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Chargers must hustle

No more h

orses

for SL cagers

By TOM BAER

‘For the first time in a couple of sea-
ns. Lathrup's basketball team won't
have any “big horses” to carry the
ring and rebounding loads.

Two years ago, it was Bob Malaby
stpring and passing his way to all-
state honors, and leading Lathrup to a
league fitle. Last season. John Gard-
nér and Jim Ballantyne performed
well enaugh to keep Lathrup in the
Mbtro Suburban Association race unm
near lhe end of the season

R.lghl now Lathrup coach Jim Kour-
takis has seven players back from
laét year’s team, which finished 8-13
overall. They're all small but promis-
mﬁe according to Kourtakis.

turnees, all seniors, include Tom
Hért (3-11), John Harding (6-2), Jim
Bacinski (6:2%), Rick Gorosh (6-2).
Ron Silberstein (6-1), Rob Wiencek (5-
9 ard Kenny Wenzel (5-9).

Gary Hawthorne, a 6-2% junior
transfer student, also could help. Tom
O'Rourke. Mark Johnston. Steve Har-
wood and Casey Forward are up from
the reserves, O'Rourke is the biggest
at &1

““We're a little small overall,” Kour-
takis said. “‘But we seem to be a little
better shooting team this year. Hope-
fully, we can put the ball in with a
iittle more consistency. Last year, we
shot less than 40 percent. :You just
don’t win many basketball games
when you shoot that poorly.

“Right now we're banking on that,
Abd we're going to have to do a lot of
hystling and a lot of scrappmg to com-
pensate for lack of size.

Lathrup opens its season.Nov. 26 at

home againg
Kimball. The

begins Dec.

The MSA

this  seasor
Rochester

lost a lot of
So did runne:
The Oaks anq

nonleague Royal Oak
Chargers’ MSA season

. §at Utica Eisenhower.

n.

ace is a question mark

most coaches believe.

Adams, last year's champ,

ids through graduation.
up Royal Oak Dondero.
Bloomfield Hills Lahser

impress Kourtakis.

1 see Laliser and Dondero being
the teams o beat in the conference.”
be said.

What about Lathrup? “We have a
rough road,”| Kourtakis said. “We'll
have to scrap and dive. We can't sit
back on our|hands.”

Bab Herm, ja newcomer. will coach
Lathrup's regerves. He coached re-
serve basketball at Dearborn Heights
Riverside las{ season. Mike Murphy
will coach the Chargers' freshman
squad.

X Lathrup Schedule .
Nov. 25 — KimHall H p.m.
Dec. 3 — Berkldy T 8pm.
Dec. § — Eiseniower T 8pm
Dec. 10 — Femndale T spm
Dec. 13 — Lahsdr T §pm
Dec. 17 — Southfield H 8pm
Dec. 20 — Grovés T 8pm.
Jan. 3 — Dearbbm H 8pm
Jan. 7 — Oak Phrk T 8pm
Jan. 10 — Dondéro H 8pm
Jan, 17 — Adanls H spm
Jan. 24 — Eisenhower H 8pm
Jan. 28 — Seahdlm H fpm
Jan, 31 ~ Lahsdr H spm.
Feb. § — Southfield T 8pm
Feb. 7 — Groved H 8pm
Feb. 11 — Hazel| Park T 8pm
Feb. 14 — Dondéro T ' gpm.
Feb. 18 — Ply. (anton H spm.
Feb. 21 — A T 8pm.
Feb, 24 - March [ District Tournament
Magch 48 Reglonal Tournament

More previews

~on Thursday
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Mercy's giris had trouble with Dominican’s Lynn Chadwick (43) in the Catholic Len‘Tue playoffs

£

|

o R'qurke. John Harding and Rick Gorosh (Photo by Gary Friedman)

Lathrup Lg

rls stop Groves

Mer

sets

By TOM Hl ER

I-armmgton Our Lady of Mercy is
enjoying its best girls’ basketball sea-
son ever, and Judeen| Baftos is one
key to the success.

Mercy beat Detroit Dominican, 63-
53, last week in the of the
Catholic League playoffs, bt not with-
out some clutch baskets [from Miss
Bartos, a 55 senior forward.

Mercy was trailing 4341| going into
the last quarter, but coach Rose Swid-
zinski's ~girls tightened their defense
and started hitting from outside to sal-
vage their 12th victory| of {he season.
Miss Bartus. who took gan i
honors with 20 points, o
comeback by swishing a
which tied the game|at

About a minute later} Me
Harte hit on another long
the winners ahead for good,

by Lynn Chadwick with 18 points, and
Cookie Mankowski with 13 points. Do-
minican dominated the rebounding,
3629, -but Mercy's half-court press
caused numerous enemy turnovers.

1 feel the defense won the game
for us,” Miss Swidizinski said.
were concerned about Mankowski be-
cause she’s big and rough. She's poten-
tially dangerous. and we wanted her
boxed.

“Samie thing with Chadwick. Every-
time she had the ball, we had her
doubled. We were boxing them any-
where around the key area.”

The strategy worked. Miss Chadw-
ich was held to six points in the sec-
ond half. Merey could win the Catho-
lic League crown by beating Ham-
:_ramck St Ladlslaus the other semi-

inal winnet
Mercy Wil play Southfield-Lathup
in the opening round of the Soulhheld

High district on Thursday

side shooting is a Mercy
this season, according|to

fiss Swid-

zinski.

“This is a standard thin
she said. “‘Judeen.is an
shoater from anywhere on|
She’s deadly from 15 to .

Mercy's Mary Pat Hammell, who
came off the bench early in|the-game,
scored 19 points and grabbed 8
rebounds. She replaced
Mary Anne Thompson, who had an un-
nlxgually slaw scoring night |with only

for us,”
excellent

t's one thing about pur team:
we don’t depend too much gn any one
girl," Miss Swidzinski Said. [“Y'm sure
if a team pulled its tallest girl, every-
body would say that it’s all pver. With
our kids, it just doesn't make that
much difference. We |haveg someone

on the bench whu can rome}in and do
a tremendous job.”
Dominican, w ch won the Class A

state tuumamen last| year]

was led

(Nov. 21) at 7 p.m. Southfield High
and Berkley High are also in the dis-
trict.

Lathrup-Groves
Lathrup won its seventh-straight vie-
tary this season by defeating Birming-
ham Groves, 63-23, iri a Metro Subur-
1

“We'

y nips Dominican;
ights on district

PAM REDINE
Ferndale High in a Southeastern Mich-

ban Assocmhon girls' basketb
game last

‘The Chargers Jumped to a 23-2 lead
after one quarter. Eight Lathrup girls
scored in the rout. Lathrup's Pam
Rendine led all scorers with 20 points.
Teammate Ruth Fraser added 8. Sue
Collms led Groves with 14 paints.

“We ballhawke said Lathrup
coach Chuck Daniels. “We- put two
people on the ball, and the third per-
son goes half way."

Ferndale-Southfield
Southfield High ended its girls' bas-
ketball season with a 5-35 loss to

igan gamne.
which is 57 overall, finished third in
the SMA behind. first-place Berkley
High and Ferndale.
Lori Slatin scored 10 points for
Southfield. The Biue Jays made too
many mistakes, according to coach
Sheri Gordon. A
“We threw the game awdy,” she
said. “Our passes were tel ble, and
w couldn’t control the ball We lost
n basic fundamentals, !
Sou:hf eld plays next on Thursda
(Nov. 21) in the Southfield- High d!s-
trict tournament, The ruﬁ meet Berk-

ley at 8:3 pm.
;
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