L
THE_OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC 1973

False alarms numerous, costly

By CAROL HASKIN

Everyone knows the story of the
boy who cried woll. He ended up with
::!mﬂbuuy gap and a lot of lost

p.
The tale has a modern parallel in
Ihmhneo(burmrnlmnlmm

Ameri equip\rﬁl homes

can public is ts

with various systems and

sclously setting them off with, t:cust

the expression, alarming [requency.
The probiem is one being faced by

potice departments across the coun-

try, but most partlcu!.rly In affluent

suburbs © such irmingham.
Bioomfield Hifls lnd Bloomfield Town-
ship. In these areas, innumerable po-
tice manhours are lost monthly on

— ones

‘re not really false alarms.”

;-xpl-lmd L. Millard Squire of the

Birmingham  Police  Department.
““The alarm systems in 95 per cent of
(he cages are doing ‘exactly what
they're supposed to be doing — record-
ing an interruption in service. it's just
that people arent using them cor-
rectly. For llmplldlyl sake we call
them faise alarms’

IN 197, Birmingham police an-
swered a fotal of 89 (alse alarms.
‘That adds up to 450 manhours, Squire
sald. “or 11 manweeks that go in a to-
tally unproductive manner. Eleven
manweeks when we have 52 in a year
means one fifth of a patroiman a year

Te I;‘wz. and we don’t want to

error. Since most of Birmingham's
false alarms come from

The department
to each alarm

bullwlhtht
matter what
the alarm.

L3
2
g

agers forget to train new employees
or Lhe alarm system is not properly
suited to the business.

The other two causes of false

alarms are dhe malfunction of the

alarm itsell or what the police term
“unknown” — the cause of the alarm
could not be ascertained

MANY COMMUNITIES deall with
the problem negalively. through ordi-
nances, priority systems and fines.
1. Squire said that Blm
might_be forced ino that
bt for the t they are trying to,
handle the situation in & positive man.
ner through cooperation

The riment deals with U\e?mb-
lem through a series of form letters.
At the business's first false alarm. the
head of the company receives a letier
explaining the problem. Afier sud-
sequent alarms he.receives & report
d:slmluna the cause of the alarm,

how many his business has-had so (ar
that month and that year
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vicious circle? -

By ELMER E. WHITE

Criticism and questions about the po-
litical process—and the electorate—
come from outgoing Lt. Gov James
H  Brickley

In & speech he said might be his
fast as Michigan's lieutenant gover.
nor, Brickley told a group of news-
people in Lansing that there’s *'a deep

' and underlying shortcoming that per-

meates the whole proc-
superficiality "

- “1 have come to the conclusion that
the political process is not idea orien-
ted; the media is not oriented to trans-
mit ldelslndlhepubllcl!nﬂ in the
mood for them.” Brickley said. “I is
certainly not the fault of any one seg-
ment of the public process.’’ he
added, “but it is & vicious circle that
feeds on itsell.”

BRICKLEY SAID the United States
proved “a disgrace in the free world™
when less than 40 per cent of cligible
voters came out for the last election.

And, he suggesied, it's time for
voters to base their balloting on
what's good for the common interest
irstead of what's good for \heir own
special interests

The special interest nrvhlem is l}\w ol

mmm MAY s00n be sitling on
boards of their colleges

ld universities.
Al(y Gen. Frank Kelley had ruled
s student would be In conflict of
mllhemvtdunmmbcrof
his achool’s board. But a bill recently
into $aw by Gov. William Milll-
all that .

just

The new !aw was sponsored by Dem;
ocratic Rep. Perry Bullard of Ann
Arbor. Milliken llso claimed some
credit for its passage, saying. “This
new act represents a continuation of

tion of the governed in the decision-
making process

MILLIKEN ‘SUGGESTS that imple-
mentation of the new law—allowing
students to run for and serve on their
schools’ bosrds—""may serve s a pro-
ductive step in improving relation-
ships between unmnlly adminis- -
trators and students.”

Bullard says simply thal “now al
m we will not dlscrummu against

serving..

Thennuup Bullard says. is to ac-
tually add students to the board mem-
berships.
l’lClﬂM!Cch/Nunchm'y or-
chards. When chetTy blossoms
pear. count each bloom on nmple
limbs of 100 trées. One month later,

count the cherties on sample limbs of -

chrrrylrtﬂ

Figure some more Average num-

Iunbmduvcrueu

VA projection on Michigan's tant
cherry crop, that's what.

THE AGRICULTURE Department
says exacting work like this by
counters for the
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DIETING DOESN'T HAVE |
10 BE A DRAG -

Join the sensible people who have w::udod in
losing weight at

DIET CENTRES
CLASSES IN YOUR AREA
FARMINGTON @ OAKPARK © REDPORD © ROYAL OAK
SOUTHRELD ® WEST BLOOMAELD
TALL 548-7526 ’

The Kast cure for winter shivers,
" Humid-Aire humidification means comfort.
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“We don't like them bt we answer
them,” Williard said, “snd we don
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