Southfteld gtrl wins gold medal

Flgure skatmg all that ghttermsn’t old

Collecting gold

Mitgi Amelon tokes o turn on the ice of the Detroit Skating Club. Elrven
yeor-old Mitzi may be the youngest skater in the country to earn o gold

three yeors ago at the age of 12.

+ medal o1 o higure skoting dancer. Her sistes, Peggy. eorned o gold ‘medal

Wlthout clock or scoreboard

ObseruerEccentric |

SPORTS

Raiders win in

By ‘ToM BAER

North Farmington and Farm-
ington High put up with some ter-
rible warking conditions for their
loser's bracket gamie in the North-
west Suburban holiday basketball
tournament last Saturday at Li-
\nmq Bentley High School.

North Farmington nipped the
50, in triple overtime
wym whtich was lack.
ing a time clock and a scoreboard
for that game,

“The clock was kept at the scor-
er's table, and they'd announce the
score onee in awhile,” said North
Farmington coach Ken Dean. The

Raiders carned their spot in the

toser's bracket h\ drnp ing tour-
ney games to Walled ],a[:c Central
and Walled Lake Western,

Farmington's Mark Schultz tied
the game at 44-all when he sank a
corner shot with just four seconds
left in regulation time. The score
remnined tied, 46-46, after the
first overtime and 48-all after the
second R

Farmington had several players
in foul trouble in the third over-
time when the Raiders outscored
the Falcons, 5-2.- Bob Patek
swished a pair of free throws late
in the period, and Dan Werner
added two more to clinch the vic-
torv for North.
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-for the course.

By SHIRLEE IDEN . .
and

TOM BAER

Mitzi Amelon didn't have to wait
until the first of the year to start
collecting gold.

The 11-year-old Southfield
has been awarded a gold ms
a figure skating dancer by the U.S.
Figure Skating Association.

Mitzi's skating instructors —
Robert Allen, executive director of
the Mm/h Elba district in Lake
Placid, N.Y. Vicki Stader, of the
Detroit Shtmg Club; and Gene
Heffron,"of the Lansing Skating
Club — think she is the youngest
skater in the country to earn a goid
medal.

It's certain that she's the young-
est in Michigan since she broke s
record held by. her Is-yur-ol sis-
ter, Peggy.

Pergry became a gold medllix!
!hree years ago when she was only
12. P

Mitzi, who first donned a pair of

- skates at the age of three, says she

doesn’t remember not being able to
skate. She has been working at
dancing on ice for more than ﬁ\e

years

“*She had to pass a total of 20

- tests to get that medal,” s#d her

mother.

A sixth grader at Southfield's
MacArthur Elementary school,
\hm adds up to four hours of*
skating practice a day to her nor-
mal school routine when she's in
training.

In the .&melorg:amnls that's par

Mrs, May-
nard Amelon’s five daughters are
all skaters, and they've all accumu-
ated medals and trophies.

PEGGY BECAME the junior
lady figure skating champion for
the Eastern.Great Lakes Region
last month. [t was a sweet victory
for the teenager, who had been oit
of competitiop for six months be-,
cause of illndss.

“We had to nurse her through
bursitis all through the competi-
tion,” Mrs. Amelon said

Pem will compete again in llii- _

nois early-this month. If she is sue-
cessful, she'll go to California for
more meets. Competitive skating

ther Mitzi nor Peggy seem to
mi

Bo!.h girls say they would like to
follow their 19-year-old sister Deb-

bie, who joined the Ice Follies -

more than a year ago. .
1 miss her a lot,” Mitzi said. "ld

like to skate in that vhow lom:dly.

but I think I want to be a dactor.”™

Mitsi also is determined to add
to her collection of medala and
achievements, and “to be good’
‘enough for the Olympics.” P
also considers the health field as a
possible career.

. The pldest Amelon daughter,
2\-) year-ald Cindy, is at Valpargiso
Collége in Indiana. She plann ona
career in nunlng N

MRS. AMELON said the girls
have been skating for more than 11
years. They were introduced to
dance and music studies, but ¢kat-
ing soon became everyone's favor-

ite pasttime. “When we trave|, we-

pack everyane's skates,
Amelon said.

Mitzi's instruction for dtnce
skalmg began in earnest when she

I’!A

‘was just five years old. She's been

in mmpemlon most of her young

t life, and she’s always been the

voungest in her competitive age
wroup in the Eastern Great Lakes
Figure Skating events.

Mitzi said she enjoys her studies
at_school, but she uided that she
feit she had a certain advantage
over some of -her {riends.

“Most of my friends ar® often
bored,” she said. “With my skat-
ing. I'm never bored and always
havéplenty to do.”

Last winter, Mitzi and Peggy
spent three months in Denver
studying skating while continuing

* their.rewular school studies with ~

private tutors. The Amelons plah
to send Mitzi to a skating school i

-Lake Placid this year

hndmu a suitable skating par(
ner sometimes presentsa problem, ~
according to Mitzi

“There usually aren't any really
good boy skaters, so ['ve skated’ m
competition with my 1mlruc(nrs
she said.

Mrs. Amelon admits it takes a
fot of patience and a lot of drumu
hours to get the girls to prncllm
and to meets. "But we're very
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Both teams played conservative

baskethall during the three extra
peri

Werner, 2 6-0 guard, led the
‘Raiders with 15 points. He
showed signs of “coming out of his
slump a little,” according to Dean
North's Kevin Gasior scored 13
points, including 11-16 free throw
atempts : -

“Soveral times Gasior came
down on fast breaks and got fouled
in the act of shooting.” Dean said.
“He was penctrating alittle bit
and they were coming in on him:
reaching and slapping and that
kind of thing-

ut you look at the free (hro‘s
-nd hat’s what won the game for
s. We were 25 of 39, they were
four for four. I didn’t realize that
we had shot so many free throws

Wion sawslc" 54 uoud eight points and helped Farmington whip NFHS
fost Sawvdoy

“and that they had shot so few. 1
know that if | were on.the other
fde; I'd be a little skeptical about
the officiating.”

Mark Schultz led Farmington
with 18 points on nine buckets.
Farmington outrebounded North
Fftmington, 33-27, with Mitch
Thomas grahbing seven for the
winners /

Farmington's tourhament ef-
forts included losses to Bentley
angd Redford Union. “The whole
tournamend was weird for us,’
said Falcon coach Bruce Brown.
“I'm hoping that the kids can just
forget it and come back and play
some ball. It (the (ournammuv.u
Jjyst a bad experience.” g

Both teams are 2-7 this season.
Farmington plays next on Jan. 7at
home against Plymouth Canton
North is inactive until Jan. 10
when Oak Park invades the Raid-

ors’ gym.
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Michigan Nationa! Bank has a new 7.57
savings account.

It's not for speculators; it's for prudent
p:zﬂe People who have worked long and hard.

who don't want l:ju it go down the drain
with lhe Dow jones

llOOUotmm in our' new 7;:
\m(s accounl and ‘ou ‘re safe and secure

for a full 6 years. With /interest com-
pounded dally. which ls(an eY{ecme
yield of 7.

R The Saturday Bank: Open from 9.30 am. t0,4.30 p.m. Mon. thru Sat. Member FDIC

By

nt

. For extra’secunty, all di
up to $40,000 by the Federal
ation. -

A prudent account for
You can open one at any

Detrowt Area.

Withdrawals peor to maturity earn regular pamebook rates, les 90 dayy’ interest.

hat 75 interest is the highest bank
t you can get in the Detroit area. And*
you can have an interest check mailed to you
quarterly, semi-annually or annually.
its are insured

t Insurance

ent people

e of Michigan
National Bank in the Metropolitan

means lots of traveling, but nei- . proud of both of them,” she said.
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“MOST OF the time, we'd get
Dean said. “We'd come
d cither take a bad shot or ‘ s
throw the damn thing away. B
They'd come down and hold on to
the hall for the rest of the pcnud
They'd get the last-second shot.”
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