Always expect the unexpecht%d

Visibility isn't as gobd in the rain.
Stopping distances will be longer be-
cause of reduced traction. The
chances for wheel lock-up under
braking 15 also greater on wet pave-
ment. It would be wise to give some
extra “breothing space” in relation
to the vehicle in front.

One caution about driving in the
rain is especially important during
the warm summer months. Most peo-
ple do slow down in heavy rain con-
ditions, but many drivers are not
aware of the hazards involved in o
brief rain “shower.”

During the summer time there
might be severol days, or even weeks
between rain storms. In these “dry”
periods oils become imbedded in the
road surface.

It o light rain storm occurs these
oils tend to come up through that sur-
face. This creates a slick road surface
that catches many people off guard.
Qil on the road is similar to having a
thin layer of ice covering the rood’s
surface, resulting in an abrupt loss of
traction.

Extra caution is needed, then, even
in the lightest rain conditions.

Another dangerous situation is
driving over “sheets’” of water on the
highway. The hazardous effect is
known as “aquaplaning,” when tires
actually lift off the road surface and
ride on o thin cushion of water.

A complete loss of steering control
can result because of the "aquao-
planing” effect. Although many ra-
dial tires hove odvanced tread de-
signs that disperse water ropidly,
“aquaplaning”’ still can occur partic-
ularly at higher speeds. Try to avoid
puddles or “sheets” of water when-
ever possible while driving; this will
make driving in the rain that much
safer.

ORIVING ON SNOW AND ICE
— Snow and ice conditions couse the
greatest problems for most drivers.
Once again the difficulties stem from
a basic lack of understanding.

Just as in rain, stopping distances
hove to be adjusted for the reduced
traction available with ice and snow.

Broke modulation becomes a very
critical factor here. Locking brakes on
ice or hard-packed snow is o useless
exercise. A gradual and gentle appli-

cation of brakes provides the most ef-
ficient stops in snow or ice conditions.

The seme con be said for moving
torward in your vehicle. Jomming the
accelerator to the fioor in snow not
only doesn’t get you going any
faster, but it also wastes fuel. Grad-
val acceleration up to speed is the
quickest woy to get moving in snow
and ice.

Driving in cold weather conditions
can be made easier by making sure
all of the windows, along with the
headlights, turn signals, and tail
lights are cleared of any ice and
snow which has accumulated. It is
worth the extra trouble to be able to
see clearly instead of driving “blind."

COMMON SENSE DRIVING —
This sounds like o noble phrase, and
it is too bad that this statement is
being ignored by many drivers to-
day.

Common sense driving includes o
number of things, but it is mainly re-
lated to “using your heod.”

Basic tips that could give you o
head start on the way to becoming a
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“common sense driver,” follow.

It is bad thot this next item must be
mentioned so often, but, anyone who
thinks he con handle o vehicle while
intoxicated as well as he can sober is
a fool.

Drunk driving is the largest single
factor in automobile accidents today.
Eliminating the drunk from the high-
way would do more for outo safety
than any safety option thot we hove
now, or that is being plonned for the
future.

If you ore going to drink, please
don’t drive.

The words “‘sure thing’”’ do not
apply on the highway. As was soid
before, never assume anything. ~

Keep your vehicle mechanically fit
and keep yourself mentolly alert.

Remember that panic never solves
anything behind the wheel. Be owore
of your ability and your vehicle’s cop-
ability, then compensate accordingly.

Three words worth thinking about
before getting behind the wheel:
Cavution, Concentration, and Consid-
eration.
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21710 WOODWARD
6 BLOCKS NORTH OF 8 MILE

| 399-3200
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. 350 V8. Turbo-Hydramatic Transmission. Power Steering.
Power Disc Drakes, Tinted Glass all around. Froni and Rear
Floor Mats. Deluxe Whee! Covers. Sport Styted Mirrors. AM-

Steel Belted Radiats. White Wall Tires. High

*4,523

Take a
test drive
today!

“Let our deal

be your Gauge.
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