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You CANT Be Well Informed

y Right That Can’t Be Exercised

Someone has a movement go-
ing to remind people to be in-
formed before they vote — to
investigate the candidates and
issues, to vote intelligently and
not blindly,

If only those peeople who are
fully informed were allowed to
vote, no one would go to the polls
in next Tuesday’s primary.

But nobody!

The ballot is simply too fan-
tastically long to comprehend.

The list of candidates for many
offices is so long that hardly any-
one will be able to identify every-
one who is running, let alone
whether he's any good or not.

THERE ARE candidates for
Appeals Court, Circuit Courts,
Probate Courts, District Courts.
‘There are candidates for auditor,
for register of deeds, for clerk
and treasurer and prosecutor and
sheriff and supervisors at the
county level.

Mercifully, there are no races
for either U.S. senator or state
senator this year, but there are
for U.S. representative and state
representative,

In our townships, there are
races for trustee posts on the
township boards and, in some
cases, for subordinate bodies
such as parks commissions.

At the most elemental level,
there are races for precinct dele-
gates. Here, the winner is elect-
ed, not just nominated, and your
precinct delegate will go to a dis-
trict convention to decide issues
about the party of your choice.

And then there are the prop-
ositions. There are always
propositions.

Statewide, we'll vote on three
constitutional amendments — to
establish a Judicial Tenure Com-
mission as a watchdog over our
judges; to establish a State Com-
pensation Commission which
would set rates of pay for state
officials; and to give the gover-
nor power to make appointments
to fill judicial vacancies.

Wayne County will vote on one
mill for five years for operations;
Oakland will vote on one mill for
five years for roads,
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: EVERY SO OFTEN, someone

< makes a proposal that we elimi-

© nate a lot of these offices from
the elected list and make them
appointive.

Two specific proposals have

. been made in recent years.
One is to allow a form of county
. home rule whereby the voters
could approve a charter, if they
wished, that would make many
" administrative offices appoint-
ive—sheriff, clerk, treasurer and
so on. After all, how do you as an
outsider know if the sheriff is any
good? or the clerk? or the reg-
ister of deeds? Naturally, county
politicians oppose this.

The other proposal is to make
Michigan’s entire judiciary ap-
pointive. A citizens committee
headed by Jason L. Honigman
has produced such a proposal,
but it's not yet on the ballot. The
proposal has faults, as we've
pointed out, but it's better than
the present system of electing
candidates whose true qualifica-
tions you don't know and putting
up with a weird system of legal
“‘ethics” which prevents candi-
dates from discussing cases,

In a survey of local courts sev-
eral months ago, we were dis-
tressed to find about half of our

. Judges oppose this kind of reform.
Their reasoning was incredible:
“The people should have the
RIGHT to elect their judges.”

What good is such a ‘‘right”
when the ballot-is so long that
you can’t know the candidates?
What good is a ‘“right" that no
one can fully exercise intelligent-
ly? What good is a. ‘“right” to
elect someone to a post who cam-
paigns con such abstract issues
as “integrity” and “ability""?
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THERE ARE ALL SORTS of
other ways the size of the ballot
could be reduced, most notablv

reviving the spring election. That,
however, would simply spread
the offices around the calendar,
and it fails to come to grips with
the essential problem—we've got
too many posts to elect.

We might make our state ed-
ucation boards appointive rath-
er than elective. Stop to think
about it: We elect 32 persons to
state educational offices—eight
cach to the State Board of
Education and the governing
boards of the three big univer-
sities.

Can you list the qualifications
of the office-holders?. Can you
even name them? Do you remem-
ber whom you voted for? Do you
know what policies each board
has adopted in the last year? Of
course not.
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YOU'VE GOT ENOUGH pro-
posals and candidates to worry
about in the Aug. 6 primary. Yet
we choose to annoy you with
some more possibilities, because
we want you to be angry with the

long ballot.

We want the Aug..6 primary to
stick in your mind as a night-
mare in: the Michigan electoral
process.

Then when some politician says
he’s fighting to protect your
“right”’ to elect an auditor or to
vote on an obscure legal amend-
ment, you can chop him down by
asking him: Who's Zigmund John
Niparko? Who’s Allan H. Casin-
elli? Which Brennan is running
for what this year?

—The Observer Newspapers

THIS IS THE
WEEK THAT... ..o

Republicans are taking every
precaution to guarantee that
delegates to the national conven-
tion in Miami do not get hijacked
to Havana, senor,

But since most things arranged
by political parties tend to dis-
aster, delegates could spend
some time with the Spanish

to Miami in private or charter-
ed planes. In theory this will
give them control of the pas-
senger Hst, 4

There is a special convention
landing field in Miami, very care-
fully arranged and guarded.
That's for VIPs, !

heduled

English dictionary.

Como le gustan los huevos,
partner?

That's for when you’re order-

ing eggs, a_safe item since not

even under Castro can anyone do
much to ruin an egg. Late reports
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say they've got omelettes shot
from guns.

Some of the airlines are giving
pilots landing instructions for
Havana and telling them not to
argue with a gun or a bottle of
after shave lotion™wrapped in a
towel, a recent weapon.

So with any luck at all we'll
have delegates booked into what
used to be the Havana Hilton
and reading La Paz with their
morning demit)asse and huevos,
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WE’RE SENDING Tim Rich-
ard to Miami for The Observer
Newspapers and the editors are
meeting in marathon session to
determine whether the copy from
the convention will be better
reading than the dispatches from
};he white sands of. Havana har-
or. .
Tim is an excellent writer and
very analytical. If anyone can
bring Castro down with a type-
writer,. he’s our tiger. We know
the GOP will nominate a-presi-
dential candidate and we know
Nixon can grow a beard, but can
he speak Spanish?

But back to the precautions.

Republicans figure most of
their leadership will be going

From the Publisher,’s Desk

LOBSER

VATION

“There is something about @ na-
tional convention that makes it as
foscinating os a revival or o hanging
... One sits through long sessions
wishing heartily that oll the delegates
and alternates were dead and in hell
— and then suddenly there comes o
show so gaudy and hilarious, so melo-
dramatic and obscene, so uni it

POINT

By Philip H. Power

IN SHORT,
a gas.

Because- this newspaper be-
lieves that conventions are a gas,
and because we are convinced
that our politics, indeed, come
grubby from the soil of our peo-
ple, we are planning to cover

conventions are

ably exhilarating and preposterous
that one lives a gorgeous yeor in an
hour.”
— H. L. Mencken
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“A political convention is after all
noi o meeting of a corporation’s
board of directors; it is o fiesta, a cor-
nival, @ pig-rooting, horse-snorting,
band-playing, voice-screaming medie-
val get-together of greed, proctical
lust, compromised idealism, career-
advancement, meeting, feud, vendet-
ta, conciliation, of rabble-rousers, fist
fights (as it used to be), embraces,
drunks (ogain as it used to be) and
collective rivers of animal sweat.

“It is @ reminder thot no matter
how the country might pretend it has
grown up and become tidy in its man-
ners, bodiless in its legislative langu-
age, hygienic in its separation of high
politics from private life, thot the
tcofs still come grubby from the soil,
and thot politics in America is still dif-
ferent from politics anywhere else be-
cause the politics has arisen out of the
immediate needs, ambitions, and
cupidities of the people, that our poli-
tics still smell of the bedroom and the
kitchen, rather than having descended
1o us from the chill punctilio of aristo-
cratic negotiation.”

— Normon Mailer
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both the Republi and Demo-
cratic national conventions with
on-the-scene reporters, This may
be uriusual for a community
newspaper, but we think it's
worth it.

Tim Richard, our Assistant
Managing Editor, will be going to
Miami Beach to cast his skeptical
eye on the Republican show
which begins on August 5. Editor
Don-Hoenshell and 1 will amble
over to Chicago on August 26 to
take an equally jaundiced look at
the Democratic doings.

This means that while we'll
leave the big stories about who
gets nominated to the wire serv-
ices and the TV, our coverage
will be concentrating on the
activities, feelings and maneuv-
erings of delegates and politicos
from this area. They're the ones
who are relevant for people here
in Observerland, and they'll be
the ones we focus on,

* *

“WHY?"” SOME HAVE asked,
“do we have conventions at all?
What possible relevance to the
abilities of our potential presi-
dents are contained in the endless
(and boring) speeches, the care-
fully planned ‘spontaneous’
demonstrations, the interminable
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+ zational demands- that woul

garbage of the pre-convention ap-
pearances and' squabblings?”

It's a good question. For, look-
ed at from the outside, our sys-
tem for nominating the candi-
dates for the most powerful office
in the world seems absurd and
juvenile. .

Absurd and juvenile in some of
its practice, perhaps, but not in
its intent.

For the qualities of skill and
sense, leadership and logic,
organization and organic charis-
ma that make a good president
are precisely those qualities
which are needed to run success-
fully the gauntlet from primaries
to national convention to ultimate
success in seizing the nomina-
tion. :

Seized. That's right. For the
nomination is never bestowed or
granted on a platter. It has to be
fought for, even by apparent
front-runners Nixon and Hum-
phrey.
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A MAN WHO can't walk into a
smoke-filled room and stare
down &n unacceptable demand
from a political boss wan’t ever
be able to cope with the Russians
or, DeGaulle. A man who can't
organize a smooth-running, taut
campaign organization will never
succeed in untangling the institu-
tionalized chaos that is our fed-
eral government.

A man who can’t galvanize his
troops and, more important, the
skeptics watching from the side-
lines merely by his presence and
his words, won't ever .give the
peoples of the world the kind of
leadership which is expected of
our president.

In this sense, the convention
and the skills needed to master it
are a microcosm of the role that
the president will be expected to
fulfill. Failure in the convention
suggests failure when it's for
real. Success suggests the oppo-
site.

So when you're watching for
the urhpteenth time the seem-
ingly absurd and highly planned

* spontaneous demonstration for

Joe Glop, favorite son from East
Podunk, just remember that Joe
is trying to cope with the or, a;lli-
it
-him should he become president.
It makes the chaos a little more
bearable. And enjoyable.

_ Del ridin, air-
lines take their chances. And
good luck to all you senors y
senoras,

Gov. Romney, we assume,
will get to Miami on a.private
plane but the 48 delegate votes
(now dwindling, according to
reports) are less certain, No-
body has been burt in the hi-
jackings so far, or we wouldn't
kid about it,

Democrats were thinking - of
Miami, too, before the telephone
strike ended at least for the con-
vention period in Chicago. We
wish the Democrats well, too,
but figure them in Miami—or

And Tigure Jerry §

igure Jerry Sixby and
Bob Dwyer _touching do{vn in
Havana. Or Livonia's Jerry Ray-
mond,
- x  x

SIXBY INSTANTLY would
have those airport guards organ-
1ze§ into a Teamster local and
delivering newspapers, each of
them of course licensed by
Dwyer. .

Raymond could negotiate and
arbitrate Castro right back into
the hills. Ah, the possibilities,

We'd have it all in terribly
good reading from Tim.

Huntley-Brinkley?

“This is Chet Huntley saying
good night for NBC News. Good
night, David.”

“And this is David Brinkley in
Havana.

“Buenos noches, Chet."

Why Other Guy

Got The Job

Editor's Note: This re-print
of an editorial that appeared in
“Grass Roots,” a publication of
the University of Missouri School
of Journalism, we feel has an im-
portant message not only for
youth out seeking employment
but some older job seekers also.
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DEAR KID:

Today you came to me for a
job. From the looks of your shoul-
ders as you walked out, 1 suspect
you've been turned down before,
and maybe you believe by now
that kids out of high school can't
find work.

But I hired a teenager today.
You saw him. He was the one
with the polished shoes and a

" necktie. What was so special

about him? Not experience,
neither of you had any. It was his
attitude that put him on the pay-
roll instead of you.

Attitude, son, A~ -U-D-E.

He wanted the job badly
enough to shuck the leather
jacket, get a haircut and look
in the phone bock to find out
what this company makes. He
did his best to impress me.
That’s where he edged you out.

You see, Kid, people who hire
people aren’t ‘“with” a lot of
things. We know more about Bing
than Ringo, and we have a lot of
stone-age ideas about who owes
whom a living. Maybe that

makes us prehistoric, but there’s
nothing wrong with the checks
we sign.

x
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EVER HEAR OF- “empathy”?
It’s the trick of seeing the-other -

fellow's ‘side “of things. ~ N

1 couldn't have cared less that
you're behind in your car pay-
ments. That's your problem and
President Johnson's. What I
needed was someone who'd go
out in the plant, keep his eyes
open, and work for me like he'd
work for himself.

If you have even the vaguest
idea of what I'm trying to say,
Iet it show the next time you ask
for a job. You'll be head and
wshoulders above the rest.

You know, men get a job like
you get a girl: Case the situa-
tion, wear a clean shirt and try
lo appear reasonably willing.
Maybe jobs aren’t plentiful
right_ now, but a Iot of us can
remember when master crafts-
men walked the streets. By
comparison, you don’t know.the”
meaning of “‘scarce.”’

You may not believe'it, but all
around you, employers are look-
ing for young men and women
smart enough to go after a job in
the old-fashioned way. When they
find one they can’t wait to unload
some of their worries on them,

For both our sakes, get eager,
will you? T
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