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There are many species of cala-
dium. Caladium bicolor is a native of
Trinidad. Brazil and Guiana. Its firm
leaves. shaped like an arrowhead. are ~
green with red veins and scattered
white spots

Caladiums grow profusely during
the spring and summer and are dor.
mant during the winter. Some varie-
ties have red. pink or variegated
leaves.

For ideal growth of all calladiums.

CALADIUM BICOLOR
\

Michigan State University horticultur-

ists suggest:

SOIL should be rich in humus, peat
moss, sphagnumy moss or shredded fir
bark. If drainage is a problem add
broken brick, charcoal, granite chips.
perhm or coarse sand to the soil mix-
ture.

WATER—Keep the soil evenly
moist but not constantly wet. Allow it
to become slightly dry between water-
ings. During the winter. when it is not

-actively growing. it may need less

water.

TEMPERATURES should range
from 60 to 65 degrees F at night and
80 degrees F during the day. The cala-
dium will withstand:low temperatures
found in most homes this winter with
thermostats tumed down. During the
summer. place the plants outdoars for
a period of time lo get fresh air.

LIGHT—Indirect ‘or diffused sun-
light will provide the light needed for
healthy growth. Keep out of direct sun-
light. pre(erabl\ near an east windosw
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Many gardeners raised their own
cabbage, but not many are aware
they can make a chpcolate sauerkraut
cake that's out of| this world.

Early and late jcabbage can be
used. as can the OF green types.
eaves, and the
core (use the graled. core for soups,
stews or salads). | Shred the solid
heads into thin slices] Pack it prompt-
lyin a clean jar or cfock. using alter-
_nate layers of catibage: and salt.

Use one_pound of: salt to 40 pounds
of cabbage or % I of salt for 20

pounds of cabbage, |You can make
layels about % inch t| with sprinkl-
ings of salt over one. If any salt
remains, sprinkle lt‘m the top. Try to
portion out the cabhqge 50 you do not

Tun out of salt for lhe top layers. In
any case, do not addextra salt as the
brine will be too salty.

THE CABBAGE should be covered
with a clean, round board that just
fits inside the crock{ It’s a good idea
to put a piece of cheesecloth over the
cabbage before adding the board to
keep pieces of cabbage from floating
up with the’brine. telghl the board
down with a clean, washed rock. Do
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not use a pitch pine board as| n. will
cause off flavor.
After fermentation i conplele‘

skim off any scum that
kraut is to be kept in a
probably no seal is need
warm place, the kraut cg
by pouring melted paraft
top.

Some people prefer se
regular table salt can bé
can add a few caraway
or celery, to give the krg
esting favor.

NOW, FOR THE chocol
raut cake recipe. If you!

late
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~
plus others send me a self-addressed,
stamped envelope and ask for a copy
of our booklet “34 Selected Recipes
for Using Sauerkraut.”

GREEN THUMB CLINIC: “We
have a wax or parlor plant and can-
not get the thing to bloom. What is
the secret?”

Answer: The hoyas or ‘“parlor”
plants are real gems, but often very
disappointing when it comes ' to
blooms. Hoya camesa, the popular
wax plant has fragrant, pinkish white
flowers, with a star shaped crown. H.
carnosa variegata has leaves bor-
dered in white and pinktinged.

Most hoyas like a light or semi-
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our own sauerkraut

sunny window, a soil mixture of sand,
peat and loam. Water heavily and not
again until the top surface has dried
out. Gardeners who have had success
with hoya will ‘tell you this drying out
is needed for the development of good
root system. Start new plants by leaf
cultings in water or moist sand.

(UMB CLINIC: “"We
geraniums and want to
start new ones.iCan they be started in
plain tap water or should we use
something specxal7

ANSWER: Many use plain water
for rooting the ivy geranium. Moist
sand. and pertite ‘are also used. Place
a plastic sheet! over the rooting cut-
tings to keep t‘\cm humid and to has-
ten rooting. 1 ]

GREEN THUMB CLINIC:

want to grow‘
husk tomato. A‘re they difficult?”

ANSWER: No. start the seed 1many
seed houses sl it) now, in pots and
when warm weather comes et them
out. They'll fruit the first year and
give you enough for all the pies, jams
and topping you can eat. Everyone
should grow some husk tomatoes.
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