By ROBERT KIPPER

Doug Covert hasn't received a
paycheck in six weeks.

He is serving as director of the
Drayton Plains Nature Center dur-
ing its most severe financial
crisis. The inflation pinch. which
has caused even the most warm-
hearted to-be less responsive to-
ward charities, may force the 137-
acre nature center to close within
the next six months.

Unless donations pick up, much

. of the center — which includes

. woods, meadows, fish hatcheries
- and marshland — will be returned
. to the state and subject to resale
. and commercial development.

I simply believe the nature cen-
ter is so damn worthwhile. I can't
imagine it ceasing to operate.”
says Covert. as he plunges into a
last-ditch fund-raising drive.

The directors of the center are
hoping that Oakland County resi-
dents will donate $50,000 to contin-
ue its operation.

The Drayton center, located
four miles north of Pontiac, is a
fericeless. admission-less place
that posts no closing hours and
few restrictions.
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IT OFFERS changing landscape
and numerous examples of plant
and animal life.

Friendly snakes can be easily
found near its narrow pathways.
Wild. edible fruit hang from many
of the trees. Ducks squawk and
swim in streams. Land and na-
ture, as it has existed since most

local people can remember, are al- *

lowed to remain.

To those who know, visit and
even take it for granted, closing
would be the first time since the
middle 1800°'s that the land was
not known as either a fish hatch-
ery or a nature center.

For the hundreds of schook
groups that come to the center:
each year from throughout South-
east Michigan, closing would
mean one less place to study na-
ture first hand.

DRAYTON'S PROBLEMS go
far beyond not paying its director.
The onetime staff of three has
been suspended. For the first
time, school groups are charged a
nﬁpima] fee for a guided hike.

Keeping the center, open, and
helping educate young minds to
the importance of preserving na-
ture is essential. says Richard
Page. of Birmingham. one of the
trustees of the center.

Many adults, those who prob-
ably won't be killed by pollution.
in their lifetime are apathetic
about ecology, Page says.

Children might be different.

“One of these days people are
going to get mad,” Page says.
“They are going to stop paving
our forests ‘and stop smoking our
air.”

Another trustee, B. Jeffery Corn-
ish of Birmingham, calls the cen-
ter unique with goals that haven't
started to be realized. He admits
his prejudice. He once lived
nearby and frequently tramped its
paths.

Covert finds it difficult to ex-
plain the importance of keeping
the center open, but his-answer is
best.

“If you have to ask why the cen-
ter should be saved,” he says,
“the answer probably won't mean
much.”
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2nd Big Weel: Now thru October 27

| i 10th Anniversary
[ Celebration

PLANET OF THE APES

Meet and talk to our visitors from the
PLANET OF THE APES? courtesy of
20th Century Fox. Marvel at their abil-
ity to speak our language. They will
give autographs and pictures are
available

TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY
October 22-23
Noon 'til 8 P.M.

WIN!,

Avacation for
Two To The Bahamas.

" Play our DAY AT THE RACES GAME

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, October 21, 22, 23
8 "RACES' DAILY"

 Two big ways (0 save. Shop our great 101h Anniversary
specials-then stop by our hooth, show your sales receipts
for e day (cnly one per person from Chatham). Each
dotar spent entilles you 1q 10 points toward te prize of
your choice. From poriable TV, hundreds of gift certti-
cates and olher prizes

© ALL PRIZES TO BE GIVEN AWAY.

® You need not be present to win! Winning numbers wil

5 glorious days and 4
nights at the elegant Nas-
sau Beach Hozel, return
flight by Jamaica Airlines,
plus $100 toward your
meals. Just register at the
DAY AT THE RACES
booth, Manday, Tuesday
and Wednescay. Vaca-
tion courtesy of Bzhama
Tourist Board and

be posted Lvonia Mall
The Griginal, HAROLD
Sonny’s BULLET CAR RAMM
from THE GODFATHER and his
. nowthru  NOVEMBER 3 SUP';ETZSG
A 1941 Lincoln Continental with reat ct. 24-
" bullet holes from a ASWKcaf'wED?e ?;%w;‘mes
Thompson machine gun; -av.vle';('?i )

WITCHES CASTLE

Through November 3
The original haunted castle
ride for the kiddies.

Livonia Mall

7 Mile at Middlebelt A

J/

Sunday noon 'til § p.m.




