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Prescription prices:

An unexpected

The inflation-burdened shopper may
find fewer bargains today, but at least
one class of products is a better buy
now than a decade ago: prescription
drugs.

The Consumer Price Index, com-
piled by the U.S, Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, shows that since 1964, while
the index for food has risen, the pre-
scription drug index has declined
from 102 to 100.

Ralph Kaye of Perry’s Drugs in
‘Troy concurred.

“We've spent the last two years on
a campaign not to raise new prices,”
Kaye said. “Generally new products
have high prices, some of which is to
cover the cost of research, but we
find that in six months or so, they
drop.

*'We get many price drops and few
increases,” he said. '"Prescription
prices have not kept up with the cost
of living.™

KAYE SAID although Perry’s does
not list all preseription prices, they do
provide a shopper comparison service
so that anyone may call in for price in-
formation.

Kaye expects that soon lists of the
100 or 200 roost common drug prices
will be prominently displayed in the
stores.

The area’s Cunningham Drugs will
begin substituting generic drugs after
January, 1975, as provided by new leg-
islation.

“Some things in brand names don't
exist in genenc drugs,” said Ed
Betel, G i

bargain

kind of lhmg a person ordinarily
wants to buy.

It's somelhmg a person buys be-
cause of need.

Since doclors write prescriptions
and fill them, the con-

BETEL AGREED that prescription
prices have decreased.

*The Pharmacy Manufacturers As-
sociation has shown that prices have
gone down,” Betel said.

“Often when drugs first come out,
dosage needs are larger and as this
changes, the price is reduced,” added
Betel. “‘Antibiotics have gone down
tremendously in price.”

Actually, tablet for tablet, today’s

cine costs the consumer an aver-

age of two percent less than ten years
ago.

Prescription drugs account for only
about eight cents out of every dollar
spent on medical care, compared to
15 cents in 1964.

“FOR EACH DOLLAR pre-
scription sales, the manufacturét real-
izes only 4.7 cents profit after tax,”
said Richard Furlaud, president of
Squibb Corp.

One reason people grump about
drug prices is that medicine is not the

sumer knows much less about medi-
cine than about other products he
buys.

The average annual expenditure per
person for prescriptions in the U.S. in
1972 was $22.50.

Interestingly, the spending per per-
son on alcohol was $97.45 in 1972 ~
more than four times the tab for
drugs.

KEEN COMPETITION in the phar-
maceutical industry is the reason for
the decline in drug prices.

Today's prescription drugs, along
with other improvements in medical
care, enable physicians to cure iliness
faster, reduce the length of hospi-
talization and return patients to pro-
ductive work sooner.

New medicine helped cut the aver-
age hospital stay of a tuberculosis
patient from 461 days in 1950 to about
78 days in 1973, reducing the cost to
the patient, including treatment and
lost income, in half.

Adult program’ expanded

Advance registrations are now
being accepted for adult counseling
programs offered by Oakland Univer-
sity's Continuum Center this fall.

The new season will be launched
with “Personal Growth for Women"
in Dearbomn on Sept. 9.

“Personal Growth for Women" will
also begin at Oakland University Oct.
1 and in Royal Oak Nov. 4

Each program includes a free orien-
tation and six three-hour sessions.

The center is placing a new empha-
sis this year on programs for both
men and women, beginning Sept. 12
with *“Life Work Planning.” a ten-ses-
sion program on the Oakland Univer-
sity campus, and ‘“‘Alternative Career
Options™ for teachers Sept. 21.

A new program called “Personal
Growth for Men and Women will be
offered starting Sept. 23.

Other programs for béth men and
women include: transactional analy-
sis, communication werkshops for indi-
viduals and for couples.

A variety of additional programs for
all include: *Creative Expression
through Dram ntroductory Ges-
talt Workshop,”" *‘Career Devel-
opment for Women:" “‘Beginning Per-
sonal Growth for Retirees™ and “‘Mar-
riage Enrichment.”

Most programs are open to men and
women of all ages. Advance registra-
tions are requested.

For information, call the Continuum
Center at 377-3033.

Veterans offered education

Veterans Outreach, a new program
aimed at providing working veterans
in Oakland County with an education
in business and management, has
been established by the Oakland Divi-
sion of the Detroit College of Busi-
ness

A large number of veterans who left
active service after Jan. 31, 1955,
have never utilized benefits which ex-
pire in June 1976, according to Martin
E. Cieslak, director of the Oakland Di-
vision.

The objective of the Veterans Out-
reach Program is to locate those vet-

ORT honors

MRS. THEODORE BERGMAN

erans and ease their re-entry into the
education process.

The program consists of a two-year
cycle of classes leading to an associ-
ate degree in general

All interested persons should con-
tact Cieslak at 851-7001 or at 18 W.
Lawrence. Pontiac.

POTN PANT
SHOWN SAE

3DAYSONLY

Thursday-Friday-Saturday
August 22,23,24

( Y,

{
Small green &flowering piants - Large
Cut flowers from Eliza Doolittle’s Flower Cart

ANNUAL

PICK A POT

All original handcrafted stoneware

THEN
PICK A PLANT

somerset mall

BIG BEAVER ROAD AT COOLIDGE. TROY HOURS: THURSDAY & FRIDAY 1010 8, OTHER DAYS 100 6

Exotic Decorator plants

Unique features of the program in-
clude no registration fee, no advance
tuition payment and continuous entoll-
ment and certification.

Both day and evening classes, meet-
ing two days per week, are offered.
Remedial instruction in math and col-
lege English are integral parts of the
program.

Mrs. Bergman

Mrs. Theodore Bergman is being
honored by Knob Circle Chapter of
Women's American ORT as Woman
of the Year.

The recognition is being accorded
Mrs, Bergman for many years of
work for ORT.

A dinner followed by professional en-
tertainment is being planned for Satur-
day evening, Aug. 3l

Mrs. Bergman has been in charge
of ORT's Clothes Port for many
years.

A charge will be made for the din-
ner with proceeds going to ORT’s Is-
raeli School of Engineering.

GOT HANG-U S?

WE'VE GOT HUNDREDS OF THEM BY:

DALl » NIEMAN e

PETER MAX e CALDER

APPEL ® BOULANGER and OTHERS

Stuart

Gallery

OVER 1400 ORIGINAL LITHOGRAPHS,
SERIGRAPHS and PRINTS ...

ALL PRE-MATTED,

CHROME FRAMED

and READY-TO-HANG!

whils supply lasts

SPECIALI PETER MAX ORIGINALS
This Week Only Reg.

. $200,
Limited one per customer \§\8 0

plus over 300 framed 16x20's

ONLY $12 each

4355 ORCHARD LAKE

ROAD o PINE LAKE MALL

West Bloomfield 851-8398 @ Mon-Sat 11.9, Sun 16

Jacobsons

APPAREL STORE
aple at Bates

Birmingham

You are invited to meet
designer Jay Kobrin in person
and see the Autumn 1974
Damon Knit Collection
of Dresses and Separates
Sizes 4 to 16

Wednesday, August 21
10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

Shown from the collection:

Left: The teal gréen
sweater suit with V-top,
skirt, cuffed cap and
BIG mufffer. .
dressing in acrylic/wool
knit. 6 to 14 sizes. $115
Right: The grey knit
twin-sweatered pantsuit
with acrylic chenille
V-shell, wrap cardigan,
acrylic/wool pants. ,

6 to 14 sizes. $130

.all of a tone

SHOP JACOBSON'S THURSDAY AND FRIDAY EVENINGS ‘TiL NINE
2 HOURS FREE.PARKING . . . WHEN YOU MAXE A PURCHASE




