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Studio Company does an exceptional ‘J .B.§‘

By RUTH MAIRY SCRIBNER

Theater enthusiasts who are
looking for really good theater are
urged — again — to go to the Stu-
dio Theater at Oakland University
where the Studio Company pro-
vides just about the best in the
area — including, and often sur-
passing, professional theaters
charging higher prices.

‘The Studio’s opener is the Archi-
bald MacLeish classic, “J.B.” This
reviewer has seen the play per-
formed three times previously,
once professionally with “names,
but never better. .

The play was gerformed with
fire and finesse, thanks to Al Rus-
cio's sensitive direction and it af-
forded its audience a really fine
evening’s entertainment.

However, one is warned not to
ex%ect an evening of hilarity as
“J,B.” is a serious moral play but
never dull,

A NOTE_ from the director
states: “We live in an age of uncer-
tainty — we must ask WHY??
Stubborn question has replaced
blind faith.ql‘his is the age of aspi-
rin and anxiety. Archibald Mac-
Leish provides us with an answer.
Lave affirms the worth of life —in
spite of life.”

J.B. is the modern counterpart
of Job of the Bible. The play re-
volves around J.B.'s fidelity to God
when faced with virtually insur-
mountable tragedies and disasters
of this modern world.

J.B. proves equal to monumental
challenges as did Job by being able
to resist the temptation to curse
God for his catastrophies, resist
his wife's urging to “curse God and
die” and utter that phrase of mor-
tal submission. “Blessed be the
name of the Lord.” .

This is in spite of the fact that
Satan is certain J.B. will finally
curse God for all the terrible, un-
warranted misfortunes visited
upon him,

“J.B.” IS written in verse that
sharply and colorfully reveals the
facts of the story and the spiritual
trials of the characters. However,
for those who think this would be
problematical, “there is an old
truism about the theater: what is
done on stage is more effective
than what is said.”

In the beginning J.B. is with his
wife and children, happy and pros-

erous, around the table at a
E‘hanksgiving dinner. He believes
himself to be a good man with a
close relationship to Ged.

Little does he expect the trage-
dies which are to befall him to test
his faith: the senseless death of a
son overseas after the war’s armis-
tice, the other children's death ina
car accident and murder by a psy-
chopath, the destruction of his
home and business by bombs, his
wife’s desertion and finally a
plaﬁue of horrifying skin boils.

e play reveals J.B. maintain-
ing his faith and repeating,
(though agonizingly asking what
his guilt is) “The Lord giveth and
the Lord taketh away.”

BECAUSE THE Studio
Theatre is small and intimate, the
audience feels a part of the play
and some of the action takes place
on three ramps running into the
audience.

“J,B." is set in a circus tent with
a high platform representing
heaven and a tilted ring on the
floor representing earth. God and
Satan (Mr. Zuss and Nickles re-
spectively) are popeorn and balloon
VEHdO!‘S who were once actors.

“J.B.” is a play within a play and
Zuss and Nickles are the commen-
tators from the platform on the ac-
tion going on “on_earth” and are
competitors for J.B.’s soul.

The set is as imaginative as it is
complicated. At the opening the
two vendors raise a tent which sur-
rounds the acting area and repre-
sents the universe. The floors

which were covered with sawdust
in the audience area gave ¢redence
to the circus atmosphere.

THE COSTUMES and lightin
were of this group's usual excell-
ence, the costumes of the wife and
Satan exceptionally fine,

These did much to brighten the
visual aspects of the show. Sound
and lighting effects were impor-
tant, integral parts of the produc-
tion and had maximum impact.

The taxin% major roles were
ably handled by Richard Winnie as

Program

“Alaska by Land and Sea” is the
first program on The Community
House 1974-75 Travel Film Series.
Scheduled for Nov. 1, 2, nationally
prominent photographer Charles
Forbes Taylor will personally nar-
rate his film study at 8 p.m. both
evenings.

From the colorful Gold Rush
country of the Yukon to pheno-
menal glaciers, from mountain
peaks to the scenic Inside Passage,
Alaska is a veritable wonderland.

Baldwi

“Soft art” and UFO's will both
be spotlighted Sunday at the Bald-
win Public Library, Martin at
Bates in Birmingham.

Guest of honor at the Library’s
autographing party throughout
the afternoon will be Carolyn Vos-
burg Hall, Birmingham artist and
writer who has just completed her
ﬁrst book, “Stuffed and Stitched
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And at 3 p.m. Dr. David W.
Stupple, Assistant Professor of So-
ciology at Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity discusses “A Dentury of
Contact with Extraterrestrials.”

\
N

J.B.: Lavinia Whitworth as his
wife, Sarah; Jeffrey Prather as
Mr. Zuss and Nickles by Dennis
MacMath. Mr. Nickles is the only
amusing character, even as he is
being evil, in this rather terrifying

piay.

He was beautifully directed, for
the most part, though a bit “cute”
at times. MacMath executed the
role with humor and certainly a
great deal of acrobatic skill.

MISS WHITWORTH and Mr.
Winnie brought much of the depth

on Alaska opens film series

Taylor takes armchair travelers
to see it all, including frontier set-
tings, thriving- towns, gleaming
lakes, wildlife and the pleasant,
friendly people.

Beginning at Edmonton, Al-
berta, viewers will travel along the
scenic paved highway to Dawson
Creek, Mile O of the Alaska High-
way.

- TICKETS FOR *“Alaska By
Land & Sea” are available in ad-
vance or at the door if seats are

of their tragedy to the spectators
and one really empathized with
them in their despair. :

The play doesn't offer any very
comforting solutions to mankind’s
Rrol}]ems. ven Satan, after seeing

.Bs suifering and his reactions,
cries: “It can’t be borne twice over!
Can't be!”

“It is though,” God replies.
“Time and time again it is. E\'ery
blessed generation.” However,
with the return of J.B.'s wife who
carries a green sprig of forsythia,

available. Season ticketa for all 10
programs included in The Commu-
nity House Travel Film Series are
on sale now, representing a sub-
stantial savings over the individual
ticket price.

Preceding each {ilm program,
The Community House serves din-
ner featuring foods native to the
country being shown on film. The
dinners are served from 6 p.m. by
reservation only (644-5832).

. The Community House is lo-

spotlights UFO’s

Long a devotee of the “soft art”
medium of expression, Mrs. Hall
spent about a year researching
what artists around the country
have been. creating in the way of
imaginative “stitched and stuffed
art.’

. Showecased in the resultant book
is the work of about 50 of these
artists from the realm of folk art
and fine art. Her objective: to pro-
vide an “idea book” demonstrating
the exciting and versatile possibili-
ties of working with fibers and
fabrics.

As for the UFO fans, they will
be meeting at 3 p.m. in the second
floor Jeanne Lloyd Lounge for the
talk by Dr. Stupple. He is a mem-
ber of the Saucer and Unexplained
Celestial Events Research Society
of Clarksburg, West Virginia.

All those who would like to un-
ravel the apparent mystery that
shrouds the UFO phenomenon are
invited to attend that free pro-
gram.

Baldwin public Library is open
Sundays throughout the school
year frem 1 to 5 p.m.

one has the feeling that there é

eternally a rebirth of hope through
the only hope of mankind, love.:

This is not an easy play, but a
play of great moral stature — one
which should definitely be seen be-
cause of its relevancy to todgy
tragedies and disasters.

“The production continues Thur:s--
day (Oct. 24) through Sunday. Cur-
tain time is 8:15 p.m. except Sun-

day at 2 and 6:30 p.m.

cated at Bates and Townsend, Bir-
mingham. \
UP THE MORE than 1500
miles of road through the wilder-
ness (over 1000 miles of it still un-
paved), Taylor travels with- his
camera to the Yukon Territory .of
Whitehorse and Dawson City, Mt.
McKinley National Park and on‘to
Fairbanks, Alaska. )
Then by air, the audience will
travel to Anchorage, Nome, Kitze-
bue, Point Barrow and back ‘to
Skagway. returning by boat down
the inland waterway to Juneau,
Wrangell, Ketchikan, Price Ru-
pert, Vancouver and Victoria.
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Spaghetti Special Tuesdays Only

Lunch $1.75 (Includes solad & bread)
Dinner $2.75 {Includes salad & bread)
870 S. Rochester Rd. in Olde Colony Place ® Rochester
:\_ Your hosts Al and Lois Rossi ® Phone 651-1337 ¢ Closed Sun. & Mon. J

Lunches ® Dinners

COCKTAILS
*  DANCING o

THURS. FRI. and SAT.
9:00 P.M. “Hl 2:00 AM.
THE DAVISSON BROTHERS
Featuring BARBARA BARWICK

On Voeal

AT

PHONE
689-2332

| mn

'Y

Hours: Mon -Fri
Sat 11 am il Lam. Sun. 12 noen 'til 10 p.m.

naear Kin

Golden Croun

Cantonese & American Restaurant]

Lunch & Dinner

Complete Carry-Out Service
1930 WOODWARD

«Just N of Square Lake Rd.y

Party Facilities

858-2245

wswoud Theatre

1 wm. "t 12 midnight

Ve

formerly of the
Old Mill Tavern

Assistant Manager

Entertainment

Introducing

Lounis Dorman

Food, Beverage &

From the Old to the New
Lou invites you all to come down
and renew friendships
£ 3,
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S
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ORIENTAL D

| JADANESE TEDDAN STEAK HCUSE

SDe CARRY OUT AND BANQUET FACILITIES

ROMINADY |

1515 MAPLE RD. AT STEPHENSON HWY @ TROY,

ELIGHTS

Teopan Cooking 4 Ihe Art of Prapar

@ AUTHENTIC CHINESE FOOD
® AMERICAN FOODS
@ EXOTIC COCKTAILS

Dinnacs before Your Eyes on ron Gril,
oK Yo

our great radition

CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD
We continue lo serve excellent Chinese & American foods in

UR OWH TABLEI

OPEMN AT 112.0.
JAPANESE ROOM OPENS
11 8.m. -

2p.m.
SJAPANESE-TEPPAN RESTAURANT REOPENSSpam.

16825 MIDDLEBELT

wiemn 427-3170

NOW SERVING BUFFET DINNERS
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
- 6P.M.TO10P.M.
30 DIFFERENT ITEMS
INCLUDING BEEF AND SHRIMP

==y

$695

Sheraton

Pontiac-Bloomfield
MotorInn

. (313)338-6131

SHERATON HOTELS & MOTOR INNS.
1001 WOOD\WARD AVENUE, PONTIAC, MICHIGAN )
T ! R

() | PLus DESSERT ... =
] :‘::‘ﬂ:fg’:ﬂE For YourBancig Pl Jﬁ—[—’z

Frog Llegy ® Seafood @ Steaks or Chops
"o dining expecience you will lang remember

i

Open Tuesday-Saturday — Closed Monday
« COCKTAILS @ SUNDAY BRUNCH o BOUQUET FACILITIES lﬁ%
NORTHWOOD INN
0n Woodward Ave. at 11 Mile Rd. Beriley CC
+ pho 710 Aar

+ |

\
FOR ELEGANCE IN DINING: ~
The Best of the 50’s and 60’s Music souoronc The
Appearing Tuesday — Sunday: Mr. D. J. % éuﬁgex %Duse
2T l SP'FL“.‘;.LT‘W.'!“""J SERVING ONLY U.5.D.A, PRIME BEEF
il % Gracious Dining & Cocktalls in a luxurious Atmosphere
BUSINESSMEN'S LUNCHEONS
- FEATURING A FASHION SHOW EVERY MONDAY AT NOON
Continental Bar ot e . o
trolling Gypyies Thurs. thru Sat.
= Facilities | 2
= = — NOW OPEN — The ABBEY Liquor & Gourmet Shoppe . — T ERED OUR SPECIAL
Grand Riverat 12 'g'd‘fé%’:"m Ad. Exit - 1-96) 19701 W. Twelve Mile Road just East of Evergreen {H N DINERS ”"Om'.f;':.; !
¥ fiold 550- < 0=
359.3372 \ Roast Prime Rib of Reel au Jus 5.95
o Fine falian Cuisine ® Home-Made Pastas & Desserts ) ) Prize Chopped Beel Steak 3.95

11-11 MON.-THURS.

11-12FRL 5-L28AT.

Premium Sirloin Strip Steak 6.95
Qur Very Finest 10 oz. Filet Mignon 6.95
Broiled Succulent Lobster Tail: 6.95
Lobster & Steak Combination 6.95
Kobob of Tenderloin +.93

Florida Red Snapper 5.95
Entrees include a trip 10 our Salad Bar
Hot Light and Dark Breadss, and Butter

REMEMBER...we offer a
pretentious atmosphere at
unpretentious prices.

€ ordoba

7 MILE & MIDDLEBELT
OPEN SUNDAYS 3-9 @ §77-2686
Across From Livonia Mall

Fasion
NI

FVERY
PRIDW
N

Banquet
Facilities
upto 200

—

—

drive for perfection.”

Holiday Magazine’s
Distinctive Dining ~
Awards, 1975

MICHIGAN
Jog Muer's, Detroit

London Chop House, Detroit -

Pontchartrain Wine Cellars, Detroit
The Money Tree, Detroit
Win Schuler’s Restaurant H
of Marshall

The Vineyards, Southfield

Saratogo Trunk, Novi

L a;wards this year, as before, eschew the erdinary,
the trite, the commonplace, and seek to spotlight the
imaginative, where excellence is the result of unrelenting

H
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