Travel agents say business resists slump

By SUSAN AVERILL

Farmington travel bureaus aren't
doing a booming business, .but they
haven't dipped sharply either.

- Last minute decisions and devil-may-

care attitudes were listed as reasons for

travel business bouyancy.

,Although definite figures are still
being calculated by accountants, Steven
Fish, owner of Fish Travel Agency, Inc.,
said business this year was better than ex-

“'A lot of reservations were taken at
the last minute, when people decided thatk=
no matter what happened, they were
going to have a vacation,” he said.

December was described as a good

’
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It’s a slow year for some area bahquet businesses

By SUSAN AVERILL

1t was neither feast nor famine 1n

mm during the past year for
ueting

A survey of ll’!t:mm offering

banquet facilities showed that some

were doing poorly. some managing 1o

m the line, and some doing better

ever |

“Last year didn‘t hurt us at all.”
said Bill Viadimir, vice president of
the company which owns Viadimir's
of Farmington

. month, with advance bookings indicating
a similar trend for January. However,
Fish cautiously added, advance bookings
may not be a stable indicator.

“AS FAR as January is concerned,

: we're booked already. But because of last

minute d&

advance bx

)

nothing,” he said.
“Quite a few families call up and
regretfully cancel reservations made long

Monday, January 6, 1975

It was an excelient season, Viadi-
mir said, and the future looks good be.
cause booking Is heavy

“New Year's (parties) were lighter.
but we planned it that way,” he said,
“Last year we were overcrowded |

“ THE THREATENED food scarcity
hasn1 yet materiahized for tus busi-
ness, and prices haven't scared away
customers

Although it's difficult to say what
the future will bring. Viadimir is opti-
mustic
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The number of trips to Europe has
sharply decreased, as people limit their
journeys to the western hemisphere to cut

/ costs. .
s “It's not EH gloom and doom.” he

said. “Jt has been a far better Christmas

Frank Sheehan
ice agreed, saying that his
not suffered a substantial

The reason for this, he said, is a spe- |
cial one-week charter cruise to the Carri-
bean, which is offered by his company.

The peak travel season is between
Dec. 20 and Jan. 5, he said.

“People still have a high régard of
the economic situation. So before a
aﬂer"'hat period, there's a substan!i%

Travel predictions for the future are
~almost nil as far as Europe is concerned,

he said.

tell. but we're booked
advance.” he said

as they used to be,
re.”

lost the:
y putting forth effort. you can

. ”
o .

make up for the general ness
slackoff, he said /
“You have to put your nosé to the
. and you'll be alright
We're not playing games anymore.”
be said ~
He attributes his inn's success in
the face of downward economic
trends to more personal contact. hard-
er work and better cooperation be-

nglon, reported that “everything 1s

of Elliot Travel sew-

business has
drop. ,  Mnag!

. “EUROPEAN TRAVEL is down, now
that the economy is slowing, but more
and more people are going to Florida,”
said C.A. Spencer, Farmington branch
for the A bile A

iation
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about the same ™ as it was last year

Danny's Gin Ml &id have quite a
few parties over the holidays. said
Fran Bourdas. bookkeeper and reser-
vatorust for that faclty

Auto firm layoffs did take their toll.
however . .

“The parties were somewhat small-
er than usual. and the two cancella-
tons we had were from companies
who did business with the auto firms
Their canceilations were due to lay-
offs. t00.” she said-

A bookkeeper at Farmington's Dan-

(AAA).

“Our travel to Florida has been as
great as ever. People still have money
.spend it wisely, but they’ll
still want to travel.” ~

Not only have local trips increased,
but “the north

country is really flourish-

For those considering travel, Spencer

of advice: be careful to fill

gas tank before 9 p.m., as stations

for the evening.

Fifteen Cents

e
sh [nn reported that although their
dne banquet foom wasnt busy Dec
31, they “didn't have anything more

of Fine Foods is not as bright
“WE'VE BEEN down compared to
the way 1t was.” said reservationist
Betty Willams .
rooms have béen recently .
filled by a chnstening and monthly
and weekly meetings of the Kiwanis
and & women's orgamzation, they are
more ofien empty. she said

Talk to the plants
for fun and profit

By HY SHENKMAN

“Some of my neighvors think I'm
crazy for talking to my plants.”” said
Jearne Vickery. an employe of McFar-
land's Flonst and G n

F: on
In her home she has Baston ferns.
Norfolk pines. ivy and things of that

=

“It isnY for the («n«i pnice at ail
Those are hving' things and need
prompt attention. | take thase neglect-
ed plants and place them in a more
airy place. better light. 1 fertilize and
water

“1 revive them and praise them
when they perk up. or scold them like
2 baby when they dont do so well
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Jube had a ready answer

“Maybe some of those folks don't re
alize how funny they look while dnv
ing alone downthe street and talking
to themselves ™

THERE IS even a birth control pil
for plants Dennis Grushoff from the
L &T Floral Gardens Inc claims that
hedissolves a pil in water to promote
He does 1t each

their

“I'm an expenmenter, and 1 get
good results.” he sad
A major in floral culture at’ the

The Henry Fenningdor{ Flonsts
were awarded a for the oldest
business i Southfield by former
Mayor Feder

AT HOME Fenningdorf grows
plants that are in season like
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Commercial construction
climbs despite economy

projects comprised the bulk of the con-
struction in the city. .

He estimated that §5 per cent of the
construction in 1974 fell in these three
sress with the single
farvély residentia)

ment is sill compiting figures for ks

yearend report on bullding activity.

prefiminery estimates place volume  @bserue, centric

of permit fees $40.000 ahesd of 1973 <

Unofficial totals show about 799 per. index

mits ranging {rem removation to new 4

construction projects for 194 News Sectien A

The marfber of permits is down. but  Cobenrs s

doliar vohame is wp, according to Rich-  Obitusries 4
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