. FARMINGTON—The board of educa-
tion will hold an open study session at 8
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 26, to discuss millage

heeds.

‘Shortage of funds has beerni a constant
topic at school board meetings since the

two recent millage failures.

Belt-tightening is evident in many
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why previous millages' have failed.
'I‘hg meeting which will be held in the
board office at 32500 Shiawassee, will be

public.
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Cloverdale

meets née(ﬁ's
of impairec

By JUDY OWEN

fnitially, Cloverdale School appears
to be a typical building.

A bulletin board near the lobby fea-
tures huge Peanuts cartoon charac-
ters awaiting the great pumpkin

There's lots of the usual playground
equiprment outside.

But a walk down the halls of Clover-
dale, at 33000 Freedom Road in Farm-
ington. reveals that the school is not
at all ordinary.

Several of thesrooms are equipped
with cribs, all have specially designed
chairs fitted with headrests and seat
belts. There is<even a room that're-
sembles a small apartment.

A visitor may pass the school's full-
time nurse pushing a cart to dispense
medication.

And at noon. the school's cafeteria
is open for business with hot food. a
service no longer provided in other
elementary schools in the district.

ACTUALLY CALLED Cloverdale
Development Center, the school is one
of five in the Oakland Intermediate
School District that is. designed to
meet the needs of severely mentally
impaired persons who range in age
from one to 25.

Cloverdale serves childrea in 10 sur-
rounding districts.

It also provides trainable rooms for
districth that do not have these facil-
ities.

For more pictures.

turn to l'ag\c 3A

On the school’s staff are four teach-
ers certified in the area of mental re-
tardation, an occupationat therapist, a
physical therapist. speech therapist,
psychologist, social worker and three
program aides as well as a number of
teacher aides. N

Heading the school's program is
Fred Parker.

Graham Lewis, director of special
education for Farmington, said that
the school serves the young persons
saven hours a day. .

He explained that the school's goals
are somewhat different from those
found in most schools.

“PEOPLE TEND to look at individ-
uals in terms of only productive
worth. Actually there is no prodiretion
Here in terms of society but that’s not
the goal.

“Some of the students” can gain
some independence through the shel-

* tered workshops and perhaps could’
eam some money for more independ-
ence.” he said. |
-.Some of the older students, whom
hé calls “clients” may. participate in
the New Horizons program which’ is
“part and parcel of the program here
although it is a private corporation,”

he_saX :
.~The older students have several op-
tions open to them. They can remain
at the development center. participate
in New Horizons or attend the Oak-
land Training Institute operated by
the intermediate schoql district.
At present, the youngest student at
the center is 1l months old.
Youngsters up to three are at the
* center two mornings a week.

. Preschoolers, three- and four-years-

old. attend the school all day five
days a week. In the pre-school room
selfcare, toilet training and feeding is

stressed. .
#At the pre-schoo) level, the pro-
ram must involve the parents,”

Lewis said. “We instruct the parents

i what they can do in the homes ahd

also make home visitations."

P !

He said often the parenls‘ will get to-
ether with one another. |Once they
find out that they are notialone with
their problems, they can fhelp solve
some of them, I

“WE GET the parents| to where
they can disciss,” he said. “"Once
they can recognize the problems. they
can begin to deal with thém and get
on o raising -the child.”

Youngsters learn to develop gross
motor coordination used for example.
in walking and running. through work
with the .physical therapist.

Lewis said it is not uncommon to
see the therapist ¢rawling down the
hall ‘beside the youngster,

One teen-aged child has
walk since attending the

“It's that one-to-one invi
Parker added. “"The payoll
vious.”

An occupational therapist concen
trates on developing the fine motor
skills in the students to edable them
to write and manipulate jbuttons, a
simple task for many persons that
can be most difficult for an impaired
child. :

Again the work is on a

is.

. The schoo! utilizes the platoon sys-
tem which is currently aLpilol pro-
gram at both the Farmington and Wa-
terford centers.

The system groups the
in four groups according
The students move to diff
rooms for different parts
riculum.

" Parker said. that this
youngsters learn to relate
adults.

center.
plvement.”
is so ob-

individual

iyoungsters
to ability.
rent class-
f the cur-

he“lps the
o different

isons to the
he 73 stu-
daily, the
at a five-

The teachers gear the le:
various ability-levels. Of
dents who attend the schoo)
highest functioning child i
year-old level.’

' THE SCHOOL has been able to
draw on other -groups for |aid in the
I .

classes.
. North Farmington High School has
a cadet teaching program which in-
volves - students. enrolled in the high
school's psychology class, _

‘These high school students spend an
hour and a half a day fur days a
week at the developmental center.

Parker said that this giyes them a
taste of the field of special education
both for the college bound student and
‘the persons who seeks tfaining for-
-work in a facility such as|a day-care
cel

»; Training of the students |enrolled at
the: center isn't the dhiy education
that takes .place at the school.
Members of the staff must contin-
ually be trained in new techniques for
working with the youngsters.

. TO FACILY
tually closi

ATE this without ac-
up shop fof a day, a
‘team fromi colleges of education
‘at Michigan State and Eajtern Mich-
igan universities came to the center
to condoct an in-service |day.

“The most effective leajning takes
place when the learner gets the
K to practice something that
‘he’s just seen demonstrated,” Don
Burke, one of the team| members,
said. “He has a chance }o practice
under the supervision of sameone who
knows how to do it.”

The team used youngsfers at the
center for the training.

Burke said that many in-gervice pro-
grams are lecture situations. Often
teachers will hear of new|techniques
at these sessions but will be unsure of
al to go about! instituting
them. )

The in~the-school inservice program
is aimed at solving lhisiprob]ern.

5\

learned to -

Clover,

dale Development Center can turn s

dness into smiles. (Photographed by Gary Friedman)

Lions

are looki
as they seek to

By SUSAN AVERILL son be truly needy. and not gble tof
. > ek n

More “and more often thése days. "fnd the task for himself
hands extended in hope of jhelp and Anyone needing assistance njust g
charity are being slapped ajvay with  through a local Lion or the Mdtropol
the admonition. “Listen. |t's hard jtan Council of Lions Clubs, which wil
enough to make ends.mee} without  refer the case to the nearest Lipns or.
giving any of it away.” ganization.

It's understandable. A club receiving an applicatjon fo
_Economlc.:ally speaking. hese are . will rdsearch
times of trials and tri jons. Not  (he circumstances of, the case| If ap-
many people are willing to gd out lock-  proved it becomes a Lions project.
ing for troqble. 3
__But there is one group which is ol . ONE BLIND man|and his pearly]
only seeking trouble. but:downright  plind wife were visited'by a Westown
asking for it. i Lion, who had come to bring thém gro]

They're the Westown Lions. and cerjes.
they ant to keow whal they can d0 " The ite timidly requested ah over.

Lions Clubs in general| ire com- .“’alh[‘?r herh\lxsbal?d.ishould the Liong
mitted to helping the needy|, and are in their travels ever|come acfoss anf

particularly well known for their work
with the blind.

“WE STARTED wuhiu;‘ ith them
when Helen Keller came to fthe presi:
dent of Lions, and asked jus to be
knights of the blind."[ id Don
Schrmaltz, Westown- Lion dnd treas-
urer of the statg-level or i

In this capacity, the Lions|are now
sponsoring glaucoma cliftics, eye
banks, ey ions.fand pro-
vide nearly $500.000 of th| $700.000

budget “for Rochester's Léader Dog
for the Blind school.
However, Westown Liaj
their focus is somewhat u
the typical Liong club.
“We'll help anybody,
anything that's necessary.”|

figure
psual for

do
aid Lion

Ralph J. Klebba, past pregident and"

present zone chairman.

The one stipulation is that/the per-

Waldron Park

FARMINGTON HILLS—Tle recent-
ly reactiviated Parks Commiission will
hold a meeting Tuesday to glscuss the
development of Waldron Bhark

The park is to be located|on a 3.6

acre parcel at the southwest|corner of.

Waldron and Independence,

Plans for development of the site

were begun in 1971 when the township *

received a: state grant
money on a matching fudds basis.
The state contributed 80 percent of
the cost, while the city prqvided the
remaining 20 percent.
The site in Section 36 in

¥

iproviding

the south-

‘the groceries or pay the bills.

old. discarded one nobody wanted.
‘His wife didn't know what ize he
wore; so the Lion asked him tq try or|
the new coat hehad just purchpsed.
“It's perfect, just:the righ{ size."
said the man. i
“Keep it." said the Lion.
*If a family needs help. we

"1l buy]
In one|
ent on|

case, we paid part of the pay:
said)

a _house one man/ owned,]
Schmaltz.

To Michigan's credit, Detrg
Lions Clubs were the first to
‘the adoption of the white cane

This ordinance, accepted by
the states and sevex:al foreigy
Aries, states that upon sighting]
son with a white cane standil
curb, a motorist should proce

it-area
uggest
faw.

most ol
coun
a per;
g at d
d wit

aution. .
Should that person step off the curl

east corner of the city was seldcted bg-
cause that area had been deficient ||
park and pl d space, i
to George Majoros, city madnager.

After the land was acquired, land-
scape architect drew up prelimil
plans. A number of structure$ on' tht
property were removed. Uml thi
summer, the property was unused|

1t was periodically the subject d
complaints of area . residerjts tha
youths were causing problems in thp

The city reacted by posting regy-
lations, restricting cars and setting a
few.

$

.

into the street. the car must stop in
deference to him.

Through leader dogs. Lions Clubs
broke the ice in Spain and have be-
come the only service club in the
world to be allowed in that country.

NEW CLUBS have been formed in
all sections of the globe with Japan
leading the pack.

“There is now a leader dog statue
in Tokyo, because of their great contri-
bution to that ‘project.” Schmaltz said

Each Lions Club is an' autonomous.
non-profit  organization of business-
men and professional people. .

Wives are,integral to the success of
the club, although they cannot belong
to it directly.

“The projects involve wives to a
very great degree, they're pretty ac-
tively involved,” said Schmaitz. **But
if we would allow other women to join
it. it might become a problem. The
clubs would begin to fall apart. Be-
sides, our wives wouldn't like it.”

“We may make it a husband-wife or-
.ganization if |it's forced upon us.”

Children may become directly in-
volved with 'Lion projects through
Leos Clubs. Léos are sponsored by the
parent Lions Club, and may be girls
or boys from M to 21.

- The 30-year-old Westown Ljons Club
boasts 56 members and is one of the
largest Lions Clubs in Michigan. Mem-
bers come from cities as far away as
Brighton and Union, N.J.

Other members live in Birming-
ham. Farmington, Southfield, Farm-
ington Hills. Detroit, Lathrup Village.
Bloomfield Hills and Milford.

iscussed

1t also enlisted the aid of the youths
in_launching a major clean-up cam-
paign in the park.

At Tuesday's meeting, set for 8
p.m. in the city council chambers, the
commission will be seeking resi-

dent input and reaction to the plan as
well as possible rules and regulations.

Proposed for the park are tennis
courts, a skating area, children’s play-
ground and basketball courts.

Majoros said that the site would
probably serve as a site for summer
playground activities.

3

ng for trouble
help needy

“PART OF the value of Lions is
the social aspect. It's major in-
gredient is bringing us together to
work for a common effort that has
nothing to do with our own economic
conditions, " said Jon Marshall. Farm-
ington resident

Unfortunately, more people know us
for our fund raising work than for the
services we do.” he said.

Schmaltz concurred.

“We raise ballvhoo when we need
money for our projects. but we don't
raise ballyhoo when we help some-
body.” he said.

Some of their well-known fund rai-
sers are their wild game dinners.
candy-filled_Christmas canes. white
cane'sales, fruit cake sales. and base-
ball’ and Christmas parties.

All money raised through these
events goes into project funds. Club
management expenses are paid solely
through membership dues. which total
$50 yearly.

To become a Lion, one must be in-
vited to three of the Club’s luncheons.

“WHEN I first went.] was really im-
pressed,” Marshall said. “You'd be
surprised how much fun and arguing
there is. but when a project comes
up. it gets done. We really enjoy our-
selves.” ;

Unexpected bonuses often.occur far
individual Lions. ‘

“Sometimes you can get business.
when you're out dealing with these
people. " said Klebba, who works for
an_inswrance company.

The:Westown Lions are looking for
new blood to infuse into club member-

ship.

“We're trying to get youth in-
volved.” said MarshaH. “Only five of
us in the organization are in our 30s.”
He estimated the average member’s
age as 50
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