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Wardrobe reflects an exciting lifetime

By CHRISTINE WALDEN
Tucked away in a fourth floor
corner of Meadow Brook Hall,
Rochester, is perhaps the most
remarkable testimonial to a weal-
th%‘ past.
here, a cedar closet holds the
clothes worn by Matilda Wilson
and her family. There, indicators
of the life she lead hang, almost
waiting to be worn s%?m
By now a few of tl arments
have rotted, Others have lost their

shape; still others, even in the .

darkness of their Iengthy entomb-
ment, have faded.

But others remain, lining racks.
in beaded, laced, velvet, silk and
other variations.

The dollar worth of the collec-
tion is hard to determine, Accord-
ing to James Beaudoin, who is cur-
rently cazegonzmg and classlf} mg
the garments, "She paid goo
money in her day But it is very
hard to put a price on what.they
are wortE now.

RATHER IT is the beauty and
traceable history of the clothes
!hat mtrlgues captivates and sur-

Manlda Wilson's clothing sug-
gests a woman other than the one
Eortra) ed in stiff oil paintings. In

er hay day, she was avant-garde,
ahead of her time, even a trend
setter.

“In 1924 before Mr. Dodge (her
first husband) died, she wore un-
derstated dresses for the period.
They were always elaborate but
understated,” said Beaudoin.

A lavender silk velvet gown trom
1919 is one elaboration. Beaded
throughout the bodice, the over
skirt of the gown is trimmed in
natural mink. Beneath is a tighter,
unadorned underskirt.

ACCORDING TO Beaudoin
that style was THE style of the

ay.
“At that time there was a great

deal of interest in the Orient and

the overskirt was very popular.”

have a fe\s set designers and that
was it,” said Beaudoin.

It was during her Parisian fling
that she discovered Hoyt and it
was Hoyt who designed some of
her honeymoon trousseau,

“There is a safron vellow eve-
ning gown by Hoyt done aftet Mrs.
Wilson's wedding. She was proba-
bly honeymooning then and she
was very highstyle.”

’I‘HE GOWN reflects the flap-
per era. The wajst drops into a
swinging skirt, with drapes of fab-
ries O\er the hodice. The skirt is
caught at the hem with clusters of
feathers and beading plays an
1mportam role.

And; the closet of Mrs. Wilson
continues.

During the 30s she, like others,

ier looks. By the’late 40s she re-
turned to Detroit fashion sources
and by the 50s and 60s, her ward-
robe had become sedate, under-
stated and unchariged.

! The collection contains more
than Mrs. Wilson's wardrobe. In it
are the gowns of Frances Dodge,
who hkegher mother was ahéad of
her time. Other children’s articles,

such as riding hats, small dresses
and little boys suit sets, are wait-
m%to be dated by Beaudoin.
ome things are gone, tops to
skirts, slips without dresses. But
that they are there at all is amaz-
ing. A wardrobe spanning 50 years
is rare.
There is a saying that clothes
don’t make a woman. Perhaps they.

don’t. But the safe keeping of the
Wilson »\ardrobe sheds some in-
teresting, if onl K
light on one of tl
lifetimes of an era. -
Mrs. Wilson's clothing is being
made available for fashion shows
at Meadow Brook Hall for a fee.
For information, call the hall at
377-3140.

e most exciting

hypothesized,.

After the death of John Dodge, -

of the Dodge automotive family,
she abandoned her New York de-
signers and turned to Paris for her
fashion image.

“She went a little bizarre then,
She went to Paris and lived it up,”
suggested Beaudoin. “It's obvious
by her clothes that she was looking
for a husband because she was
dressed to the teeth. She went to
the best avant-garde designer.
Most of her clothes from that time
are super extreme for any era.

One of the gowns during that
time comes from Paris designer
Doucel. The gown, said Beaudoin,
has caused him confusion.

“It's very high styled. I've g [.\\en
it about six dates ‘because it’s so
far ahead of it's time it doesn't fit
in anywhere. [ finally ended up
with 1923."

AFTER HER marriage to
Alfred Wilson, Mrs. Wilson contin-
ued setting a fast fashion pace. By
then she had corralled her favorite
designer Peggy Hoyt and a few
others as personal coutures.

“Most of her stuff then came
from New York. She seemed to

Children aid fight
against dystrophy

The children who knocked on doors
in the Shiawassee and Tuck area col-
lecting money for the Muscular Dys-
trophy Associations of America report-
ed this week that they had turned in a
total of $67.50.

The 9-to-12 year olds were Tony Nar-
done, Mike Nardone, Kevin Zizio,
Kurt Strickland and Keith Strickiand.

The youngsters were at Norhtland
Center with their contributions over
the Labor Day weekend to heip De-
troit meet its $1 million goal in the na-
tional fight against the disease.

new Voices

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Buchanan of
Farmington Hills, announce the birth
of lhenr daugmer Kimberly Ann, born

Aug.

The infant’s grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. Albert Washburn and Mr.
and Mrs. Paul Buchanan, Her great
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
ford Bidwell. All are residents in
Farmington Hills.

She has one brother. three year old
Steven.

Bible study
class starts

Noted women Bible teachers
will begin Bible studies that will
be of interest to women of all ages
beginning Tuesday. The classes
will continue each’ Tuesday eve-
ning from 7:15-8:30 p.m. in the
Alexander Hamilton Life Build-
ing, Farmington Road and Twelve
Mile, in Farmington.

The classes are non-denomina-
tional. Registration inquiries will
be taken by cal]mg 937-2852.

This organdy gown by Hattie Carnegie was made in 1937 for Frances
Dodge.

switched to shoulder pads and box-

*5000 REWARL

The Michigan Bell Telephone Company’ will pay a reward of up to $5,000
for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the person or persons
responsjble for acts of sabotage at any or all locations listed below on or
about the dates and times specified. ,

Cutting of 200 jumper wires at the Control Point at 10 Mile Road and

Santa Barbara in ield on or about

Cutting of 50 jumper wires at the Access Point at 23100 Mapleridge in

Southfield on or about September 7, 1974.

Cutting of 50 jumper wires at the "B" box at 20738 Woodburn in South-

field on or about September 7, 1974.

Cutting of 100 jumper wires at the “B" box at 22897 Buttercrest in

Southfield on or aDOUt September 7, 1974.

The reward is open to employees and members of the general public.
Law enforcement officers, however, whose normal duties include lhe mvesu-
gation of criminal incidents and the appr: of are i
for the reward. '

Persons offering 'information may remain anonymous -if they wish by
identifying themselves only by a code name or number.

Information may be sent in writing to Michigan Bell Telephone Company,
Security Department, 105 East Bethune, Detroit, Michigan 48202, or it may ~
be telephoned to the Security Office, Area Code 313, 872-4465, The reward
will be ‘paid only after it is claimed and the claimant proves that he gave
the information, whether by actual name, code name, or code number. To
protect secrecy, the person to whom the reward is to be paid may request
that it be paid through a neutral third party.

The Company will be the sole judge and in its discretion shall resolve
any dispute or question arising. over the reward, including the ‘identity of
the person or persons, if any, entitled to share therein, the amount to be
pald and the division of the reward between two. or more persons. ,

“This reward remains in effect until midnight, October 31, 1974, unless
extended by written notice by the Michigan Bell Telephone Company.
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2!cor garage. Priced to move f

"

In 1935 Mis. Wilson wore a white
textured crepe doy dress matched with
gingham and white silk frogs. * *

Services
scheduled

ices at Beth Abra-
i 5075 W. Maple, West
Bloomfield, will be held at 6:30

p.m. Wednesdm Sept. 25.

Day-long Yom Kippur services f
will begin at 8 a.m. Thursday, !
Sept. 26, with Yizkor scheduled for
11:50 a.m. preceded by a special
message on Israel at 11:10 a.m.
The series of Yom Kippur services
will conclude at 7:59 p.m.

Rabbi Israel I. Halpern will offi-
ciate at all Yom Kippur evening
and day-long services and preach
during the Kol Nidre and Neilah
services.

haat. Vacant.

Blrmmghum

Office
2900 W. Maple Road
Somerset

éifica Plaza, Troy
|
Cantor Shabtai Ackerman with

!
649-1900
the synagogue choir led by Asso- |

ciate' Cantor Israel Fuchs will ‘
chant Kol Nidre, Mussaf and Nei-

SDUTHFIELD COLONIAL — on a lovely lot. Good 1am||y nexghborhuud
with children of all ages. Three bedrooms, 1% baths. large panelled
family room with fireplace. Tiled re

FARMINGTON RANCH — PRICE REDUCED — $33,900, terms available.
Newly decorated brick three bedroom home with attached garage. Cen-
trul air conditioning, electronic air §

BLOOMFIELD HILLS — OVER AN ACRE — Lovely wooded acre makes the
perfect setting for this gracious ranch. Family room plus glassed in porch.
Large formal dining room, big kitchen. Threa twin sized bedrooms, 2 full
baths. First floor laundry room, 2% cor attached heated garage. Just
reduced to $89,500.

tion room, central air conditioning,
ast!

SMALL PRICE FOR A NICE HOME — Birmingham ranch with assumable
7% land contract. Three bedrooms, living room, dining room, screensd
porch. Full bosement and 2% cor gorage. Newly decorated with beautiful
corpets. Great location — only $39,500.

er and humidifier, gas forced air

| ) Lmmtay
West Bloomfield
Office
6689 Orchard tokerRd.

members of: Old Orchard

Grommn &.Company

Shopping Center

851-4300

Birmingham-Bloomfield Baurd of Realtors
*Birmingham-Bloomfield Multi-List

United Northwestern Realty Association
United Northwestern Multitint .
Michigan Assodiation of REALTORS REALTOR

Ui NoRRG
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lah services.



