suspect after 2 high-speed
chase in an unmarked camper. The
Lake Orion resident's $150,000
lawsuit also names Spreen. The
sheriff said, however, he had not,
taken office yet when the incident
occurred in 1971,

ON JUNE 27, the appeals board
ruled that the sheriff’s department
must repay two road patrol- offi-
cers for their two-day suspensions
after the officers participated in a
newspaper interview critical of the
sheriff.

Spreen then planned to appeal
that ruling to the Oakland County
Circuit Court. Those plans are now
on the back burner, he said.

“I've been mulling that over. We
don't have a full-time legal adviser.

“I don't have the time or ability
to sit down with a (part-time) law-
yer to provide an adequate case,”

preen said.

Union-provided or private coun-
sel have been available to the em-
ployes during the two appeals
board cases, the sheriff added.

Pontiac man held
in fatal car crash

BLQOMFIELD HILLS — Twen-
ty-two-year-old Charles M. Peck-
ham, of Pontiac, will be arraigned
Aug. 23 before Circuit Judge Rob-
ert T. Templin on two charges of
manslaughter.

Templin was involved in the
Aug. 4 accident that killed two,
placed one passenger in critical
condition and hospitalized three
others for less serious injuries. The
accident occurred near Woodward
and Opdyke Road.

Albert Russell, 58, of Clear-
water, Fla., was reported Tuesday
in serious conditien in St. Joseph
Mercy Hospital. Russell suffered
head injuries and lacerations. His
wife, Mary Russell, was the only
other accident vietim still hospital-
ized Tuesday, but was reported in

good condition.

Ester Lapenta, 51, of Dearborn,
died shortly after the sccident.
Frances Diponia, 50, of Livenia,
died the following evening in St
Joseph Mercy Hospital. Their hus-
bands, hospitalized for minor inju-
ries, had been released by Tues-
day. ‘

Peckham’s car struck the vehicle
carrying the six passengers at
11:40 p.m. Aug,. 5. Bloomfield Hills
police said it is believed that Peck-
ham was traveling 80-85 miles per
hour and that he had been drink-

ing. He struck the other car from -

the rear.

Peckham is being held at the
QOakland County Jail, unable to
meet the $20,000 bond that was
set.

Seek Cleary graduates

All graduates of Cleary College in
Ypsilanti are urged to contact their
Alumni Association immediately. The
association is conducting a campaign

Machus Red Fox
purchases animals

Machus Red Fox Restaurant in
Birmingham was one bidder of
champion animals at the recent
Oakland County 4-H Fair.

Owner of the grand champion
lamb and grand champion pen was
Sandra- Barnard, a six-year club
member and daughter of Judge
and Mrs. Norman Barnard of
Troy.

Paula Comps of Rochester
showed the reserve pen and reserve
individual, which were purchased
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Dynamie Cycle

20117 Livernois, Troy 689-6006

SUPER DIRT
DAYS

AUG. 12-AUG. 24

SUPER SAVINGS ON
ALL MODELS

by Machus Red Fox.

to update all graduate files before the
Alumni Reunion in October.

Graduates are asked to send cur-
rent resident information to Carol
Jones at the college.

The first annual Cleary College
Alumni Reunion in %0 years will be
held Oct. 19 on the college campus,
and a full day of activities is planned
for all graduates
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’ THE ULTIMATE PROMOTIONS COMPANY
IDEAS & PRODUCTS FOR:
Grand Openings ® Special Sales ® Holiday Promotions
Outdoor Displays ® Balloon Man Clowns...
We have sell-sealing hefium balioons. We also custom print
bailoons, buttons, bumper stickers, T-Shirt Iron-on Decals,
Key chains and 10,001 other advertising specialties.
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Your Homeis Your
Largest Investment
PROTECTIT!!
Masonry Cleaning and Repairs
Waterprooting-Caulking

CORLISS BRICK CLEANERS
474-8160

Our 50th Year--Your Assurance of Quality

CAREER PROGRAMS IN BUSINESS!!

Associate Titles in
Commerce, Accounting,
and Secretarial Science

pLI

concentrated courses ® individual attention
“small classes ® free placement service
approved for veterans ® federal financial aids
available for those who qualify

Fall Term Begins: Day School, September 3
Night School, September 9

PONTIAC BUSINESS INSTITUTE

18 West Lawrence Street, Pontiac 333-7028
Also Royal Oak School of Business/544-9009

A Different Kind }
Of Party

INDOOR AIR POLLUTION IS OUT...

When entertaining guests . . . What a pleasant and health-
ful change not to have the room filled with lingering to-
bacco smoke and cooking odots. More than that, those un-
wanted pests — dust, dirt and grime are kept away too.
So you'll have a party to remember. :

Get the whole story on Electro-Air . . . Visit our showroom.
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HEATING & COOLING
580 S, Telegraph at Ouha}lnk-
Call 338-9255

Your best residential or commercial service since 1937

brasch imports,inc
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A cleanly designed furaiture sys-
tem for your home. System 400
will fulfill the family's demand for
space for television, stereo equip-
ment, tape recorder, books, art,

o= P
£ sHo 3 BAY
R\)Vj"“,\l%g ;g&’“ REG. $1248.
Save csh
o cetinge SALE $1098.

Discoy cormitus®
!

brasch imports, inc
Scandinavian amy
Village % »
3325 Orchard Lake Rd

West Bloomfield
626-0031

Hours:
Daily 10 to 5:30
Thurs. & Fri. 1 @
Sunday 1210 5

k MX-360 .......995%



