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editorial opinion

Local teachers show sense

Teachers in Farmington and South-
field have displayed little interest in sym-

pathy strikes for teachers fired by the -

Crestwood School " District.

Although neither teachers’. organiza-
tion has taken an official position, infor-
mal comments from both union officials
and individual teachers indicate a sympa-
thy strike is unlikely.

Teachers and their unions are show-

ing good sense by not-walking out over
the problems in another school district.
¢ Farmington and hfield teachers can

show support for Crestwood teachers, if
they are inclined, by giving money or

moral backing.

Local school districts have enough
problems of their own without adopting
the troubles of other districts. .

Laihrup loses valuable leader

Lathrup Village's city council looks ~
different now. After 17 years, Mrs, Eliza-
beth Stanton has retired from the council.

Mrs. Stanton has lived in Lathrup
since 1935 and has been a member of the
¢ity council since 1957. For 15 of the 17
years she has served on the council, she
was mayor pro tem of the city.

Anyone who contributes that much
time to her community must feel pride
when taking stock, of Lathrup's obvious
advantages. Some measure of almost all

improvements made in the city are owing
to Mrs. Stantori's dedication and interest.

When the residents of a community
are active in government and local af:
fairs, the community and the individual
residents. benefit

Mrs. Stanton says she has enjoyed
her years of involvement in Lathrup's
government and in civic affairs. The com-
munity is in a reciprocal position, for it
has grown and improved from Mrs. Stan-
ton’s contributions.
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Your ecology calendar

Ecology-minded persons who
wish to save cans, bottles or news-
papers for recycling may use
these facilities

To prepare glass, tharnughl{
wash the contamers, remove all
metal caps and tings from the
plass and separate the glass by
color

Ta prepare cans, clean only
Paper need not be removed

Newspapers should be tied in

bundles with heavy string ¢. rope
or secured in heavy paper bags

o BIRMINGHAM:-Daily news-

h’lpor pickup with regular trash

ewspapers must be bundled sepa-

rately

o BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP-
Behind the township offices, 4200
Telegraph Road. just south of
Long Lake Road Between 9 am
and 1 pm. Saturdays Glass and
clean cans are collected each
week All aluminum items accept-
ed Newspapers collected on the
last Saturday of ecach month

« GROVES ECOLOGY CLUB-
Bundled or bagged newspapers
and cardboard will be collected
from 7 am. to 530 pm Friday
and 8 am. to 2 pm Saturday the
second week of each month at the
tugh school's front parking Tot

* LATHRUP VILLAGE-At the
Public Services Building, 19101
Twelve Mile Road. adjacent to the

high school Ne
lected 10 am
teers the first
month

wsp’ pers are col-
pm by volun-
Saturday of each

* PONTIAC-Oakland County Re-
cychng Center. 5% S Telegraph,
9 am<4 pm every Saturday
Groups bringing 1n more than 500

+ 1bs of glass will receive $i0 per
ton for glass

o SOUTHFIELD-In the old city
offices. 26000 Berg Road at Ten
and One-half Mile, one block east
of Telegraph

¢ TROY-At the DPW Yard. 4635
Rochester Road, from 9 am to
noon on the first and third Satur-
day of each manth

‘Snow job’
Fdtor

1 would Iike 1o comment on City
Manager George Majoros' criticism
of the Oakland €ounty ‘snow job

Brother. we've had a “snow Job
from both Oakland County and the
City of Farmington (Elillsy for the en-
tge three vears we have lived on
Tuck Hoad

We have to park on Nine Mile and
walk through ankle-deep mud every
wéar, and no sidewnlks. taking our’
liges 1n our hands cach time we walk
n the road after dark. When we call
(o complain we are told to have the
road paved

We asked to have it paved and were
promised 11 would be done before win-
ter. 1974. In the summer we can't see
approaching cars when trying to get
out onto Grand River because of high

weeds Finally called'the state to get
the weeds cut down on the corners

1t you think Farmington roads were
bad after the snow. wish you had to
drive into Detroit via Grand River.
Six Mile. Schaefer. Personally, 1 think
the county did a commendable job
during the xnow situation

Mr. Majoros is likened to the pot
calling the kettle black after the run
around we get from the aity each
time we call 10 complain about Tuck
Road.

1t made the big snow worth all the

inconvenience to me il it caused Mr.

Big just a little [rustration we put up
with all year. !

MARGARET ARNOLD

Farmiagtea

‘A great place...!

Editor:
While visiting in Farmington Hills
Woodbine Subdivision recently, I be-

came an unwilling . prisoncr. along
with the residents. after the big snow
storm

Those who called city hall on Mon-
day were assured the snow plows
would arrive My family and animals
needed me at home so | called city
hall Tuesday and got the same snow
job: ““The snow plows will arrive in
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From our readers

Ford in no-win position
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single-handedly to fight inflation
wo years because he was not get-
from either the former presi-
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| Reserve Board action he has
. which has all but killed the hous-
and stifled industry growth because
rates on borrowings.
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re to reverse its policy and
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near-term recession because
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, in the long term, it will be
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RIDICULOUS, but it is obvious
ter what Ford does will be wrong be-
it will either fight the recession and help in-
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flation or make the recession deeper in order to
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are some long range decisions Mr.
Ford can make, The first, of course, is to review
government spending. le we are going to have
to spend more money on social things 2"!-

and
must spend less money in helping
nations create wars and ity poten-

keeping pet
against the wills of the people of
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Charity . does begin at home

As 3 major nation we have a responsibility to
the world to help the less fortunate. but our re-
sponsibility must start at home first,

IF THE MID-EAST countries are pble to dis-
rapt our economy by playing around with oil
prices, then we must use our vast resources in
this country to create new sources of energy that
don involve oi! and we must put mandatory con-
trols on the amount of foreign oil that comes into -
the country so that our payments to foreign na-
tions don't bankrupt us

But most important. our country cannot ride
out the present problems unless there 15 the coop-
eration of the executive and legislative branches
to promole one concrete. positive program

An attempt to solve our problems should have
been made a vear ago but the country got so 1m-
mersed in Watergate that our serious domestic
problems were ignored It 15 important that the

does not let itself get waylaid into in-
vestigations into CIA’s and other things that hap-
pened in the past until they have solved our top
priority problems. which are the health and weli-
being of our nation
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Public sours on schools

by PHILIP B POR LR

Over the past‘{wo weeks. the smoldering dis-/

pute between suburban teacher unions and subur<
ban boards of education has flared into outright
area-wide confrontation.

1t’s a situation which has disillusioned the chil-
dren. angered the parents. and paralyzed both the
authority of state and law and the efficiency of
the public education system.

Worse yet, it's a situation in which no one
party can be entirely blamed. Responsibility must
settle on the shoulders of both the teachers unions
(misnamed. “‘education associations™) and the
school boards, with ultimate accountability rest-
ing with the State Legislature sitting safely in Lan-
sing.

MEMBERS of suburban schoo! boards are. by
and large, concerned, public spirited people who
assumed the difficult burden of running school sys-
tems because of their commitment to education

Theirs is a hard job, made much more diffi-
cult by the relatively recent phenomenon of teach-
er unions. Some local school boards. in-

i in collective bargaining. have al-
lowed passions to run too high

Some members of some boards have made it
plain they would like nothing more than to elimi-
nate the unions altogether — which is obviously ab-
surd. given the heavy labor union orientation of
this part of the state.

MEMBERS of- suburban teacher unions have
faced similarly. intractable problems.
Often_unskilled themselves in collective bar-
gaining, the feachers have found themselves
caught in a difficult bind between rapidly increas-
ing costs of living and only slowly (if at all} in-
i ls.
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So far protected from having to endure eco-
nomic y for striking by the state require-
ment of 180 days of school. some teacher union

representatives appear to want to broaden the
Crestwood dispute into a wider theater in order to

gain area-wide bargaimng 1n which their econom
x clowt would be magnified

WHO HAS made all this possible”

Clearly. the State Legislature. which has
stood idly by for the past several years. leaving
state law absurdly to allow collective bargaining
rights but forbid the right to strike

For the last two years. both teacher unlon rep-
resentatives and school officials -- not to mention
the governor's office and the State Board of Edu-
cation - have known full well that legislative ac-
tion was necessary to resolve the contradiction
But no one had the guts to do anything. espectally
n the election yvear of 1974

WHERE WILL 1t all end” .

In the short run. it 1s virtually certain that
1975 will see some kind of state law passed o re-
solve the teacher bargaining problem -- probably
uwolvmg both a set timetable for negotiations and
some kind of binding arbitration if bargaining
fails to reach a. scttlement

) In the long run. it may be that this solution
will be like the old joke about the scientist who
rushed out of his lab one day. crying I have dis.
covered a cure for which there is no longer a dis-
ease!” 3

1 fear that the Garden City and Crestwood sit-
uations. following a long and tangled series of
other teacher union-school board hassles. has
tally eroded public confidence in our school sys-
tem. It may be that parents and taxpayers will
get so disgusted with the whole mess that they
will simply refuse outright to vote any taxes to
pay for the coilectively bargained contracts that
the teacher uniops. the school boards and the Leg-
wlature appear to want-so much .

And then. having killed the goose that laid the

‘golden egg. all three parties may be teft standing

around with plain. old. ordinary egg on their
faces

ling and Blissfield. Our taxes aver-

aged $220 a year. yet we have always
plowed out within two hours of

or :
Enclosed you will find a letter 1 re-
ceived from the mother of the family

meyer

camnot_write to the newspaper be-
cause | must sign my name and they
would waek 1o prit it So perhaps
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all who came to our aid know how
grateful we are

“It's not only the matenal things.
far from it. iU's the canng. the ume
sperk on getting help to us. people
ming out of their way to help people
they never met before The gift of
brotherly love is so precious and de-
serving of so many thank yous.

“It’s this gift. most of all. that 18
constartly on my mind. | shall never
ever (2il to remember this Xmas be-
cose | received the greatest gift of
all™ .

Teachers take jobs
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They wasi my work®

Good gosh. how greedy and rotten
can they get” Bullding tradesmen like
myself ‘are dependent entirely on the
jobs we get We have no guaranteed
mcome or any other fine benefits that
teachers automatically get

Have you parttimers ever consid-
ered tutonng a handicapped kid that
canl get to school”

If this sounds hke I'm bellyaching.
you can be yours sweet bippie | am
VAL T. GUILMETTE,
The Village Carpester.

Farmingten
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* For Your lsiermatiea

While & movie sbout a ‘towering in-
ferno™ was playing at local theaters,
Southfield firemen battled & mini-ver-
sion

Fire broke out in a pile of scrap
of the uncam-



