By KEN HOFFMAN

Everyday I am bombarded over
the phone by coaches and team
‘managers relaying scores of their
teams most recent outings. For the
most part, I simply record this in-
“formation and write it up before
:my deadline. If someone were to
ask me a particular score a half
‘hour later, I wculdigro_bably have
to look it up in my files. .

However, every so often I receive
“telephoned reports that excite m
: imagination or capacity for belief.
These events I also file away, but
‘this time I make a mental note to
 follow the particular team with in-
“terest. Such is the case with the
junior varsity girls bagketball
team over at Avondale High

chool. . .

About two weeks ago the JV
‘gave Oxford a terrible beating,
72-4. I called back to verify the
‘score but really couldn’t say that I
gave the fgame that much consider-
ation. After all, who knows what
could have actually taken place? A
star of the opposing team was in-
jured, or perhaps the entire team
missed the bus and they played the
Ehysical science club instead. Who

nows?

A few days later the phone rang
again. “Avondale junior varsit%ss,
Athens junior varsity 10”. Well,
that proves it, I said to myself.
Athens certainly is no challenge to
the record books, and anyway they

“scored more than double what Ox-
ford did.

OH YEAH, I wrote in the paper
that the Avondale girls were Incre-
dible, but I vonfess that I really
didn’t see anything mind boggling
in their performance. .,

When I received information
that in their following game,
Avondale rolled up an 87-2 score
against established Rochester
High School, I couldn't believe it.
Maybe, just maybe, they were in-
credible.

I made up my mind that I was
going to find out just how good
these girls were, but I had a prob-
lem. It appeared senseless to
watch them play some other girls
junior varsity team, because how
can a team be judged when it’s of-
fered no competition?
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Then it dawned on me. I'll per-
sonally see just how tough they
are, But how?

T could have chosen to challenge
its best player to a one-on-one
game, but that would have given
no measure as to the team’s merit,

So team coach Bernie Bell and I
agreed that the Avondale High
junior varsjty would take the court
against the Observer and Eccentric
All-Stars.

ALL-STARS we were in name
only. Our roster was dotted with
such illuminaries as Ron Hingst
from the Birmingham office. Ron
has a lot going for him, mostly a
lot of weight, Let's get right down
to the point, Ron is so fat that last
week his wife had to let out the
shower curtain. Also Ron's lack of
mobilit¥ was further accentuated
by the fact that he forgot his sne-
aﬂers at home and played the
game in his socks. Ron doesn’t ex-

. actly make Red Auerbach drool.

At the last moment we decided
to take on a pick-up to fill out the
squad. 'His name is Dan Me-
Gou%}min, a student at Avondalé,
and the only one on the team that
could call himself an athlete with-
out causing much laughter, occa-
sional chuckles, and assorted
smirks.

1 was the other player on our
three man roster this day, M{ only
pretense to basketball ability
comes from my years on play-
ground courts in New Jersey. But
that was more than a few years
ago and since then my daily exer-
cise routine has consisted of smok-
ing two packs of cigarettes a day.
And I ain't no candidate for the
Mr. America contest either.

Some All-Stars.

When we arrived at Avondale
High School for the hig me, we

iﬁ:d with

girls running lay-up drills. The;
idn’t look too bad, but they didn’t
make me shake in my shoes either.
I went over the ground rules with
Coach Bell, deciding on a 21 point

game, no half time.

IF THEY thought the game
would be played for laughs, they
were soon advised to the gontrary.
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I've never fooled around in sports,
and if they were going to beat us,
they would see us drop with our
boots on.

Hingst jumped center and con-
trolled the tap for us beginning the
game, I threw in a short jumper,
over Cheryl Johnson and the All-
Stars had exceeded in five seconds
the outgut many had expected of
us for the entire game.

-As Avondale brought the ball up
against us, | realized that we were
%oing to be in a lot of trouble de-

ensjvely. The girls had a fast
break situation on us with every
play, and only a passing error
could save us from allowing the
girls an open shot at the basket
each time.

JoAnn Russell answered my
basket with one of her own, and
the game settled into a see-saw
affair. With Hingst plugging u
the lane, I thought surely their of-
fense would crumble as the game
progressed.

They were much better than I

thought they would be, but con-
versly, we also surpassed their
expectations, .
. I'was hot in the early going and
wasn't bothered to any great ex-
tent by the Avondale zone. How-
ever, when the score got to be ar-
ound 12-10, I started to be haunted
by the ghost of cigarettes past. In
my life | had never felt the physi-
cal strain as I did that day.

1 HAD TO decide on a course of
action. We had no bench, and a
brief timeout would not have
helped, so I did the only thing I
could — I stopped playing defense.

In my younger days I was ac-
cused of not playing defense even
when I was, so this ploy at conserv-
ing erflergy came easily.

mehow, as if by magic, I came
alive when we would gain posses-
sion of the ball. Looking like the
typical New Jersey greasy punk, I
shot like a maniac every time I
could get my hands on the ball.

The game: wore on and I am
proud to say that justice prevailed,
and the good guys on the white
horses triumphed. The Observer
and Eccentric All-Stars 22 The
Avondale girls JV 16,

This was the greatest victory;
forget Babe Ruth pointing out his
home run, foﬁet about Joe Louis
knocking out Max Schmelling, for-
get all of that. Remember the day
that the All-Stars bumped off the
neighborhood bully.

For you who may sit there and
see images of Bobby Riggs taking
on the women tennis players, I can
only reply that Riggs was a former
Wimbledon champion, No one on
our team even ﬂai;Ed basketball
when he was in high school.

ALSQO FOR those people who
think that they could fare better
than the Avondale lassies; I accept

- all challenges.

1 just don’t think that there is
any team of women, any age, that
can keep up with my All-Stars in
any sport. If there's a group of
women out there that thinks it can
take us in basketball, football, or
anything; we welcome the chance
to beat you. If some woman thinks
she’s a hot shot bowler, I'll take
her on personally.

If there's any so brave as to ac-
cept the offer, I'll have complete
records kept and published in the
folloing edition of this paper.

. The challenge has been fofered.

All-Stars
Ken Hoffman
Ron Hingst
Dan McGloughin

N ot

_ Avondale
Jean Hanley
Cheryl Johnson
JoAnn Russell
Linda Smith
Stephanie Sanger
Rene Ashell
Janet Russell
Barb Cooper
Chaddy Walker
Jean Smith
Chery] Bolton
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Trio receive
racing honors

Waterford Hills Road Racing Inc.
named their annoal Perpetual Trophy
winners last week and two area men
were among the recipients.

Bill Tann From Troy won the best
small production car with his MG
Midget , Ralph Hotton took honors in
best smail sedan in his Lincoln-Mer-
cury Capri and Rochester's Mark Da-
vidson topped the field of best for-
mula variety in-his Titan Ford.

:

The winners were chosen on a point
system from the number of races the
participants started and the finishes
over the racing season.
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We'll pull you thru!
Buy 2 Atlas. snow tires and your participating Slar.ldard Dealer
will give you a Gift Membership+ in the Amaco Motor Club
to give you total motoring protection in the coming months

& GIFT MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES
SEAVICE  + LEGAL

+ EMERGENCY ROAD
« EMERGENCY TOWING
TRAVEL AGENCY SERVICE.

DEFENSE SERVICE
SERVICE + ARREST BOKD
+ TIP ROUTING
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2 ';or 5"5995'*

"2 for $49%"

A78 x 13
Tire Size
*Plus $1.78 EFT each

650 x 13
Tire Size

“Plus $1.78 FET each

Notdedia hotes far steds whete alowed Piaced for studs whete alowed

Membership Offer also applies if-you buy 4 Adas Steekeron or Steel Radial 70 tires
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STEEL BELTED
ATLAS.
STEELCRON.

 Provides greater highway safety

@ Four plies, two of woven steel strands
over two tough polyesier cord body phes

® Low profile. massive tire with 7-r:d tread

@ Concave molded for cooler running
charactersstics
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Dealers

rOU see

“We'll pull you thrul" signs
* PRICES MAY VARY FROM DEALER T0 DEALER
“WELL PULL YOU THRU” SPECIAL

We'll inspect and
Mmount your snow

tires
for s 300'
when you let us

only
test and inspect
your battery
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CHARGE IT

with your Amaco, Torch Club
or Diners Club credit card
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Check your participatin
Leted Eelow where,

ENDS DECEMBER 31, 1874
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-BIRMINGHAM

COLONIAL STANDARD
1088 E. Maple at Adams
646-9848

CRANBROOK
CARCARE INC.
2483 W. Maple at Cranbrook
647-0700

TEL-MAPLE STANDARD
SERVICE CENTER
6495 Telegraph
644-2910

SOUTHFIELD

BEAUMONT STANDARD
30385 Greenfield at 13 Mile
642-4660

BORG STANDARD
* 10 Mile at Telegraph
2-5772

JIM'S 12 &
EVERGREEN STANDARD
20041 W. 12 Mile ot Evergreen

354-0780

MONAHAN’S STANDARD
13 Mile ot Southfield

646-6106

VISIT THESE OAKLAND COUNTY PARTICIPATING DEALERS SOON!

TROY WEST
EMERY’'S STANDARD BLOOMFIELD
Rochester Rd. at I-75
689-5460 LOWER'S STANDARD
SHERER'S Maple at Orchard Lake

SOMERSET SERVICE J 626-0525

2987 Crooks Rd. at 16 Mile

643-8666 .
ORCHARD LAKE:
- FRANKLIN WEST BLOOMFIELD
FRANKLIN STANDARD STANDARD
32375 Franklin Rd. Orchard Lake at Pontiac Trail
626-2080 626-4600

FARMINGTON HILLS

ORCHARD RIDGE McCRACKEN'S
STANDARD STANDARD
12 Mile at Orchard Lake 10 Mile ot Middlebelt
626-9428 476-9311

CAR NEED’'S STANDARD
9 Mile ot Middlebelt
477-1144

HOOK'S STANDARD
SERVICE

13 Mile at Orchard Lake
626-9337

) FARMINGTON
BOTSFORD STANDARD  STRYE'S STANDARD

8 Mile at Grand River Grand River at Power
476-9877 474-7446

ROCHESTER

ROCHESTER STANDARD
100 W. University at Main
651-1901




