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Leai'ning honesty the hard way

Strange thing about honesty.

In the short run, it seems like an ob-
stacle. But over the stretch a lot of folks
find- out it is the easiest route.

For instance. Jim, a long time frs(and
of mine, has never had much luck' at
being - dishonest. When he was a soph-
omore in high school, he took home his
junior varsity football jersey. o

. The schoo! officials never missed it.
He thought he had them skunked.

But, three years later, just days short
of his graduation, a cdach spotted him
wearing the football jersey. ./

Return it, or you’re not going fo grad-
uate, the coach told him. He returned it

-and was graduated.

What burned Jim was the fact that in
the three years since he’d stolen the jer-
A&i that was the first tlme he’d worn it.

he got caught.

HUMAN NATURE bel
he didn’t- learn his lessor.

A few weeks ago, a friend of his told
him a very simple way to cheat.a vend-
ing machine. And the beauty of the sys-
tem was that there were no slugs going
into the machine. No incriminating evi-
dence. Beautiful,

Well," not exactly.

Jim took his little vending machine -

what it IS.

oL
cheating device to one of those quarter
car washes. .

Click, click. SWOOSH. The device’
worked ‘and the_nozzle started pumping
out soapy water

* “Daddy,” he heard a young glrl say,
“That man didn’t put a quarter in the ma-
chine.”

Her father. who dwned the car wash,
walked into the stall to check the coifi

_box. Jim continued to wash his car. Ac-

cording to Jim’s ‘figuring, there was no
way the man could tell if he paid.

THE MAN OPENED the coin box. It
was empty. Not one quarter.

The man spun around, grabbed Jim’s
dripping wet car. mats_and threw them
into the car.

Then he grabbed Jim by the neck and
started shaking him violently.

Wanting no part of this scene, Jim

managed to disengage himself from the*

man, made it to his car and headed for
the road.

1 guess Jim will remain falrly honest
from here on out. -

The unfortunate part is that Jim, like

_many' of us, had to learn through expe-

rience that honesty is the best way to go.

I say unfortunate, because experience
tends to be the most painful way of learn-
ing. Naturally. /

Dan McCosh's Column

A guy I knew once was one of those tolerant me-
chanics who attracted teenagers like a bright
light in the dark brings bugs.

He recognized a kid's voice even while lying

- flat on his back under the decaying transmission

of some delivery truck. “‘Yeah, you can use the
torch, just put it back,” he'd say w1th a kind of
weary reflex.

Ernie was the resident advisor to the good old
boys who raced stock cars Saturday nights. He un-
derstood the language, and never hesitated to
quote a price on a reb\u!t starter motor when
some kid asked for a “new” one.

But mainly, he understood that the big toys are
part of the dream.

The big dreams are the kind you sleep next to.

Monster boats crowded into the driveways of
tiny houses.

Cars with gangster white walls, rolling barges
of chrome parked down some side street in front
of a decaying porch.

IT IS A SECRET underground. Two months
ago, a truck ralled along thp highway from Ann
Arbor to Wyandotte, hauling the hull of a monster
46-foot boat, while the owner followed ig a rickety
Volkswagon He was going to sail around the
world, and start from Toledo.

The big dreams.aren't the same as the little
ones, the tax write offs gr hobbies you can afford.

Middle class priorities are reversed, and the

Ernie and ‘the dream’

kids understand this better than anybody. First
comes the hyped up, gut-aching need, the total de-
sire to be immersed in something that.roaTs
around, moves, and glistens. Later for money, the
job, and the payments.

Stretch this a bit and it isn't confined to adoles-
cent fantasy. But Ernie didn’t think much about
things like that.

: Ernie $d backed off a long time ago. Saturday
night he bought the beer, and when he could, he
liked to be able to reach into the insides ofan en:
gine, turn an adjusting screw, listen to thg sound,
and then amble off:

A lot of truck drivers knew you could get hxm

*out of bed in the middle of the night; and he

would get their bread and butter going again in
time for deliveries.

In return, he had more work than he could
handle, and did it at his own pace.

THE LAST TIME I saw Ernie he was wiping
his hands off, looking at the half-finished chassis
of a “chopped T” roadster, the kind of teenage
fantasy that colls onto.the street with one chrome.
wheel and three plain ones, always ‘a cnuple of
payclecks away from completion.

“Yeah,” he grinned with a look of secret amuse-
ment, “Prelty soon that thing will be rolling down
the rqad

What Ernie knew, that the kids didn't, was
there really wasn't much place to-go.

Your ecology calendar'

¢ LATHRUP VILLAGEAt
the Public Services Building, 19101
Twelve Mile Rpad, adjacent to the
high school. Newspapers -are cob
lected 10 a.m.-2 p.m. by volunteers
tha first Saturday of each month.

¢« PONTIAC—Oakland
County Recycling Center, 550 S.
Telegraph, 9a.m.-4 p.m. every Sat-
urday. Groups bringing in” more
than 500 lbs. of glass will receive
$10 per ton for glass.

‘off at any time.

. ¢ SOUTHFIELD—In the old
city offices, 26000 Berg Road at
Ten and One-half Mile, one block
east of Telegraph. Glass, tin cans
and newspapers;may be dropped

e TROY—At the DPW Yard,
4635 Rochester Road, from 9 a.m.
to noon on the first and third Sat-
urday of each month.

* BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP—
Behind the township offices, 4200
Telegraph‘: Road just south of
Long Lake, Road. Betweeh 9 a.m.
and'1 p.m., Saturdays. Gléss and
clean cans are collected each
weéek. All aluminum items accept-
ed. Newspapers collected on the
135’t Saturday of each month.
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y for school

atterson practices for the
s ‘Bill Melntyre, 10, (left)
‘busy Adams-Maple inter-

Birmingham police are urging motorists to drive care-
fully as children retum to classes. During the 1973-74
school year, no school-age pedestrians were killed or in-

Birmingham Ptl. Richard
new school year as he crosst
and.Harry Cogswell. 11, at th

- If approved, a new structury

‘Grounds * Comnijitee, without

<s.\erjust

. favor, of course.

section. Crossing guards and|police are stationed at the
corner during busy hours throughout the school year:

° sjured.

jured in Birmingham, aithough four bicyclists were in-
(Photographed by Art Emanuel.}*

County hospital proposal

to facé vote Thursday -

By SUSAN L. SILI

OAKLAND COUNTY-Yearg of de-
bate and indecision on the fijture of
an Oakland County medical cafe facil-

ity will end in a climactic vote
Thursday.

County board of commissiop ‘mem-.
bers will decide between, building a
new $2.6 million extended mursing-
care structure, or buying and genovat-
ing a private Pontiac nursing Bome at
a cost of §2.1 million..
would
be built 4t the county servige com-
plex. The second option, Fempdeling,
would involve the purchase of the pre-
sent Woodside Medical facility on
Woodward in Pontiac. Both fhcilities
woyld - house 120 patients.

PROPOSALS | ror'bou\ sltemanves
were reported aut of the Building and
recom‘
mendation, last week, accorfling’ to
committee chalrman Patrick M.
Nowak, R-25. .

Expected approval of one rebolution
of the other Thursday willfend a
mmeyear,long emotional debdte. The
controversy bégan when sthte in-
spectors notified Oakland County that
the 1920s vintage Hospital on the coun-
ty complex did not meet safety re-
quirements. :

Sirfce major Tenovations would be
needed to bring the structure up to
state code, debate began asito the

best long-range answer. Meanwhile,
the facility has been allowed to contin-
ue in operation under;an interim state
license.

TENTATIVE PLANS have ranged

from closing the hospital and con- -

tracting out the care of those county
patients to building a 350-bed emergen-
cy -care hpspnal facility.-.

Now, under .the latest plans, the
new hnspltal would not have an oper-
ating roomor emergency facilities. A
doctor would be on d fy around the
a laboratéry” and x-ray

" room would be provnied according to

Commissioper Bernard Lennon, of
.)emocratic‘ Party caucus

"It would be a very high level nurs-
home, espcmlly for people too ill
for a nursing home or that a regular

“THOSE ARE indigent patients, 1
dont see why we should build a
marble palace for indigent patients,"
Nowak said.

Woodside, unlike the presenl and
proposed hospital, would ot have a
pharmacy Nowak said.

Should -renovation of Woodside re-
ceive board appmval a pharmacy
would be set up in the county social
service office to continue to fill pre-
seriptions for welrare recipients.
Needed Woodside ' medical supplies
would bedelivered, Nowak said.

“F see that as a plus but I'm sure
they (pro-construction forces) will see
it as a minus,” Nowak said.

LENNON AND NOWAK agreed that
a final decision on one path or the
other will come Thursday. And both

hospital wouldn't want " Lennon said. /Jﬁrm that bulldmg a new structure

REMODELING Lhe 37,000 square

. feet Woodside sjte would take 120

days, Nowak estimated.
“The only signifieant dnlference (ve-
tiween a new buildirig and renovation

* of -Woodside) is about 7,000 square

feet of. administrative space and
8500000 of taxpayer money," Nowak

An advocate of closing the hospital
and eliminating county-financed medi-
cal care, Nowak considers Woodside a
workable compromise.

Miéhigan M irror

will_probably receive the needed 14-
vote& majority for approval.

According to Lennon. 15 or 16 board
members, including -the eight Demo-
crats expected to altend the meeting,
are expected to vole in {avor of 2 new
structure.

“The Democrats will probably vote
as a block (minus James Mathews, D-
B, who will be absent), and there
should be seven or eight Republicans
on our side.”” Lennon predicted, based
on- “past votes.”

Small Claims cdurt alds
compiamlng consumers

By ELMER E. WHIT' -
* ‘The salesperson assures you i{’s per-
fect. So you plunk down your .money,
take home that bicycle or'sewifg ma-
chine or television set—and find it's
far -from perfect. |
But the store won't do axything
about making a fair adjustment.
What now? Small claims caurt, if

you_ wish.

1f that conjures up visions of high at-
torney fees or complicated legal ma-
neuvering, think again. Get some help
from the Michigan Consumers|Coun-
cil, which recemly published :4 most
informative brochure explgining
“How to Sue Someone in [Small
Claims Court.”

“IN THE SMALL claims djvision

(of district court) you do not nped to
know anything about the law fof ring
a suit;” the booklet explains.|*“You
state your case in your own| words.
Yoi do not need a lawyer.|"

1t notes that' the maximum follec-

table in small claims court is $3p0 and
that the decision of a ]udge\ h this
mun cannot be appealed to a igher

Then in simple, easy- -to-undefstand
terms, the booklet tells the be
how togo about g a

preparing farthe hearing| testi-
fymg at the hearing and collecting his
money—if the judge’ decides {n his

“Every consumer should knoy that
small claims courts exist and -that
they do pmvnde a relatively quidk and

u\expenswe remedy to markefplace

comiplaints,” says James Hunsjicker,

'y

acting - council director.

If you'd like a copy of thé boukle(
(Education Bulletin- 741) send a
Stamped self-addressed 4 x 9%2-inch en-
“velope to the Michigan Consumers
€ouncil, 414 Hollister Bldg., Lansmg
48933.

TIS A GOOD summer i'ar Mich-
igan's state park system. .

The folks who note such things re-
‘cently came up with figures showing
more than 7.6 million picnickers and
other “day use" visitors ventured into

state parks through July this year. -

The yearly 1 of both campers and
day-use visitbrs stood at mere: than
11.3 million, compared to 10.9, million
at the same time last year.

What the Departmeht of Natural Re-
sources terms a “startling increase”
involves the number of vehicles
turmed away from day-use areas. Last
year, the figure was 18,131; this year,
it’s 30,089.

vAlmost all daily use vehicle turn-
aways are in the southern half of the
Lower Peninsula,”” the department
says, “while camper turnaways are al-
most gll in the Lower . Peninsula.”

BERRIES to Britian and turkeys
too: All told, Michigan may be selling
$250-million worth of farm products
abroad this year, Gov. William Milli-
ken predicts.

“Michigan farmers and growers
have already sold or committed at
least $50-million of the 1974 farm crop
to overseas markets,” the governor
says.-“It's still early in the season,”
be adds,

“and based on the expe-

rience of previous years, we can con-
servatively expect to sell five times
t amount.”’ Last year. overseas
sales totaled some $182 million.
BESIDES blueberries and turkeys.
Michigan will export such farm prod-
ucts as cherries, bred heifers and dry
navy beans. K
“These sales -are the “result of
nearly a decade of hard work and
salesmanship by Michigan’s represen-
tatives in Europe and Asia and a grad-
ual , building of demand’ and con-
fidence in aur ability to deliver high
quality products,” Milliken says.
How does all this square with no- .
uous of shortages caused by drought
this season? No confliet, officials say.
“The dire dmughl hasn't hit Mich-
igan that hard,” says one, “‘and the
worst hit érop ].lf been comn. The
products, we're talking about export-
ing havén't been severely damaged by
lack of rain." -
AIM]NG fod “greater emuency and

. efféctiveness,” two Michigan health |

care organizations now are one.

The 25-year-old Michigan Nursing
Home Association and the three-year- .
@M Michigan Health Facilities Associ-
ation voted this summer to combine
forces and work under the name of
the Michigan Health Care Association.

The association initially will repre-
sent more. than 70 percent of the
state's 40,000 nursing home and long-
term care facility beds. 1t will be on-
cerned with the areas of public infor-
mation, community relations and legis-
lative liaison.



