4B (7

OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

October 17, 1974

Structure draws praise

~ Pontiac Stadium—New Lions den

By TOM SCHRAM

Oakland County’s dream palace
for Detroit Lion football, the Pon-
tiac Metropolitan Stadium, is
drawing rave notices as a classic
structure from its creators and
builders.

Hailing the edifice as “the most
unique structure ever created by
man” West Bloomfield" architect
Constantin Micuda led a host of
speakers connected. with the Pon-
tiac Metropolitan Stadium at the
Birmingham-Bloomfield Chamber
of Commerce executive breakfast

esday.

“There will be no resemblance
between this and any other stad-
ium in the country. It will be the
largest stadium in the United
States if not the world,” Micuda
said of the stadium presently un-
der construction at }1-59 and Op-
dyke Road.

THE STADIUM, d d by

law suits to date and serious prob-
lems with concerning access roads
to maintain a building schedule
which will have it open in time for
the 1975 football season next Au-

gust.

1f all goes according to plan, the
stadium will boast such impressive
features as: .

¢ A 10% acre suspended plastic
roof with three separate methods
for removal of snow.

® 80,000 armchair seats

¢ More thas 100 third-level
suites equipped with closed cireuit
color television with instant-replay
capabilities

® Concession and rest room
facilities surrounding all three lev-
els at all points except exits

THE ROOF, which will rise 200
feet above the playing surface, is
still in the planning stages with an
additional $7.1 miﬁiun needed for

final impl ion

Micuda's Birmingham architec-
tural firm, O'Dell, Hewlett and
Luckenbach, Inc., has proposed
]c.osts-now standing at $55.7 mil-
i

on.
The project has survived nine

“But I think that we can safely
say that we will have a roof,” Ro-
land Wilkering, executive vice-
president of Barton Mallow con-
tractors, the firm a\vgrded fhe
construction contract said,

“We are going on the basis that
we will have the funds for the roof
at this point. When and if the
funds are allocated, we will begin
work on the roof, but, at this point,
it will not be ready for the 1975
season. The target date right now
is January 1, of 1976,” he said.

Snow would be removed from
the suspended roof by heat from
the stadium, by heat from special
generators or, in emergency cir-
cumstances, by dumping it on the
playing surface.

ALL OF THE 80,000 seats will
be arméhair-type and padded. The
capacity does not put the stadium
in the 100,000 plus category of
Wolverine Stadium in Ann Arbor
or the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, but,
according to Micuda, the Pontiac
stadium will be larger than either
of those two,

“If we used the same seating
arrangement as is used at the Uni-
versity of Michjgan, we would have
approximately 120,000 ‘seats,” he
said.

The third level suites which, on
the average seat 12, will rent for a
total of $38,500 per suite for a five_

West Bloomfield architect Constantin Micuda who de-
signed the Pontioc Metropolitan Stadium, called the strue-
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ture “the most unique” in history. (Photographed by Doug-

.

"BEFOREHAND"

GROUP LESSONS STARTING
OCTOBER 21st
NON MEMBERS WELCOME
CALL NOW
FOR ,
FURTHER INFORMATION (& 7

“"AFTERHAND"

Franklin Racquet Club  Centaur Farms Racquet
fub

29633 Franklin Road
Southfield, Mich,
352-5633

OUR TEACHING
PROGRAM
SUPPLIES PROVEN
RESULTS!

Square Lake Racquet Club,
799 Denison Couyrt-,
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.
332-9221°

Cly
5700 Drake Road
West Bloomfield, Mich.
851-6010

-

year contract. Two of the 102
suites will be permanently rented
for county executives and visiting
owners.

The concession and rest roorh fa-
cilities are, according to Micadu, as
good as can be designed.

“THESE WILL BE very mod-
ern facilities. Of course, it will be
impossible to accummudatg every-
one simultaneously,” he said.

According to Robert Rummel,

executive director of the Pontiac
Metro{)olitan Stadium Authority,
a total annual income of $4.5 mil-
Hon will be necessary to operate
the stadium in the black.

“And of that, more than half
will come from the Detroit Lions
who are presently under a 30 year
contract at the highest rent ever
paid by a sports team,” Rummel
said.

Rummel said that the additional
necessary revenue will come from

Lathrup golfers first

At the Metropolitan Suburban
Association league meet at Red
Run Golf Course in Rog*al Oak,
Southfield Lathrup scored a 405 to
head the field. .

Royal Oak.Dondero and Bloom-
field Lahser tied for second with
420 each; Rochester Adams, 427;
Eirmingham Groves, 428 and
Utica Eisenhower, 432,

Medalist honors went to Lath-
rup’s Lincoln Cavalieri who carded
a three over far 75. Groves’ Mitch
Bleznak took second individual
honors with 76; Ken Perry, Don-
dero, 77 and Mike Betts, Lathrup,

Final league standings are com-

Three locals
tour circuit

Three area residents are listed
on the 1974 Champion Spark Plug
Road Racing Classic roster.

They are: Harry MacDonald,
Southfield, with a Lynx car spon-
sored by Mazuro Motors; Warren
Tope, Troy, with a McLaren-Chev-
rolet sponsored by Gordy Oftedahl
and J. Marshall Robbins, Troy,
with a Mustang and a Corvette,
both sponsored by Jim Robbins Co.

puted by combining. the season’s
dual meets with the league match.
Lahser {inished in first place fol-
lowed by Lathrup, Dondero,
Adams, Groves and Eisenhower.

renting the stadium to various .
groups at other times during the *’
year. '

“THE LIONS PAY more than
half of the expenses of the stad-
ium, but they will use it only 10
days a year. We expect to make up "’
the other half during the other 355
days durinF the year,” he said. -

Rummel explained that there
are currently plans for a $1 million "'
widening of Opdyke Road to Au-
burn Road. -

He also said that he was not coi
cerned with the nine lawsuits”™”
which have been' brought against
the stadium authority in that none--
have succeeded past the level of the
state court of appeals.

“We expected the lawsuits.
When Seattle built their stadium,
they had 23 brought against them.
We haven't logt a day’s work over a
lawsuit yet,” Rummel said.
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Now is the time to
select your large
shade trees

for later
planting.

8600 Napier Road (between
3 Miles West of Novthville
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Good News!
‘Good Hands'people

are here.
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BILL NEUROTH

JACK HAMMER

JIM GULLEN

BRENT WASIK

RAY WESS

|\Alistate

Allstaté Insurance Companis

N

They're here to
help at the new
Allstate office.

34000 Plymouth Rd.

Livonia. Mich.

They can help more.ways
than you might think.
Because Allstate has low
rates. Because we offer
most any kind of insurance
you need. Because of
our reputation for
prompt service. .

It’s the neighborly way
to do business. .

Northbrook, Illinols .

Phone: 425-0800 |

Hours: Y a.m. 10 6 p.m. Mon.-Fri. . B ?
9 a.m.to'l p.m. Sat. k
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