+ Divorce attorneys t:

By JOAN WEAVER
¢

Members of the Southfield-Lath-
rup chapter of Parents Without Part-
ners, an organization deveted to the
interests of single parents and their
children, met recently at the South-
field Civic Center to listen to their
guest speakers talk about new devel- -
opments in no-fault divorce.
< Guest speakers Norman Robbins of
Southfield and Paulette LeBost of
Troy are both attorneys practicing in
the fidld of divorce.

Robbins is.chairman of the State
Bar Association and the State Board
of Marriage Counselors.

Ms. LeBost is secretary of the
Michigan Civil Rights Commission,

“The way the law used to read,”
Robbins said, “made the parties re-
member all the mean, despicable
things that each had done things
that were better off forgotten

“We wanted to get divorce out of
the combat arena, to soften the com-
bat, make it more palatable.”

Robbins says no-fault divorce has
accomplished this goal.

Ms. LeBost contends no-fault di-
vorce allows a persor’to get out easily
and that sometines it has a “funny
effect”.

“Some people feel vietimized, want
to speak publicly in court and it thdr)
are not allowed to, they end up feél-
ing like nobody cares. Then the tur-
moil lays seething unless they see a
counselor.”

MICHIGAN’S NO-FAULT di-
vorce law was copied from lowa, Rob-
. binsq s;id, and became effective Jan.
1, 197:

It states that the only, ground fer
divorce is a breakdown in the mar-
riage relationship where the objeets

matrimony are destroyed, leaving

) reasonable likelihood of reconcila-

“In other words, " Robhins ex-
plamed “the marriage is dead.

“If there is a spark of life, every-
-thing is tried to save the marriage.
There are 400 state certified mar-
riage counselors, all busy, and of the
total number of divorce cases filed, 50
percent are dropped.

“Under no-fault, the divorce rate
(one out of every 21 marriages con-
tracted today) has not increased and
may have decreased slightly.”

The only way to contest a no-fault
- divoree, he thinks is to prove that the
marriage is not dead and that thereis
a reasonable likelihood of reconcilia-

s not easy to do. If one of the
parties will not live with the other
party, there is no way to make some-
one who daesnt want to be mamcd
be married,” he said.

Two recent innovations command-
ing interest are divorce insurarice and
pre-nuptial agreements.

THE NOTION of divorce| insur-
ance began in New York and ‘o far
it has not received favorable attention

( from the New York legislature,” Rob-

bins said. “The insurance would pay
the expenses of divorce, atimony and
support in the event oi a divoree. If
there is no ‘divorce, the money accu-
mulates and can be converted to re-
tirement benefits or used for the chil-
dren'’s education.”

Robbins said the insurance is not

i
|
yet ‘avallable, but Ms..LeBost said:
“Insurance companies can write poli-
cies|with these provisions, though it
would be expenswe and they Would
havésa  tough time setting prem)ums
she said.
P&-e-nuptxal agreements started
| beciuse people wanted to do things a
little differently the second tiime ar-

ound.

“They just set down in writing
some of the basic things to get a good
ideq of what they want from a mar-
riage

"l'hmgs like the amount of support
each must pay, how many children
thdy want and who will take care of

hém, whether or not the wife will
‘wdrk and who's going to pay for
what.
You don’t need an attorney to do
this because it's not enforceable in
cofirt,” Ms. Le Bost explained.
obbins said a legal pre-puptial
‘agreement can be arranged with re-
spect to the distribution cf prqperty
ard assets of each person in the event
of death but not in the event of
divorce.
Many questions that have emerged
cause of the no-fault divorce law
rgmain unanswered, untested and
pe ndmg in the courts.
“We're operating under brand new
iqws,” Robbins said, “like the

t.
“The court ruled that fault is defi-"
njtely a factor when you talk about
erty, custody, alimony, support
JJvmtahun — but fault isnota
fhctor in the divorce itself, ’I‘he court
must grant a divorce.”
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f IN ANOTHER case concerning
support, Robbins said the law states
support shall only be'given to minors
and that ‘support for an ls-year-old
ceases at age 18.

“The Mlchxgan Supreme Gourt
ruled that it's okay to order support
for an 18-year-old who is still in high
school or where there are unusual cir-
cumstances. The appellate court said
that the Michigan Supreme Court
was wrung and the decision is still”
pendlng. Robbms explained.

t state’s no fault

Ms. LeBost and Robbins also re-
sponded to questions from the mem-
bers on support, custody, alimony
%nd dating.

Ms. LeBost said either party can be
required to make support payments;

it depends on the finances and needs

of the people involved.

__“If a party leaves the state, the Un- :
iform Reciprocal Support Act pro- :
vides cooperation between the states.

Many ‘states will enforce it and for-
ws;d the support to Mlchlgan, she
sai
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When we'say “Sale” we

mean exactly that! And

here are two great perms
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for the holidays ahead.’
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Applications for CEW
are available now at the
must be returned by Jan; 20. Wmnem
will be announced in Aptil. |
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come join us Thursday, November 14, from 6: 00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M,
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Jacobson’s

for an evening of inspirations in home

entertaining and decarating for the halidays. - ‘

Feelfree.to browse, observe and ask, as knowledgeable
representatives demonstrate and discuss the following

« cooking with SEB of France

1
. . ‘
« serving canapés with Fraser stainless steel flatware 4

« serving punch with timeless Waterford crystal

« making yogurt with Salton

« quality Copco enameled cookware

* Chemex and the brewing of coffee

» the beauty of Royal Holland Pewter

+ Colonial of Zeetand grandfather clocks

« Special collection of Bonsai trees

« Sony radios and portable televisions

« holiday tablecloths coordinated for your festive needs

« hostess dresses and cover-ups fashioned from designer
*bed linens .

« Wok. .

.art of Chinese cooking

« consult an expert on Backgammon

In addition; there wilt be two exquisite collections on dismlay.
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the cage as three-dimensional art. .|.
Hobe open-work designs of goldtoned
wire, woven with delicacy and intricacy.
Select from necklaces with pendants,|
.necklaces with lockets,

.many

as shown. .
bracelets, rings and earrings. .
having pearlized beads or polished
stones. The collection, $6 to 37.60

*Le Dernier Cri”
We invite you to see the Hobe' ““last word"
collectionkq,bc’osmmeieweiry. . .elegant
accessories recently previewed in Paris,
and presented here by Mr. Miles Mazer or.
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