Tax repeuat works
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Food bills lower, volunteer survey shows

By JACKIE KLEIN
SOUTHFIELD Groery bils are

dlrelarwrm!nluuxnpnl

T'Ml the conclusion of the South-
field-based Michigan Citizens Lobby
(MCL) {rom a volunteer survey of 264
stores

and grocery
tmwﬂnanync Macomb and Oak-
Dcc ", mmﬁm

What is MCL?

SOUTHFIELD—_The 20.000-member
Michigan Qitizens lobby (MCL) is a
taxpayer-otiented group that works
with legislators rather than con.
fronting them

That's the assessment of Rarbara
Grossman. director of the organiza-
tion based in the Hentage Office
Plaza in Southficld

“Our self-image goes beyond just a
consumers’ group.” said Mrs Gross

n. “We organize taxpayers to show
they have a voice in government and
an effect on politics ™

MCL members don't pay ducs. Mrs.
Grossman said  Adminisirative cx-
penses are paid by contributions from
private citizens, Inbor unions, church
groups and MCL fund-raisers, she
said.

“Members arc commitled to work
on projects by writing ietters. making
phome calls and circulating petitions, ™
she explained “Our ultimate goal 15
responsive gavernment.”

THE MCL organized a dnve for ge-
neric substitutes. the certification of
auto mechanies and registration of re
patr facilities The proposals were
passed into, Liw by the state Jegisla-
ture

The group was also instrumental in
prohibiting junkets for “lame duck’
legistators, said Ms Grossman

The MCL provided the impetus for
getting the propasal to wipe out the
sales tax on grocenes and medicine
on the November ballt Cooperating
organizations. said Ms Grossman
were the United Auto  Workers,
(UAW), Congress of Indistrial Organi-
zations (C10), Michigan Education As
sociation (MEA), and religious and

- neighborhood associations.

The group's literature read. “Here's
ane tax you can cut. At last there's
something you can do to stop in
flation Food prices have gone up
nearly 30 per cent aver the past two
years.

“You can vole YES on Propasal
and wipe out the sales tax on groctr
fes and medicine. Maybe the politi
cians in Lansing will have to tighten
the state budget and chminate pro-
prams that don’t work. But tt’s wnrth
it to let us cut our procery hillc

The MCL. which was formed 1n De
cember, 1972, has had as many as
600.000 persons working on petition
drives and other projects. Ms Gross
man said

visited their assigned markets each
Thursday to record the cost of the
same 10 selected grocery items.” said
Barbara Grossman, dm-ﬂor of of the
MCL.

“We're delighted to rrpm\ that the
average price of these items didn't in-
CTease even one penny when the sales
tax came off. That means food brlls
dropped a full four per cent over the
past week because shoppers paid no
sales tax on food ~

The MCL was instrumental in the
referendum drive to remove the sales
tax and the proposal passed in the No-
vember election

“THE CONCERN was voiced (hat

rob shoppers of the benefit of repeal.”
said Ms. Grossman

"'In reyponse to this very real fear
arnong consumers, we ofganized a vol.
urteer team (o monitor changes in
food prices. Thursday, Jan. 2, marked
the first check of grocery prices since
the sales tax was removed

““We wanted to determine whether
or not grocers raised food prices to
compensate for loss of the sales tax
by comparing Jan. 2 prices with those
of the last two Thursdays in Decem-
ber when the sales tax was still being
collected ™

Ms. Grossman said the Quzens
Lobby will continue to monitor food
prices to guard against any tnformnal
price-fixing to boost costs beyond the
mﬂmlun rate as a result of sales tax

repeal

“The dire predictions of confusion
at checkout .counters hasnt come
true” Ms Grossman contended.
"Store employes and shoppers are co-
operating ™

MS. GROSSMAN sad the survey
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SOUTHFIELD-Anna Chennault. the
widow of General Claire Lee
Chennault. will be guest lecturer at
the Southlield Series luncheon

y. Jan 16 at the Raleigh
House:

Mrs. Chennault 1s a long-time foe of
commurusm and an authority on Asia
She has made numerous tnps to the
Far Fast in the bast two years and
has interviewed top military. political
and religious jeaders of Vietnam and
other Asian countnes

Her voice has been heard over the
Voice of America tn China“ and

'ast  Asia

She is often called by the Senate
and Congress to testify for her know!-
edge of Asian affairs She was recent.
1y appointed as special adviser to the
Chasrman for the Asian-Pacific Coun-
cl of American Chambers of Com-
merce

Mrs. Chennault's- appearance as a
Southfield Series lecturer is sponsored
by National Bank of Southfield

Lectures are given at luncheon
meetings at the Ralegh House six
times a year
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will contimue at least two or three
more weeks The food industry tends

o be more competitive than coopera-
tive. she maintained) and it was
feared that the of the sales

tax would be a cue fof pnce-fixing

“We didn believe there was any
motive for stores to raise pnces. but
we wanted to allay people’s fears and
make sure they got a cut in their gm
cery bills.” Ms said.

“Our other battle is to ensure that
the estimated $200 muilion lost wirh
the sales tax repeal wil be replaced
in a way that the middle-income work-
ing man will get a real tax cut’

Ms. Grossnan said the MUl 1s want
ing for Gov. Witham Milliken to come
up with a funding plan and the group
will present alternatives to a possible
raise in income tax.

“We feel responsible for Lhe tax cut
for middleincome working people
and we intend to follow through = <he
said

“A REFERENDUM may haie to
be presented to the voters to rol! back
any tax increases the  legislature
might pass.

The pusman of the M(T. Ms Gross
man said. 1s that the state must cut
the fat from its budget to replace reve
mues lost by the sales tax repeal In
the meantime. she <aid 1t's up to con
samers to be vigilart

Kay Campbell. MCL field coordina-
tor. said the group attempted to in-
troduce legislation Lo repeal the food
and drug sales Lax in 1973, but the bill
ded in committee. .

“In February. we decided to work
for a referendum to repeal the sales
tax which was unfair because it was
based on inflated costs of necessi-
ties." she waid. "“This is a first step.”

Ms Campbell said drug stores are
posting® prices but most consumers
were unaware of the hidden taxes in
drug items.

Ms Grossman said the group chose
10 grocery items to survey after con-
sulting economic advisers and deter-
mining the items represent the large
vanety of groceries people buy

“WE INCLUDED nonfond items
Itke a jumbo roll of Scott paper towets
and a family si7e box of Tide, and the
average prices didnt sary

Also included in the check were a
half-galion of milk, a one pound. one
ounce can of Del Monte fruit cocktail.
a 10-ounce package of Green Giant fro.
2 com. a pound package of Hall
Park Hot dogs. 2 one pound. 12 unce
box of Minute Rice a five pound bag
of Big Chief or Pioncer sugar. one
head of wceberg lettuce and a siv and
one-hall ounce can of Starkist tuna

The average price of all 10 tems
checked totaled $12 42 on Dec 19 and
$1240 on Dec 26 and Jan 2
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