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Russian woman speaks for Jews in captivity

By HY SHENKMAN

Eleanora Plotinnikov got out. So
did her husband and grandfather.

The rest of her family was ar-
rested by the Russians for wanting
to emmigrate.

Mrs. Plotinnikov stopped at the
-home of Dr. and Mrs. Myron Joy-
-rich in Franklin to tell of the prob-
lems of Soviet Jews.

She stood in the entrance greet-
ing guests with an ear-to-ear
smile. They had come to hear her.

And they all had one thing in
common—a concern for Soviet

Jews and Eleanora, who made it to
freedom.

SHE WAS the symbol and idol
of thousands of other courageous
young people fighting for freedom
to live where they desire.

Pictures of Russian Jews, who
are behind bars for wanting to
emmigrate to Israel, hangona
wall. Some guests wore metal
name tags on their lapels with a
name of a Jewish prisoner in Rus-

sia,
A portrait of Eleanoras family
hung prominently in the library. If

BELCZAK
DIAMOND SETTERS
& JEWELERS
SEE YOUR GEM SET

WITH
PRECISION
CARE!

Tragitional and Unusual
£rgagementang
WeddingRings

or your selectinn.

Kew sefings

tor yout gems

are out specialy.
Aline selection
atLadies and Gents
Rings

15271 Farmington Rd.
Livonia, Michigan
427-3640

Corner of § Mile Rd.

they were here in person they, too,
would shake everyone's hand. But
the Eleanoras family was just on a
picture on the wall, looking mot-
ionless at their daughter sur-
rounded by friends.

“Tomorrow, I'm leaving for
Washington to meet with Senator
Jackson. Every Jew in Russia
knows about him, but the Rus-
sians wish they didn’t,” she said.

“Many Americans don't know
how troubled Russia is economi-
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cally and: they need badly the
American ;dollars. The senator is
trying to expose this weakness.

“If his amendment goes
through, Russia will be practically
compelled to let all the people out
who wish to emmigrate.”

ELEANDRA, slim, petite and
witty, looks about 19 but is ac-
tually 26 oing on 87. A former
Egnlish tepcher in Russia; she lis-
tened intensely to the questions
and replied swiftly without duck-
ing or hestitating.

-“A family in Baltimore invited
me,” Eleanora said.

“They asked me to come and
speak on Hehalf of Russian Jews.
\They paid for my ticket and travel.
iThe Israel] government gave me
the permisgion at once, of course.”

“We were always second-rate
citizens in|Russia with their gov-
ernment being at war with us. We
,thought that this is just fate and it
has to be that way.

“But it took the Six Day War to
iwake us up. [t gave us a new face,
prestige. ‘

“As a produet of a religionless

belief in God. But I do believe that
somewhere, there is a province
‘which madg us Russian Jews to be
chosen to tell the world the truth,”
she said. |

ish problem. It is also a human

country, I was never exposed to the

“Qur problem is not only a Jew-

problem. Therefore 1 feel that it is
the moral phligatiun of every de-

Creative Neédlepoint

cent man, Jew or non-Jew to stop
thisbusiness of suppression and
allow people to live where and how
they. wish.

S“WE MUST stop injustice,”
Eleanora said, “so it doesrstspread
elsewhere in the world. This is
‘what I believe,” she says, “we are
chosen for—to expose and to warn
all people that it can happen to
them too.”"

. “We got tired of those Russians
looKing down at us and we stopped
smiling at their erummie anti-se-
metic jokes. We refused to be
scapegoats for their failures,”
Eleanora said angrily
- “The Six Day War gave us wings
to pull ourselves up a little and just
enough courage to tell them to go
to hell. A new angry brand of Rus-
sian Jews, you might call militant
has emerged, and we were no
Iénger to be intimidated” she said.
WFor us going to jail became a
part of the fight for our dignity.
My’mother who suffered through
Heart attacks with my sister, who
is.sick with tuberculosis, along
with 16 other Russian Jews was
thrown in jail for 15 days.

“They just came to complain
about the delays in giving them a
visa. They were told to leave and
when they hesitated they were
roughed up, locked up and charged
with ‘hooliganism.” There was one
little error in the charge since the
policemen were the hooligans.”

Carol Kenyon leads the students in Creative Needlepoint ciasses

in the Farmington Community
bag, one of the many choices

Center this fall and shows a hand-
participants have to create while

learning 15-20 creative needlepoint stitches. Registrations are

being taken now for the fall term at the center.

_Asked how many more would
like to emmigrate, she replied,
“There are 3 million of us but there
are 200 million who would like to
leave Russia. Russians say they
would like to be Jews for a day or
two just to get a visa. .
. “Israel was the underdog fight-
ing for survival with 2 miilion Jews
against 100 million Arabs. For the
first time we felt proud,” she said.
“We realized that 2,000 years of
suffering is enough, and that there
isa molher country who wants us
and is waiting for us with open
arms.

““WE DECIDED that we no
longer have to give to a country our
sweat, brains and blood to defend
it and then wind up being a sec-

ond-rate citizen. Suddenly we felt

a foot taller and happy about be-
coming a part of our people, who
sheds blood for us so we too can
have our own home.”

“I'm encouraged with the re-
sponse and help from the Ameri-
can people,” she said.

“Your help will bring them hope
and liberation. The moment we
forget about them, we sign their
death sentence.”
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Marjorie Cheedstorp, Inst.

Gall Fraley. Inst.
Reglster batore Sept. 28
Learn basic techniques or improve your talent under excelient.
personai instruction in a relaxed atmosphere.

ARTISTS’ SUPPLIES

Beginners e Students s Professionals

21atthe Art Alcove

s 9-12) starting Oct. 5. 10 a.m.-12 30

[ 10% miscount

TO ALL STUDENTS |

THE ART ALGCOVE

Corner Grand River-Farmington Road
in the Village Mall
Call 177-1775 for further information

East Detrail 7726200 Gree-
Sy Miie N ¢l Eastiana She Ch

SIS

Open Monday thiy Frigay 310 9, Saiurday 9 fo 4, Sunday 1210 5

Visit our new HEALTH FOOD CENTER.
Every sslon now features a complete line of
vitamins and heslth toods.

y

|

) §t{étch&§ewf_J

SCISSOR SHARPENING
SERVICE

8ring in your scissors Monday
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