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Broadcaster meets community

Sharon Brown, community relations director for WXYZ-TV,
has a job and a half. (Photographed by Gary Friedman)

By GARL STODDARD

“Hello," she says,. “I'm Sharon
Brown,"” and her voice swirls around
you like warm honey.

She leads you down the hallway to
her Sparse little office. Ad she contin-

ues to speak with that rich, gentle -
voice that has probably found a per- *

manent spot in the memory of mil-
lions of Detroit-area television view-
ers,

Since 1972, she worked with WKBD-
TV where she directed, produced and
hosted a series of public service
shows. Then three weeks ago, she be-
came comumunity relations director
for WXYZrTV in Southfield.

THE JOB is a hodge-podge of
duties. Sheimust represent the station
at a plethora of committee meetings,
fund raising dinners, lectures, presen-
tations and official gatherings. She
must also! channel complaints and
news slones to the appropriate depart-
ment heads within the station, gather
general public sentiment and be an
unofficial embudsman.

It is mekad of job that requires
energ' a st rong desire to take part in

i

a
»once It also gemands a good
time.
Bmadmsung has never been just

a job to me.” she said, lighting anoth-
er in a long series of cigarets. “'If it
takes extra‘ time, I'm willing to do
it

In her first week on the job, the 35-
yearld Sharon found herself at a
New Detrgit meeting, an NAACP
meeting, ‘a New Detroit sub-
committee,j a visit to Cody High
School. a Detroit Urban League meet-
ing and a meeung with a local doctor
to discuss pn:dlcal malpractice.

HER SCHEDULE was 5o heavy,

she pointed|out, that she hasn't yet
had time to sort out the files left by
her predecssor Percy Moore.
_ Sharon never started out to be in
She earned a secondary

MONDAY — DECEMBER 2—7 to 10
HER&DAUGHTER 5

TUESDAY — DECEMBER3—61t09 .

Entertainment — Door Prizes

Free European One-Weeker Vacation via Pan Am

to be given away both nights

ENTRY BLANKS AVAILABLE AT ASK MR. FOSTER TRAVEL, IN THE MALL

SOMERSET MALL

FATHER & SON NITE ;E

BIG BEAVER RO, AT
COOLIDGE. TROY

leachmg certificate in 1961 and
worked as fan English and speech
teacher at| Hutchins Junior High
School in Detroit.

In 1965, while still teaching at Hut-
éuns she became a dise jockey at

CHB. In 1966 she was WJLB's Girl
Friday and soon hosted her own jazz
program. |

Then, in 1967, she made the jump to
television, hosting WTVS-TV's “Occu-
pation Planning.” She went {rom
there to WKBD-TV and subsequently
to her present job.

She said -the impetus to go into
broadeasting came while -attending
Wayne State University. ‘During a stu-
dent radio production, in which she
starred, a professor in the audience

IT'S A MAN'S (WOMAN'S) WORLD
Shop in our worlds of privacy, masculine and

feminine, sharing secrets and hints you've
gathered about each other’s Christmas wishes.

It’s a man’s world—especially for féthers and
sons—from 7 to 10 p.m., Monday, December 3.

But it's 2 woman’s world—for mothers and
daughters—Tuesday, December 3, from 6to 9 p.m.;

OPEN EVERY NIGHT UNTIL 9; SATURDAY UNTIL 6

————

JARJTIFTHAVENUE
< CELEBRATING OUQ AFTIETH CHRISIMAS -

Somerset Mall, Bjg Beaver at Coolidge, Troy _

]
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WBS‘ apparently impressed by fer tal-
ent and subsequenuy urged hef to de-
velop her skills in broadcasting.

She was later one of the first stu-
dent’s in mass when
Wayne opened the department.

HER JOB at WXYZ represehts the
first time in a long time that she has
not had an audience. Does sht miss
the audience?

‘Yeah, I'm a talent," she said. 1
will always love bemg a talent| Right
now I'm behind th es. Buf there
are other ways to relate yanr lent in

the community.

“Everytime 1 represent mygelf in
the community I'm using my talent.”

Her sultry voice constitutes p part
of her talent, but she will need to call
upon other skills if she is to do {he job
at WXYZ.

“It's a very vual position,” ghe ex-
plained. “It's an extension of the sta-
tigh. Plus, the person in the pbsition
must work effectively with the people
in the station.”

Sometimes she will come
something that might be used
subject of a news story or local docu-
mentary. Sometimes she wil| pass
along that idea to the news prpgram

rs. And sometimes the dlrec-
tors will tell her ““That isn't news,’
. she said.
. She also handles some of thé com-
plaints that come into the station.

pcross
as a

“THE PUBLIC is always cfitical,
but we do the best we can. I [would
think Channel 7 tends to be Honest.

people are warm and there's a
lot of talent here. I think lhal s yensed
out in the community.”

She knows something abou
seitses of the community an
learned how far it can reach. Her ap-

—pearance on the tube, in fact, ptoduc-
an unexpected benefactor ard fan
from a West Bloomheld high school.

the
has

His name is Sam Manninb. He in-
vited her twice to tatk to classes and
at graduation.

“He's a great pr man,’
“He has lots of energy.”

When Sam went to Oakland Uhiver-
sity in Rochester, he talked with|
students and then the universily ad-
ministration.

she said.

“SAM WENT and to a proj
said ‘we want to have a class anfi I've
got a great person to teach

She will be teaching an
graduate course in broadcasting.
looks forward to it as an opportl‘mityA

“People knock media left and [right,
butas ong as I'm in it, maybe|l can

do something apout it,” she said.

Sharon’ Marjorie Revels Brown
born in Detroit and lives there
with her daughter, Lori.

was
now

Fishermen
test skills

Fishermen with an art of tying|
are invited to participate in a
tying contest sponsored by The
Main Stream, the Orvis Shop. F|
ington Hills.

(lies
fiy-
an

First prize is an Orvis Madison

fly , second prize is an
Golden Eagle fly rod and the
leading entry will get an Orvi
tyer’s chest.

barn-
rvis
hird
fly

Entries should be sent to the Qrvis
Ship Shop. 28956 Orchard Lake Road,
Farmington Hills. 48024.

Hillsdale Wha

" FARMINGTON— Mary-Alice Men-
ton, 28277 Farestbrook, was recéntly
named to “Who's Who in American
Colleges and Universities.”
A student at Hillsdale College.|she
is a graduate of North Farmington
High School.

In honors group

FARMINGTON HILLS— Sheila
Chamberlain, 24475 Dohanv »as re-
cem]y tapped for membership in
Alpha Psi Omega at Hillsdale Ccl ge.

Alpha Psi Omega is a dramatics
honarary recognizing those who have
fulfilled the requirements in varjous
phases of college play production.

A senior, she is a gmduale of Farm-
ington High School.
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Bonwit's cool country tapestries
at Pearl’s Place... just ducky!
For holiday giftings. for

looking nifty wherever the
festivities, you can't miss with
our super  separates by
Organically Grown. Here, from
our new collection:

The Turtleneck with colorful
sun and a ducky scene in
acrylic and nylon multi-
colerings. S, Mor L, 21.00
Pants in rust, teal or mushroom
polyester for 5to 13 sizes,
25.00 Add 1.35

outside delivery area.

Pearl's Place, Second Floor
Bonwit Teller

2701 Somerset Mall, Troy

Call 643-8700

They'll love a Bonwit Christmas!
Holiday knits for Bonwit girls
Cable-knit sweater (oppéd with
snuggly hood, in cream, poppy or
green for 4-6x sizes, 13.00

7-14 sizes, 15.00 Double-knit
trousers cuffed and pleated, in

4-6x sizes, 12.00
poppy or yellow for 7-14 sizes,
14.00 All of Dupont* Orlon®
acrylic by Lovebug' Infanta.
Girl's, First Floor

! Bonwit Teller
“1 2701 Somerset Mall, Troy
\ Call §43-8700

In navy, areen,

navy. cream, green or poppy for
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They'll love a Bonwit Christmas!
The Lanz signature gown for Juniors
No young lady on your holiday gift list

¥ could resist the old-fashioned charm of

this pretty granny gown that's perfect
for curling up by the holiday fire.
Eyelet trimmed, soft white cotton
flannel yoked gown vith the distinctive
Lanz of Salzburg signature print of
red and blue hearts and flowers.
For XS.S.M and L sizes, 17.00
Add 1.35 outside delivery area.
s Sleepwear, Secand Floor
Bonwit Teller

Call 643-8700

2701 Somerset Mall, Troy |~




