Farmington man killed in crash of light plane

WESTLAND—The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) is investigating
the crash of a four-passenger airplane
Tuesday In Westland which killed a
Farmington Hills man and injured
two other persons.

Kilied was Robert Barnes, 31668
Hall, Farmington Hills. Westland Po-
lice officials are unsure of his age.
Listed as critically injured in Wayne
Gunmy General Hospital are Marie

. 17, of U523 Fountain Blvd.

Westland; and the planc’s pilot, John
Garrett, M. of 15504 Hemloch, Detroit.

Westland Police  Sgi. Gerald
Triltach said the plane was on a pleas-
ure flight from Westland National Air-
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Sister team

Cornelia Kennedy (l?ﬂ) gave the oath of office to her sister.
Margaret Schaettor, at a special session of the 47th District Court
saturday. Mrs. Schaelfer, newly elected judge. and hey sistef. a
U.S. district court judge, are believed to be the only sisters in the
country serving on the bench ot the same time. (Photographed

by Harry Mauthe)

Board stays firm
on trips policy

FARMINGTON—The “no ficld
trips” policy established by the school
board dunng millage falure cutbacks
will continue to be i effect. despite a
recent Michigan Department of Edu
cation ruling which would allow
charges to be made to fund the trips

The funding option was  rejected
Tuesday night by the board of cduca-
tion. which cited possible gasoline adllo
cation problems as the major reason
for the rejection

On long trips. when 1t is necessary
to refuel busses away from the school
district's own supplies. we reduce
gasoline available to others and. of
course, pay a higher price,” Business
Manager Willam € Pnsk smd

“LAST YEAR'S allocation found the
district very short of fuel at times To
use the district's fuel allocation for
extracurnicular activities could leave
the district short of fuel for transporta-
tion to and from school.”” he saud

A change in the district's policy ac
cording 1o the rules sct forth by the
department of education would be dis.
cnminatory, officials said

“Those who could afford to pay
could go. and those wha could not al-
ford to pay would not The rules pro-
vide for no charge being made to stu-
dents who cannot afford to pay. but
then this expense would have to be as-
sumed by others or the school' dis-
tnct.” Prisk said

The school district cannot afford to
assume the payments. and for those
who would have to pay far the others.
it would be unfair. he sad

The exclusion of extra<curricular
ficld trips would not affect those com-
mittments such as football or basket-
ball transportation. already in; effect
n the distret

AN OPEN STUDY session to dis-
1

inside

‘The Observer & Eccentric's spe-

cuss the ¥ of long-range re-
search on the school district will be
held 7 pm Tuesday. Jan 14, at the

board of education offices

Prisk and Trustee Mervin B Ross
will attend a school tax meeting Mon-
day, Jan 20, in the West Bloomfield
School District

A closed study scssion was held
Dec. 23 1o discuss possible personnel
and staff cuts to maintain the present
operating budget, said Board of Edu-
cation President Gary Lichtman.

@hnrmu@%rrmtﬂr
index

News
Editorials
Obituaries

Sperts

Suburban Life
Comemunit;
Cd
Volunteers
Dining and

Farmington, Michij

88 Pages

Farmington helps contractor

were sull in the planv
after the crash.™

Barnes, a salesman for TV Tel
Fare is survived by his wife, Bonnie;
chidren, Lisa, Robert and William.
mother, Theresa Bames. two sisters
and one brother

arrangements, which are
bewng handied by Hamilton-Hoffman
Funeral Home. Detroit. were in-
complete at press time

L eeentric

Fificen Cents

Rubbish paL)'ments increased

FARMINGTON—The oty will pay
#4600 extra per month, retroactive to
Jan 1. for the continued pick up and
disposal of rubbish by the McCreedy
Trucking Co. which operates the
city's rubbish removal service

In reviewing an increase in oper-
ational costs and rubbish volume in-
curred by the McCreedy Trucking
Co. the city's rubbish removal serv-
ice. the city council Monday night
found justification for the increase

“We have had an opportunity to ana-
lyze the increased operational costs of
the McCreedy Trucking Co with the
owner, Gus McCreedy.” said City
Manager Robert Deadman

“We have venfied to the city’s satis-
faction that Mr McCreedy is not pres-
ently operating on a break-even basis

In fact. if the city contract 1s not ad-
justed. Mr y may have a
very difficult time meeting his obliga-
tions under the contract

THE PAYMENTS will continue
until the present contract expires in
June Funds from the 197475 contin-
gency budget will be used for the in-
creased expenditure

The city also will pay an increase of
three cents per land parcel per year
10 the Oakland County Board of Audi-
tors for their services. bringing the
bill to 3 cents per land parcel per
year. or $1.050 annually. for 3.500 par-
cels

Rising equpment and labor costs
were reasons given for the additional
costs

Consumers Power Co notified the
councl that they have requested a
rate increase with the Michigan Pub-
e Service Commussion

The increase request was made for
$54 mullion. with an increase’ of §39 6
mullion on an terim basis According
to the company. earmings have
dropped to § 8 percent. which 1s below
the rate of return found reasonable by
the Public Service Commussion

AS A RESULT of the Housing and
Communsty Development Act. Oak
land County may qualify as an urban
couty and be echgible to recewe
entitlements for Community Devel
opment funds. according to a letter
from County Executive Damel T Mur

Under the new federal program
Oakland County may receive $1 4 mil
lon in additonal funding

To qualify as an urban county. the
county may ask Farmington to in-
clude It 12.500 population to meet the
muumum population requirement of
20000. Deadman said

In other action Morday mght. the
counctl proclaimed Jan 25 as Ronaid
Rosenberg Dav in the City of Farm-
ngton

Rasenberg 15 a member of the Na.
tonal Honor Society. vice-president of
hus student council and State llustn-
ous Knight Commander of the Order
o Krghthood of the International

Order of DeMalay

FEA head to leave, switch sides

By SUSAN AVERILL

You know how they say the grass i
greener on the other side® Well
Roger Allen is about to find out

Presently executive director of the
Farmington Education Association
(FEA), Allen will be leaving Jan 19
for the Flint School District. Only this
time. he will be working for the ad-
ministration

He acknowledges the possibility of
difficulty 1n his switch from champion
of teachers 1o labor relations consult-
ant for the school board

“Initially. and this will be .
fully. a short-run problem. 1 will have
to assure the admunistration that |
am. in fact. representing their inter-
ests.” he said

He views his new position as a “sub-
stantial challenge ~

“IF | HAD been offered the same
job in a school district the size of
Farmington. 1 wouldn1 have been in-
terested.”” he _said

His new school district includes

43000 students and 2.000 teachers in
more thari 50 schools The minonty
population also will be considerably
larger than that of Farmirgton

Teacher contract negotiations will
be his first order of business. as
Flnt's two-year contract will expire
March 1

As executive director of the FEA.
Allen negotiates teacher contracts and
represents the teaching community in

vance procedures. arbitration and
comymunity programs

He expects hus old job to provide
background for his new one

“it's a ssmilar line of work You've
g0t o have a thorough understanding
of teachers and teachers’ problems.”
he said

*T0 SUCCEED 1n any kind of nego-
tiation position, you need to under-
stand what the real problems are
the msight will be invaluable

Although he thinks most school dis-
tnicts are interested in being (air and
equitable with their teachers. he said

Robert Gutzke takes another look at the 289 Ford engine he

in hs 1927 Model “T" Ford. Guizke, who lives in

Farmington Hills, entered the car in the 1975 Autorama custom

they do have a self.nterest which
may set them at odds

Hence the urions N,

“The school districts are coming to
recogruze that comtract negotiations
are here to stay For a long period of
ume. they thought the problem would
just go away.” he sad

s a complicated. com
piex field wtuch they'll have to take
seriously They )l have to hire people
with knowledge of how labor relations
work

PART OF Farmington's’ problems
during the 1973 teachers’ strike was
due to the attitude of the board of edu-
cation. he said

“Farmington didn't take the labor
relations or negogiation seriously
They went at it 1n an unorganized
fastoon. and it was most often lefl
unti! the tailend of the agenda.” he
sad

But the advent of Robert Kuhlman
labor relations director for the dis-
trict. signaled the begnmng of an ef
hient, orgamzed approach to the
prodlem. he said .

1f the new administration had been
n a year arhier, [ dont think the
strke wodld ever have taken place
Unfortunately. the strike was the re:
sult of a tong hst of grevances estab-
fished pror to the advent of the new
administration
Although Rasnt always agreed
with officlal FEA views. he still repre-
sented that view to the community to
the best of his abality. he said

1 HOPE they d be able to do some
modifymg 1f 1t was called for, and the
same for the board of education If
oo, it qust 1snt negotiation

Many negotiation hangups are cre-
ated by an I8th-century mentality. he
said

“It causes nothing but gnef to go
inta 3t with the 1dea that you're going
to destroy the umon.” he said

“That's part of the problem with
the Crestwood district [n the short
nn. the superintendent will be seen
as a hero But in the long run. it will

iSee \LLEN. mext page)

car show heid last weekend at Cobo Hail. He won the Riddier
AM.MhMMNMMme.MIuN
first time.” For More about the suto Show, 500 PQE three.




