SEMCOG public hearing

Monday, September 23. 1974
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Transit plan provokes opposition

By ROBERT KIPPER

OAKLAND COUNTY-Gauging pub-
lic sentiment toward the Proposed Re-
gional 1930 Transportation Plan may
be as difficult and cumbersome a task
for the Southeast Michigan Couneil of
Governments (SEMCOG) as under-
Standing SEMCOG's multi-billion dol-
‘lar plan has been for the public.
+ After describing the details of the
‘transportation proposal through a vari-
‘ety of press conferences and speaking
-engagements over the past several
‘months, SEMCOG took its plan di-
Jectly to the public this week.
* Hosting a public hearing Thursday
‘at the Oakland County Courthouse,
SEMCOG lined the walls with multi-
.icolored charts, offered two slide pre-

sentations and assembled a panel of
eight spokesmen in an attempt to ex-
plain and uncomplicate the plan.

IN TURN, SEMCOG received input
from local residents on possible revi-
sions of the plan.

What resulted was more than three
hours of discussion and a vast ex-
change of information. While resi-
dents wrestled with the complexity of
the transportation plan, SEMCOG rep-
resentatives struggled to assimilate a
wide variety of questions and con-
cems.

No one expected a clear mandate
from the people to be arrived at, and
none was. Supporters and opponents,
ordinary citizens and elected officials,
those concerned about a specific
street and those worried about overall
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cost, joined in the dialog.

THE CURRENT transportation
plan, the product of nearly ten years
work, calls for sweeping improvement
of most conventional means of trans-
portation: upgrading roads, creating
new freeways, greatly expandmg bus
and commuter railroad lin:

Perhaps the focal point of lhc plan
concerns some 70 miles of a rapid
transit system in the most heavily
traveled areas in the metropolitan De-
troit area.

As vet, no price tag has been placed
on the total plan. However, the bus,
railroad and rapid transit proposals
alone could cost in excess of $5 bil-
lion, according to separate estimates
by the Southeastern Michigan Trans-
portation Authority (SEMTA).

There were few communities in the
county unrepresented at Thursday's
hearing. Cost and need were the most
challenged aspects of the plan.

SEMCOG SPOKESMEN explained
that state and federal funding would
be necessary to pay for much of the
project. Additional tax revenue from
projected growth in the county should
eliminate the need for increased
taxes, one spokesman said.

John King, of Bloomfield Hills, was,

one of the first to challenge the neces-

sity of such a sweeping proposal. The

metropolitan Detroit area, he argued,

is too accustomed to driving automo-

biles to switch to buses, trains or
rapid transit.

“They won't give up their cars until
the last drop of gasoline is gone,” he
said.

Others repeated those sentiments.
“People are too spoiled by having
their own cars.” "“Nobody wants to
walk half a mile to catch a bus."”

SUPPORTERS, like one mother in
the audience, said alternate transpor-
tation systems are necessary, espe-
cially for youths. State Rep. Charlie

Harrison (D-62) sent a statement

saying that improved transportation
was essential {0 creating a high stand-
ard of living for people throughout the
area.

Two persons asked SEMCOG to con-
sider the handicapped in their plans,
such as providing ramps for those con-
fined to wheel chairs or bus signs in
Braille.

Jnseph Willlams, of Birmingham,

Og plauge when he criticized
SEMC for not taking bicycles and
other non-motorized forms of transpor-
tation into their planning.

MOST OF the. questions, however,
dealt .specifically with a particular
community's, problem,

« A spokesman from Troy urged de-
feat of the plan because it didn't ade-
quately considér anticipated traffic on
Troy's Big Beaver Road corridor,
where city planners have concen-
trated high-rise and high density zon-
ing. .
* Dorothy Conrad, Birmingham city
commissioner,’ complained that SEM-
COG's plan for expansion at the
Grand Trunk station on Eton would in-
crease an already bad traffic and
parking situation.

* Persons from West Bloomfield
Townshlp criticized the plan for as-
suming that Northwestern Highway
would become a freeway. ““The free-
way is not needed and shouldn’t be
built,” one township resident argued.

“The only people who support it are
local officials worried about increas-
ing the tax base and speculators who
want to sell Jand.”

* Representatives from Franklin
Village, also concerned about the
ramifications of a Northwestern High-
way extension on their cummumt»
asked the SEMCOG panel. “How do
you propose to keep small commu-
nities from being swept away by mas-
sive development?"

SEMCOG CONTINUED the meeting
until all questions were answered.
The meeting ended after midnight. al-
though large numbers drifted away as
the discussion entered its third hour,

SEMCOG spokesmen assured the
crowd that the Oakland County reac:
tion, along with the reactions from
the six other member countics, will
be considered before the SEMCOG
board formally adopts a transporta-
tion plan sometime next year.

Ouakland Prep names director

James W. McGinnis. 'a 3{-year-old
Detroit educalor ~psychologist, has
been named director of the Oakland
Prep School. *

The alternative education program
for teenagers is operated under QOak-
tand University's Urban Affairs Cen-
ter. McGinnis begins his new duties
immediately, Wilma H. Bledsoe, cen-
ter director, - said.

MeGinnis directs a school that is de-
signed to enable high school dropouts
to complete secondary education and

enter a college or university. Oakland
Prep is in its third year. is supported

by a grant from the Wayne County ,

Juvenile Facility Network and "lclgh
borhood Education Authority.

7001 Burlingame in Detroit.
The prep school director comes to
U after wark as an cducational de-
lopment ina

training center.

McGinnis has had extensive expe- '

rience in teaching. in clinical psycholo-
gy. educational testing and research.
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ﬁ\, This HALLOWEEN Give ...

\ ") individuaily wrapped Hal-

loween Balioofls to the

little ghosts and godlins -

IT'S A TREAT EVi

ENTS WILL LOVE. Or

as few as 100. They can
even be custom im-

\ printed with your Hallow-
eon mosssge.

CALL THE BALLOON
MAN AT 273-5555

There |
are 125 students currently enrolled at *

THE
>/ BALLOON
MAN

TALKING
BUSINESS GIFTS
AND
INCENTIVE TRAFFIC
BUILDERS

THAT SAY:
REMEMBER ME
I'M UNIQUE. . .

I'll create a gift that
says something.

A T-shirt, pen, lighter. keychain,
balioon, button, decal, or hun-
dreds of other ideas.

AND TRY THIS
FOR PRICE

100 T-shirts only 2.25 ea.

1000 pens for a5 low as 8.5¢ ea.
CALLME~
MARVIN
WEISENTHAL
[l stretch my neck
or you.
Call for more
information.

273-5555
THE
BALLOON
MAN

vites you to the Grand Opening

Falvey Motors of Troy

of their new facilities

which has been developed ona
9% acre site in the heart of aitomobile -
row in Troy, at the same ~
time meet the personngt and imspect the
new modern facilities consisting
of sales, service, parts and body shop.
All cars will be on display.

FALVEY MOTORS OF TROY

s
. 6 "
Authorized dealer of fine British motorcars — Jaguar, Triumph, M.G., Land Rover and Austin Marina

1815 MAPLELAWN, TROY, MICHIGAN SHOWROOM HOURS: MON. & THURS. 8:30 TO 9:00, TUES., WED., FRI. 8:30 TO 6:00 SERVICE HOURS: MON. THRU FRI. 7:30 TO 6:00
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