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editorial opinion

Open discussion is vital

The Farmington School Board recently felt com-
pelled to hold a private meeting to discuss the pos-
sibility of requesting another millage election.
The decision is too important to the community
and thousands of individual students to be dis-
cussed privately. .

The timing of the election and the amount of
millage to be requested bear heavily on_the
chances for passage. Although the school board
must make the final decision, it may be alien-
ating its best supporters by holding discussions

/privalel_\'.

ALL FACTORS relating to the millage request
should be made clear to the community. If there
are political reasons for a certain parkaging of
millage. or for timing of the request. they should
be stated frankly. -

For the quality of life

Drayton Plains Nature Center taces a
severe financial  eris Located four
miles north of Pontiac. the center at-
tracts young and old from the entire coun-
ty ‘

Directors of the center are hoping
Oakland County residents will’ donate
$50.000 to enable the Nature Center to con-
tinue operation. If the funds cannot be
ratsed the 137-acre center may be forced
to close in the next six months.

* UNLESS DONATIONS increase much
of the center will be returned to the state
and subject to resale for development.

We hear much these days from citi-

The board may be accused of manipulating the
election in hopes of wining passage of the prgper-
ty tax. but after all the board's business is gugran-
teeing the best possible education for Farmington-
area students. If that requires taxes, the bpard
should nol be bashful in asking for them|

After all. it is the children of the 'community
whose interests will suffer, rather than the sqhool
board’s, Telling voters that the future of their chil-
dren is the issue at stake is the best way to im-
press upon them the seriousness of the matter.

P
THE FARMINGTON School Boarq, over|
.past years, has fostered open icatior]

the
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Do you remember

The sixth grade is n
an era in one's life
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boys and are showing th
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much that they spénd h
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It is a time when bo;
first time. finds out that
ent and attractive.

PART OF THE ritual
room dancing class. The n
cause it ines the ser]

tween the district and residents. It damages| the
progress made in uniting the community behind
the school system when decisions are discugsed
privately by the board as a whole. It smacks of
paternalism.
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zens who voice concern about the qual
of life. about the environment.and e
logy. - ! ’
A donation to the Drayton Plains
ture Center would represent a highly v|
ible and. effective step to help preserye
and enrich our quality of life.
AND, WE,DO not have to knock down
the door of some state or federal agenqy.
This is something that can be done by
residents, themselves.
Here stands a .real challenge. Dray-
ton Plains Nature Center needs|your sup-
port. Put your money where it
100 per cent. The center is loca
Denby Drive. Drayton Plains
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_rom our readers___-
Commu{nity needs arts program -

crafts and preserving historic land-  Michigan Och_a Theater.

f the Arts

[was sorry 1o read that Farmington
Hills has denicd Tinancial support, to
the Farmingion Arts. Council.

Any’community needs a recognized
arts program. one that will encourage
artistic endeavor. that takes a broad
view so that no area is neglected and
none receives undue emphasis. A
1ood arts council, which vou are fortu-
nate enough to have. encourages and
sdpports promising painters. archi-
tétts. sculptors. musicians, writers.
dancers. and is concerned with handi-

An arts council inform:
the citizens of a cit
that is being done 4

. areas

In Livonia we do not have an arts

council so Mayor MeNamara found it

necessary 1o create an arts commis-
ston. The city council has recently v
derwritten. .to the extent of $2.000,
performance of “The Barber of Se-
ville” which will be presénted in
March at Churchill High School by the
Oakway Symphony Orchestra and the
-

The people who live in| Farmington

tpm the finest  Hills Have shown their great interdst
here in these  in music by their participation in the
Oakway Symphony as rusicians fin

the orchestra. or as active, supporting

Jmembers”of the symphony societ
It appears that residents of Far
ington Hills have moie interest in t

to find. To many. art is not a hobby]

it'is a way of life,
NELDA BIBL!

Oct. 29 Livor

arts than one would ordinarily expg

Eﬂarn‘tjngtnn
Ohsperuerlc: Lrrentric

DIVISION OF SUBURBAN COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

HENRY M. HOGAN. JR., Co-Publither
PHILIP H. POWER, Co-PanilAn
. !

R.T. THOMPSON, Executice Editor
MICHAEL R. MARCELLINO, £ditor,
Oakland County Nex gapers
WYLIE GERDES. deting onagdeg Editor

ARTHUR SHAFER, Marketing Digector
.
‘ Memder of
MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION
SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS OF AMERICA
NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

h ¢ ‘have taken up residence here
will coupt :

ed at 21p5 "

© cinity of Seaholm high srhool.

: cggs. Appeals to the police

upon lt}er c-

the age into small, dell

It is a tirhe when bo;
“stand face to face with ¢
touch each other. The tou
since the girls are toweri

It is a time when thi
blue- jeans for dresses a
boys start combing their|
faces.

] N - N :
leS ( ‘4 Sixth grade--an era of change
. E .

he sixth grade?
t a class in school, but

en girls are taller than
e first signs of wonran-

hen boys hate girls so
urs talking to them on
be caught dead talking
porridors.

meets girl and. for the
he opposite sex is differ-

of sixth grade is a ball-
rason it stands out is be-
sitivity and absurdity of
cate moments.

and girls are forced to
e opposite sex and even
ching is a little difficult.
g over the little guys.

p little girls trade their
d white gloves and the
hair and washing their

-

IT IS A TIME of giggling to conceal self con-
sciousness.

It is a time when a little boy drops a frog
down the back of a girl's dress to get her atten-
tion. rather than telling her that he likes her.

The curse of the sixth grade ballroom dancing
class is that some people never learn how to
dance because of self consciousness. Yel. mavbe
the dancing class is meant only to serve as a tran-
sition in life into future boy - gir! relationships.

THE SIXTH GRADE also is a time when the
little boy is king. He is discovering that his mus-
cles work and he can become an athlete

He finds he is a leader of the gmaller kids in
his school. yet is not quite expec?ed to exercisc
the responsibilities of leadership.

On the other hand. it is the age where the
little boy finds out that the little girl is smarter
than-he is.

The problem with the sixth grade is that it
lasts only a year and all those wonderful new ex-
periences are soon forgotten when the voungster
changes schools and has §o start ‘at the bottom of
the ladder in seventh grade.
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Qbservation

[Point

by PHILIP 1. POW|

ER

In these days of gloomn and doom. it's a real

pleasure to be able to d
things that are going

vote a column to some
ell -

That's just what's h3ppening in the suburbs
with respect to preserving the irreplacable land-

marks of our history.
For years. as subdiv)

sion developments gob-

bled up farm land and a5, villages razed ancient

buildings in the rush to ci

yhood. suburban growth

has steadly eliminated mpst traces of the past.

Only recently. with g

rojects such as the Old

Village in Plymoutl, havp suburban communities

come to realize that the
the past could be turned
ically pleasing purposes|

buildings and houses of
o productive and esthet-
in the present.

Last week saw two npws stories that indicate

that progress is acceleq

ating.

IN FARMINGTON, the site of some of the fin-

est historical buildings il
steps have started to plac
trict Jn the National R

this part of the state.
e the.city's historic dis-
gistry

Included are 21 propgrties right in the center

Some things are going well

of the city. which constituted the ‘crossroads of
three of the most importat Indian trails in south-
eastern Michigan. The Orchard Lake Trail. prob-

ably used by Chief Ponti
Farmington Road: Shiaw3

c. followed north along
ssee Road now followed

the trail of the same name: and the Grand River

Trail follows what is now
ing to Paul Schreiber. a

[Freedom Road. Accord-
ished local histo-

rian. a maple tree which
days is still standing at
years.

DESIGNATION as a
possible through the enact
tional Historic Preservat
states to designate landmg

vas a landmark in those
the age of around 250

istoric district is made
ment in 1966 of the Na-
fon Act. *which allows
rks and got the federat

The federal government has setyaside $436.000
for historic preservation in Michigafi. which will
be used on a matching basis: to :help property
owners preserve their sites.

In addition, the law provides légal protection
for designated sites, so they may not be torn
down or defaced by later development.

The Farmington Historical Society and®the
city fathers have taken real leadership on this
project. and- deserve a big vote of thanks

$0. TOO does the City of Livbnia, which is in
the middie of negotiating to acquire the 150-acre
Hill Farm. located on the south side of Eight Mile
Road just e4st of Haggerty R

It’s a big. white. classical farmhouse. built in
1841, surrounded by a dairy- barn..a hay barn
sheds and other appurtenances of farm life of the
19th century. >

» The city wants to buy the farm - and to run it
as a farm - as a monurent to the agchitecture of
the past and as a living memory of the cite's
farming history.

Only two working farms are left in Livonia
today. and the city fathers have the idea that a
professional manager could make the-and produc-
tive enough to get the project to a self-sustaining
level. Visions of hayrides and cider festivals are
dancing in the city fathers’ heads. and the adults
and children of a now-urbanized city will be able
Yo get a priceless look at théir past'if the project
goes through.

Progress in preserving and revitalizing histori-
cal sites aren't unique to Farmington and Li-
vonia, but these two communities deserve special
mention for lheiLoulS(andmg progress in recent
weeks.

government involved ‘n pfeservation at the com-

munity level.

the suburbs.

Here's hoping there's more of it throughout

From our readers .

Young hoodlums?

To the Editor:

In so many ways[Birminghdm is an
enlightened cdmmunity  whith does
well by citizens fortunate erough to
But the
presence of young hoods in tHe neigh-
borhood of local high and ju
schools ‘shiould cause deep co
all_of us N

Early in «he cheerleading s
became dangerous o drive- i

cern to

ason. it
the vi-
Freshly
washed and even brand ngw cars
were pelted with hard apgles and
ere use.
less because the mobsters fldd when-
ever a dome light appeared.

Now as we approach the fop lime

* for the young hoodlums. Hailoween.

one gracious lady. a senior ditizen of
not especially robust huild and with a
history of medical disability. |is being
held virtually a prisoner in hgr home
at all hours after sunset

RESPONSIBLE FOR THIY

. blot on Birmingham's reputation as a

. and the parents have beer

. Nogged for failing to study

" other.”

* aren't the schools. for whicl
* fantastic taxes. insisting o
- homework to keep the youl

< why are cases of vandalism

decent city are the parents pi these
voung hoodlums. who should: know
where their children are aft¢r night-
fall and should assume respdnsibility
for full and severe discipltind But in

* this Dr. Spockian age permissiveness

seems to be the order of the
schools wash their hands of
any responsibility for their

ay. The

taking
tudents.

brain-
il they
and de-
brutal.
id when

washed into thinking that
strike firmly for law. order
cency they will be labeled

What was it Dr. Johnson s
he heard that students were 1]

tor high |

serious *

arson n the high schools lefl unre
ported in the papers?

Crime is crime. no matter what the
-age of the criminal. and betler to
move swiftly white the child is still in
the correctable stage than to wait
until he has to be tried for his acts as-
an adult. \

Carl G. Wonnberger

Birmingham

Oct. B

i

Elitist comment?

To the Editor:

Your editorial (and  Publisher
Hogan's columnist commentary) on
Proposal C appearing in the Oct. 24
Observer & Eccentric.is absolutely in-
credible. 1 know that those of us liv-
ing in the northern suburbs are sup-

to be economic conservatives.
at least by reputation, but this is ridic-
ule

ous.

The editorial notes two “‘problems”
with electoral _repeal of the food and
drug sales tax:

D). “Both itutional pi

campaign contributions? Why isn't
the constitutign, in fact. the perfectly
appropriate situs for reflection of the
predominant public sentiment?

Your second point, on its face. ap-
pears to have more. meril. Certainly
piecemeal tax provisions in the con-
stitution are arguably undesirable in
the sense that they are “'special legis-
lation™ in what purports to be a “'gen-
eral” document. However, the legisla-
ture, you will recall, has been repeat-
edly and persistently prodded in the
past to make such reforms as you al-
lude to in your editorial. It has not re-
acted in the slightest. What better
way, or what way more In fitting with
our constitutional schemk of govern-
ment, is there, given attempted re-
course to the Iegislalu[e, to accom-
plish a reform whichs though sup-
ported by a majority of the popu-
lation, has nol been translated into
statutory reality? c

’

PUBLISHER  HOGAN'S  com-
mentary on “ability to pay” is out of
the middle ages and merits no extend-
ed criticism. Suffice it to say. that his
column on point was not only naive
an

and simple responsiveness to the will
of the electorate argue that tax deci-
sions should be left in the hands of the
legislature.”

2) It is a piecemeal approach to an
overall problem which ought best be
treated as a whole.” s

YOUR FIRST POINT, besides being
grammatically incomprehensible, is il-
logical. Why should legislators, rather
than the people tHemselves, make sub-
stantial tax policy decisions? Wasn't
it legislators who gave us such land-

they gain at one end. they lot at he\ mark tax policies as the oil depletion

Sincersome of this sadistic
occurs at nights on school dj

onsense
¥s, why
we pay
enough
g hood-
s? And
nd even

lums at home at their des

allowance, etc.?

Is the legislature any greater a
sounding-bdard of the popular will
thgn the palls. the latter at least being

a venue where absolutely equal
aceess to the mechanisms of decision-
making is guaranteed regardless of
the extent of one’s influence or prior

but it reflects as well
an apparent class bias so deeply in-
.grained in Mr. Hogan's personality as
not to be worth the effort or trauma
o expunge. I'll leave that to his ana-
lyst.

Proposal C is a sound proposal tak-
ing a first step in the direction of a
completely progressive tax struc-
ture—the end result being that every®
one’s wallet or pocketbook will be af-
fected equally, the poor and dis-
‘advantaged especially being spared
the unequal effects of inflation. and
not insignificantly, the economic roots
of hunger, malnutrition. and sickness.
1 strongly urge a y
C and I believe yot have done a se-
‘vere disservice to the public interest
with your elitist editorial and com-

ment. . -
John M. Burkoff
Birminghiam
Oct. 2. 1974 .

vote'on Proposal



