By ROBERT KIPPER

OAKLAND COUNTY—IL was o
Jousy way to start the new year

Many persons began arriving at 7
am . hoping to reduce the long wan-
ing period by being the first in hine
Within two hours the parking lot and
the waiting room were jammed

The crowd included many differeat
age groups. blacks and whites
women and children  Some were
smartly dressed while others wore
what in ather circumstances would be
their “Work clothes Some read books
or spapers A few talked Most
stared blankly ahcad. wmting for
their pames to be called and end the
unpleasant“task of pieking up wellare

payments fur anather '?wnm

. The scene took place at the Pontiae
affice of the Michizan Department of
Soctal Services Thurday  morming.
the first wurking day of 1 I was
both a reminder of how progressively

worse economic conditions became 1n
1974 and a hleak previey of a situa-
tion that almost all county and state
officials expect to giet much worse in
the months ahead

ALL WHO receive Tood stal
eral assistance rehef or awd W depend-
ent children checks in Oakland County
come to the Pontiac office for pay-
ments Because this office deals with
the welfare load in the county, its
long lines and heavy cascloads reflect
only a portion of the uncmployment
problem in the county

Prople usually tum to welfare only
when they don'l qualify for unemploy-
ment checks or when they have al-
ready passed the maximum period for
receiving unemployment cheeks

As the cligihibity perind to receive
unemployment runs out for more and
more people, however, the welfare
lines will grow longer And cven with
millions of extra federal dollars for
public service job programs and with
an Increase in county funding. no coun-
ty official can give assurance of
staying cven with the probiem this
year, let alone catching up with it

NO ONE is certain exactly how
Ngh u'u.- unemployment rate is nl this

‘he l:l-nl figures of \h(v Mwhlgm
Security.

show that 45604 ptnom received
unemployment checks in Oakland
County in November. As of Octobef,
the unemployment rate for the counity
was reported at 71 pereent

Howard Rosso, director of the Oak-
land County Department of Social
Services, estimated that the current

s, gen-

Long welfare lines
forebode bleak_year

unemployment rate for Oakland is
roughly nine percent. compared to 55
percent at the beginning of last year

The demand for food stamps in Oak-
land County more than doubled last
year, Rosso reported. More than 2.500
families received food stamps in No-
vember compared to 1,150 last’ Janu
ary

AS OF NOVEMBER more than
10,000 famulies received aid to depend-
ent children “(ADC) payments—the
highest ever in Oakland County. In
January of 1974, 923 families re-
ceived ADC and the year before that
fewer than 2.000 familics

The number of general assistance
checks. which went as high as 2.500 in
August. is down shightly to 2,058 How.
ever, substantial increases are ex-
pected this year

“The lirst halfl of 1975 will be worse
than anything we've experienced prob-
ably since the 1358 recession.” Rosso
said

WHILE. COMMUNITIES Iike Royal
Oak. Pontiac, Ferndale and Hazel
Park have been hardest it by
unemployment. the burden of dealing
with the prblem falls on all county
taxpayers to an extent

General  assistance  payments  are
covered mostly by the Oakland Coun-
ty tudget. which picks up 60 percent
of the cost, with the state paying the
balance

1n 1974, the county budgeted $1 6 mil-
lion for general assistance—a sum
that lasted only to the first of Octo-
ber The Department of Social Serv-
ices had to go back to the county
board of commissioners on three
extra occasions to get the $535.000
more it needed to make it through
1974

This year’s budget aflocates 29 mil-

lion for general assistance. or enough

to handie 2.600 welfare cases Rosso.
without a good deal of conviction, said
that should be cnough to meet the
year's needs

TO FIGHT nsing unempioyment,
massive increases in federal pro-
grams, administered through the coun-
ty, have been made

More than $14 million in additional
federal funds are expected (his year
to increase five-fold the various job
and tralning opportunities offered the
wtmphyad and dludv:nugcd in Oak-

of lhese funds are provided

through the Comprehensive Employ-

ment and Training Act (CETA),
in Washington last year

The most ambitious program will

create up to 1400 public service. jobs

this year in the county Some $6 7 mil-
hon has already been allocated for 700
new Jobs whic a recently adopted
emergency b program will create
anothet 700 joba with 965 million
more funding

ROBERT CHISHOLM, director of
manpower for Oakland County. said
that unhike many fedcral programs
the CETA plan provides a great deal
of flembitity The federal government
doesnt dictate what type of jobs
should be created. leaving this to

* local officials

School distncts, townships and city
Rovernments throughout the county
have submitted requests for new em-
ployes. who would be hired with feder-
al funds to work for these local units
in varous capaciies The county de-
termines. based on the unemployment
picture in these communities. where
the new federally paid workers are
most needed

As a result, jobs ax diverse as pa-
trolmen. Statisticians, cooks. janitors.
receptionists and maintenance men
will be created to accomplish two
goals: Reducing the unemployment
rate while asssting local umts. most
of which had ta eliminate personnel

. due to budget shortages of their own

OTHER EXPANDED programs

* On'the-job training slots for

adults will be increased from 40 posi.
tons in 1974 to 200 this year

® The program for skilled class-
room training for adults will be in-
creased [rom 200 positions to 600,
thanks to anh additional $1 7 million in
federal funds

* The training program. geared for
high and 14 through
21-yearolds. will enroll 700 youths in
1975, more than double last year's fig-
ure, thanks to an additional $1 million
in federal funds

These measures, however ex-

panded, will still only provide margin-
al relief 10 the county's unemploy-

ment problem.

*“With S,M,lm unemployed in
the county.” said Chisholm. mm
will still be a tremendous ga

1t already takes double the Im'l to
process a welfare application than it
did at the beginning of last year
Wailts for welfare checks and food
stamps can already extend two and
three hours. Employes with the De-
partment of Social Services are re-

1o work extra hours and some:
umess-tum.nys to stay with the fa-
creased work

But, honverbknthebegmnm‘af,

1975 appears. the expectation is the
mﬂﬂkmllbnm
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WINTER

ANTIQUE WALK

BROWSER’S DELIGRT...

\
Strell threwgh an exhibit of antiques and Memetadilla in com-
fertable 72° temperature. e a day of entertainment playing
the eld-time slet machine. .

Thete's even a single cylinder Swiss music bex from the late
the true cellecter. It phyl " Q-nn. Den’t miss this fine

» htte you by lected dealers.

CUSTOMERS’ APPRECIATION DAYS AT LIVONIA MALL
i " StartsTuesday, Jan 2! atthe Cinema

TREE MOVIE —FREE PRISES —NEW TIME —9:45 or 18
Have an enjoyable mornn\q on us

leoma Mall

Opendaily '119:30p m Sunday i-6p m




