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New Sears branch aids business ‘neighbors’
] .

By HY SHENKMAN

The merchants at the Southfield
Plaza Shopping Center are optim-
istic and the reason is their new
neighbor, Sears.

“That store formerly occupied
by Federals has been empty for a
vear so it hasn't drawn customers”
— said Mike DeRose, manager of
the Radio Shack next door. “Now
things are changed.

“Qur neighbor carries many
types of goods, but the reason for
successful co-existence is our spe-
cialization and variety. We carry
80-40 different styles of audio
equipment ranging from $100 to
$2,000 as well as experimental
parts.”

“Since Sears moved in our busi-
ness grew 50%. The full parking
lots opening days were evidence of
the business increase and we are
going to see it again at Christmas
time”— he said.

“How does our new tenant effect

us? I wish we could stay with them
for 50 years"—said Sam Posner,
manager of the Harvard Shop II.

“We just hope that Southfield's
building code will permit Sears to
build a second floor for expansion
so they don’t have to squeeze us
out for that purpose.

“A customer complained that
there was no parking on our large
jot. But to us progress is when
traffic brings more revenue at the
same rent.”

““CONSERVATIVELY speak-
ing, our business improved two
and one half times. We are off for
better days and we are looking for-
ward to them”—Posner said.

Pants Galore manager Joe
Moore speaks freely about the
changes brought about by Sears.

“They brought a new crowd into
the shopping center, that’s for
sure: but it hasn’t been what we

anticipated_because of the econ-
omy. The first day our business
doubled so I hired two more peo-
ple.”

“The traffic brought us a new
trade — mothers. They are coming
to shop for their kids and that’s
good. There are 17 pants galore
stores, but many don’t know that
we are in this shopping center.”

“It's good to have Sears near
you, no question about it” — says

What does Sears manager Roger
Ross think about the happy store-
keepers in the shopping center?

“Needless to say, that we are de-
lighted to contribute to the shop-
ping center and be of real benefit

to the city of Southfield.”

“There is no room for expansion
nor are big changes expected. As
we approach a different season
goods and displays will be
changed, but the basic confizura-

tion of the departments will re-
main.

“Basically we are satisfied the
way the store is set and are happy
with our new store in Southfield,”
Ross said.

Henry Yager owner of the South- |-

field Plaza Barber Shop. “So far
we haven't felt a great improve-
ment but we are happy. Most shop-
pers are women and they are good
at mouth to mouth advertising” —
he said.

Since the Sears store moved in
Pete Stasinopolos from the South-
field Coney Island added four
booths and hired three more em-
ployees. “At lunch time all of our
68 seats are filled,” he said.
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Ace Controls expands

Increased worldwide sales of the company’s line
of industrial hydraulic shock absorbers has led to
major expansion for Ace Controls, Inc. of Farming-
ton, according to Ace president William Chorkey.

of Farmington.

An enlarged plant at the corporation’s headquart-

Uhiform standards

revoked for tires

By ROSE WEBER

if the public is looking forward
to a uniform tire-grading.system
as a way out of the jungle of 1,200
different names ané 170 different
tire brands available, they are
doomed to disappointment.

The Naﬁona‘) Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA)
has revoked a proposed set of tire
quality grading standards and de-
velopment of a new grading sys-
tem.

A dispute over production and li-
ability surrounding a control tire
has long been a delay for the pro-
posed system.

A NHTSA safety act of 1966
authorized the Department of
Transportation (DOT) to establish
a uniform quality grading system
for motor vehicle tires.

THE DEADLINE for the sys-
tem was set at Sept. 8, 1968. One
extension followed another until a
consumer group filed suit to force
DOT to make the grading system
effective by Sept. 1, 1974.

The no\\‘-scraf}ped set of regula-
tions was published by DOT in
January, 1974.

Only two companies, Uniroyal
of Detroit and Firestone Tire and
Rubber of Akron, Ohio, made
proposals for construction of a
control tire.

Richard A. Riley, president of
Firestone, said the tire manufac-
turers are most concerned about a
uniform test track for all compa-
nies and that track has not been
developed yet.

LACK OF CONTROL over
other companies’ production
standards, which could lead to tire
failure, is one of the problems
cited by the control tire bidders,

In May, 1974, Federal District
Judge William B. Jones ordered
the government to issue a proposed
revision of the present uniform
tire quality grading rule with a
proposed effective date of May 1,

Riley said it would take at least
three to six months to develop a
control tire after they let the con-
tract.

He said DOT had been receptive
to tire industry proposals “and I
think the final result will be close
to our recommendations.”

Leatherwork turns
hobby to career

Ken Eaton has found a way to
make his hobby his career.

Eaton, a Rochester resident of
nine years, is the proprietor of one
of Rochester’s newest businesses:
“The Leatherworks,” at 208 South
Main Street in the Littie Mall.

Eaton hopes to earn his liveli-
hood selling his handmade leather
goods at his newly opened shop.

He specializes in handmade
belts, purses, hats, barrets, wallets
and other custom made items.

EATON, 22, began making
leather goods last June as a hobby.
After many of his friends put in

their orders, Eaton decided to
work at leather making full time.

Eaton says all of his products
are in a moderate price range.
Three quarters of his belts can be
bought complete with buckle.

He has brass, Tiffany, zodiac,
western, and nostalgic trade-
marked buckles like “Coca-Cola” to
wear with his belts.

On many of his products, Eaton
takes the leather from the hide,
cuts it to size, tools the pattern
that will be on the hide and dyes
the leather to the color desired.
Each pattern is ag distinctive as
the leather it is made on.

ers, 23435 Industrial Park Dr., is nearing comple-
tion. Project contractor is Gordon B. Hall and Sons
of Southfield and the architect is John Allen Assoc.,
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PROTECTING
HOMEOWNERS
DOLLARS

“1 Believe very strongly that
people should receive full
value for their dollars...”

*Sponsored  bill to give
homeowners legal re-
medies against poor struc-
tural quality workmanship
in the buildings of their
homes
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wants offers.

REDUCED TO $99,900, & ASSUME 7 % % MORTGAGE — Dramfic
beamed 2-story living room with balcany, formal dining room, library.
Huge country kitchen with appliances. Three bedrooms, 2% luxury baths,
Carpets, drapes, sprinklers, central air canditioning. Built by one of the
finest builders in the suburban area.

Gm.llhﬂﬂ &co — Residential

members of:
Birmingham-Bloomfield Board of Realtors
Birmingham-Bloomfield Multi-List

United Northwestern Realty Association
United Northwestern Multi-List

Michigan Association of REALTORS

OPEN SUNDAY, 2-5
3677 BROOKSIDE
East of Telegraph, North of Long Loke
TAKE THE WINDING ROAD fo this treed setting of an exclusive area of
Bloomfield and see this charming custom ranch. All large rooms with space
for everything. Living room with marble fireplace. Family room with woll
of glass windows. Three bedrooms, 2 baths. First floor loundry room,
glassed potio, porch. Immediate possession. Reduced in price — owner
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CORNER CONDO. IN TROY — oniy $8,000 to assume 7% % mortgage.
Twa large bedrooms, 1% baths. Beautiful sefting facing the woods, near
the club house, pool & tennis courts. Vacant — owner anxious.
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FARMINGTON HILLS COLONIAL  wreat fomily home in a great family
neighborhood. Four bedrooms, 2% baths. library and family room on
first floor. Recreation room and games room on lower level with sun deck
overlooking pool area.

West Bloomfield

%ffice
6689 Otchard Lake Rd.

Old Orchard
Shopping Center

851-4300

1oun wousig
orPORTNITY




