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Charles Costa sits inithe gut of- De-
troit. All around him
and death. And he has
“Watch
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he sees decay
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He isja kmdlord Many have labled

him a stum landlur

But more than| that he is an out-
spoken voice in a city lha! hé both
loves and hates.

“This is not the stereotype land-
lord,” he said during an interview.
“We're not worling out of some office
building  with th® piped-i |n muslc
We're right here in the
In this case, the gut means a two-
story brick bulld\ﬂg a few blocks from
the Lodge Freeway on Myrtle. The
neighborhood is filled ‘with abandoned,
stripped homes. ‘boarded up stores
and weedy lots shere . houses once
stood.

HIS OFFICE on the sécond floor is
decorated in deep reds. with-a faded
carpet: and dusty furniture. Th paint
around the windgws is. pee]u%i, and
\here are gouges in the walls

“T think I havea bettec view here
than they do at the petice departmerit
or the welfare shglter. 1 have the besl
place, like a bleacker.”

He fointed matter-of-factly to buxld

" ings where killiigs have recently

Insurance. .

533-3709

V25 gears of personal lusnrance sowlce n len years”

EDWARD A. SIMON AGENCY, INC.

620 000, call us and save money on Homeowners

SINE AR WITUL Il 15onnc
Horme Offxe:
Bhomigron, it Southdowns Tennvs
Like a good neighbor, Club
State Farm Is there. 23988 Freeway Pork Dr.) Fumungm
P4931.0 - - |
‘ CHECK OUR RATE FOR | \
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE ! \
Ii your home is under 25 years old and wonth at Idast’

WE COME TO.YOUR CAR .
WHEREVER YOU ARE!

Home-Office-Business \

. SERVICE INC

© Allinsurance companies welcome
- @ Serving Wayns, Oakland & Macomb

Courgies

o Windihield, Door, Rear Window

w No extrarcharge 1o you ot your
insurance company

Adto
\%A HOURS A DAY ¢ 7 DAYS A WEEK

LEASE CALL 647-1930 @ 647-0222
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" They killed two c3

+ money I'm after.

* housing. with heat

takep place.
“They killed a landlord over here.
relakc‘ls over here,
for the money.”
He has been th
and mugged, he s:
He is now one of
faridlords in Det
number pf occas|
sade for a better
mon council.
“This is a viol
stick with it bec
said. .
1 exist. But ll
1970 he went ‘ban)

realened cut, beat
id. But he remains.

oit, and has on a
ons taken: his cru-
Detrait to the com-

nt business. But I
huse 1 like it.” he

never gehnch (In
rupt.) It s not, the
T got hung up.with
the humane thing E»erybudv has a
quest. !

“1 picked up th
body can handle.
racy, and nobody ¢an‘win that fight.”’

He estimates that more than 90 per-
cent of his tenants are onj welfare.
For them he trys|

biggest fight, any-

and other utilities.

BUT COSTA complains that it is
hard to do. because as soon as an
apartment becomes vacant the plumb-
ing is torn; out, the windows:ismashed
or stolen and the fapartment becomes
uninhabitdble.

Then the buildir
fine him and mal
have gotten so b:
some " landlords
their property

“I get calls e

g inspectors come,
e him fix it. Things
d. Gosta said, that
re ‘trying: to give

vervday. They say

This week, our hand-crafted chairs
are specially priced

to leave you sitting pretty

Regular $159
NOW4.$1 39

Regular $139
NOW: $99

Regular $199.95
NOW $159

Exquisitely detailed fruitwood chairs make
@ beautifu! addition to any room.
Availoble in plush velvets or Naughahyde
vinyl in a variety of colors -— many for
immediate delivery. All are subsmnmlly
reduced for one week only. Stop in and
see them soon — along with our wide
selection of other chairs, also at sale

prices.

Hours: 10-9 Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 10-5:30 Wed., Sot.
Woadword at Square Lake Road {across from Ted 's) Bloomfi d Hllh 358 3399 334-4745
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Innefclty landlord
flgliis the system N

»persons would have a place to stay.

the better kngwn

'm fighting bureauc-
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 white, turtle-neck sweater, and

' the landtords in the tri-county frea to

even he doubts’ can be. wol
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Take my b\uldmg. Iy dom wan i,

Aré You Looking For A NEW
IDEA For Your Next
FUND RAISING?

 pizzs is & new profianis way fo mako 100% profl. We
sugply the pizza ar's cmmw s0id by food chains. You make tho profit. These pvms

cen Do coid LneocKed 88 & lung et or Served rog3y cooked at yout noxt ingo, spaghe

dinner, ot lair, Wa will assemble pizzas for you of you can nssembmmm for an even higher prqu

‘The man who o)-ns this b
acrisss. the street, he offered it
for $100,000. Ajlerwa few shootihgs, a
few stabbings, he offered it to me for
su:}?m No down! payment. A year
with no ents.”

Costa m take it.

Costa blames much of. the prpblem
on the welfare system. He said)it de-
prives persons of- pride. It makes
money lose its valiie when it is) given
away rather thar earned, he|said.

“Its like if you hit $1.000 ht the
rage track. You go out anfl spand it.
But-if you have lh work for i, you
hold it tight.”

Still, he doesn't place the blame for
the wellare system's failure dn the
people. but on, the federal gpvern-
ment. |

ilding
o me

“I CAN'T be mad at the peop
do it (abuse the system). I got
mad at the people who permit
to do it. Tt goes:all the way to

e who
to be
them
Wash-

ing to cohvince
the government th: t new system is
required. His suggestion is that the r
welfare morey be sent directlyjto the
landlord, thus assufing that wel(are

said.
So far the suggéstion has,pden ig-’
nored. !
. Meanwhild. he saidc more and more
buildings are becoming vacant [in the
city. But while the buildings dis-
appear the people don't, and |before
long “the garbage is overflowing into
the suburbs.”
“*Where is all this going to go?"" he
asked.
“Farmington, .Livonia; Southfield.
Grosse Pointe. It's almost there.”
And in Detroit: ¢You'll have|a ren-
aissance going on, put no rﬁbml:mg i
“The:threat is getting worsefin the
suburbs. They can't get away fdom it.
“1 think we're jheading toard a
tofal revolution, and I don't| know
what's .going to stop it.”
Costa. sits in his: small, -dar]
talking and talking about his
his hopes and his fears. He is{an i
tense man and ke conveys his in-
tensity with his dark eyes and dramat-
ie voice. -

etroit,

RAISED in Eumpe, he

Ii the bombing of World

with his family m{Yalla He a;

looks very much ike a4 man
war.

During the 1nlerwew he

-lived
(War 11
ts and

black
leather coat. In hig desk he hap a pis-
tol, which he hasn't yet fired a{ anoth-
er human being. Costa sees himself
more as a crusader than,a fighter.
Toward that end he is organizing

try to get more of 3 voice for t
lords and make tiir ideas known.
“You need ar activist,” he said.

“You need somy body get in there
and right the &rongs. But everybody
is scared. It's sick.”

As 2 visito™ leaves, Costa
last bit of advice

“Keep gour caridoors locks
stop at a traffic light, and the
you just like'that.” And he s
fingers for emphasis.

‘Then Costa disappears into|the un-
marked door that {leads to hls office
where hell coptinue his fight that

e I:.md-a
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ance policy? If the! beneficiary is your
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ut make
itle up to
e or hus-
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wife or husband; that is fine,
sure you keep the beneficiary
date, If both you and your wil
band are killed in an acciden
are childless, the maney from|
icy will go to your estate — 80
state a beneficiary, other t
spouse. In any even, the righi
beneficiaries should be spell
your insurance pele)

rall your

insurance policies ahd bring them ub to

] (The Wholesale Pizza Campany)
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FUNERAL HOME

N
Der Erirnd\ .
" Psychologists tell us that grief should not be suppressed, but
should be expressed aloud. Giving vent to grief is in itself healing,
N “The tendeney to hurrs through a funeral with a fes impersonal -

sentences and prayers is a failure to understand either lts purpose
or the real needs of those who mourn." says Rev. Dr. Paul E. John-
son. In short, the only remedy for grief is to grieve.
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OF LIVONIA .
- Brings Back the
- ‘GOOD OLD DAYS

..Come back with us to the nosmlgic good old days
\every Monday

® It's 423 Skidoo " beticeen 5 p.ri. and 7 p.m. when we serve
cocktails at GOOD OLD DAYS PRICES
® AND HERE'S THE BEST PART — Lonkm this menu (u"hlch we
- found in our attfc and decided to use.

. 5
o T

DINNERS INCLUDE: £ Critp Green Salad served wilh yois_choice of
Dresing and a Loa of Hot, Freshly-baked Bicad and Butter, Baked Potato with

Sa\uC ream,

.. ENT REE S M
STEAK BITS. 4.95
Toxder & Tasy sk Ery Sovvsd wots A Tongy Srecs
NEW YORK STRIP STEAK ......ccovverernnnrens 4.95 |
STEER FILET MIGNON '

Terder Fully Aged Fiiet secved wutk M

S
" ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF.........oooiviiinns
" LAMB CHOPS .

Served with Mist Jelly & Ru Pulat
LOBSTER TAIL .
' BROILED WHITE FISH

,wﬁou ENGLISH DOVER SOLE .
Alzas,

vs&:r SHELL

e rpvcily Suatesd 10

the office
PRANCE
ke Road,
u analyze

date. Insurance specialists at]
of BERGSTROM INS
-] AGENCY, 29700 Qrchard Li
Farmington Hills, can help y:
your insurance needs. As spacialists in
personal protection; we handl¢ all forms
of insurance including personal life, au-
tomobile, fomeowyners, edgcational
plans and mortgage redemption plans.
Our liberal financing gllows you to.pay
one monthly premium for all policies. L.
For more information cdll us at
626-4400. ! ,
INSURANCE FACT: The
must have an insurable intel
life of the mmred

feneficiary
est m the

iz
SANEA, TEA, MILE :.... .50

Unpe ’5

OF LIVONIA
30325 West Six Mile Rd.

(betwoen Middlebelt & Merriman)
261-3600 == N
LIVONIA
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