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Alcohol, Emotions Blamed In Auto Fatalities

SAN FRANCISCO--Studies of
drunk  driving and fatal ac-
cidents  should concentrate
more on why the drivers are
drunk and less un how drunk
they are, a University of Michie
gun psychiatrist says.

Dr. Melvin [.. Selzer re-
ported a recent study of Y6
fatal accidents in which 57 per
cent of the drivers had been
drinking, accounted for 117 per=
soas being killed,

But, he told the American
Medical Association recently,
more than one-third of the 96
accldents were caused by troe
alcoholles, as appased 1nnor=

mal” drinkers,

The drivers in these acci=
dents were compared to 96
other drivers, both groups ta
Wasltenaw County, Mich, Sir-
wiving family and friends were
intersiewed to cullect data,

“Disturblng emotional and.
soclal factors are more likely
to play a role in fatal accl-
dents caused by drivers who
are alcoholic than in those
caused by nonalcobolic dri~
vers,” he pointed out.

“Emotional Illnesses were
amazingly concentrated in the
alcoholic segment of the drivers
‘causing accidents.”

Of the fatality drivers, 4
per cent-=mostly alcoholics==
were emotionally i1l ahd shiowed
signs of paranoid thinking, de=
pressicn, violence, and suicidal
tendencte, he said,

Socio-econumitc class is also
a factor In both alcoholism and
in fatal accldents, Dr, Selzer

ed. In this study,” 76 per

ent of the 96 fatal accident

drivers  were In the socio-
economic class and only 5 per
cent In the higher class.

Social stress was also a sig-
nificant factor, with 53 per
cent of the 96 drivers in fatal
ageldents having hed 2 con-

fict with olhers In the pres
vious 12 months and which was
stll disturbing them at the
time of the accident,

More  Inumeliute [+ roml
crises wn=e llsv 3 factor, e
UM psychiatrist found, Eleven
of the alcohotlc fatality drivers
Id had violent quarrels or
fghts within six hours of the
fatal accident,

“Of these 11 fatalitydrivers,
eight men had quarreled with
women:  thefr wives, girl
friends, femile drinking comi-
panions, and one with a bar-
maid. Two nien had fought with
ottier men and one man became

very psel lecawse he could
not kuve e off for hunting,”
These facturs could be re-

lated, he observed: ' Although
dealt ith  separately here,
Jayehopatholopy il socal

stress oy well e related,
A dnver subject to severe dee
pression or jaranoid outbursts
coukl hardly preveat this {rom
affecting work petformance n=
family relationships.

Selzer sald the problem is
to detect the alcoholic driver
before he becomes a traffic
statistic. Then, effective means
must be found to heejr him off
the rond,

flesearch to du so is now
under way at the University
of Michigan Highway Safety Re=
~earch Institute, with whichDr,
selzer Is worldng, under a cone
t1act with the Natlonal Highway
safety Bureau,

‘“Unfortunately, many traffic
Jurisdictions do not consider
the possibility of 2 driver being
alcoholic until he has two or
more drunledriving convtetions.
Previous  reSearch indicates
that  one such conviction 1s
highly indicative of alcohole
ism,’” he said,

In spite of this, the alcoholic
drives, Suspension or revocas

ton of license does Little good.
“The chronic alcoholic 1s often
pot 2 solttary drinker and has
a great need to drink with
others, which in many areas
means a car will be used to
travel to a bar or tavern, Lack
of Mcensure aloae is unlikely
to prevent such odysseys,
Hence, 1t ts not surprising that
five of the fatality drivers were
driving without valid lcenses
at the time they caused a fatal
accident, Selzer stated,

He added: “Suspension or
canceliation of licensure bas
iong been criticized as an in-
adequate method for keeping
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Dacron™ polyester fill,
corded cotton outer
tick. Machine washable.

Odorless, machine-wash,
mildew resistant. Zip -
" pered cotton outer tick.

Save 2.21 on 2 plump
Dacron” pillows

Save 3.98 on 2
duck feather pillows
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«510
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washes and dries just like new!

GIVE YOUR BEDROOM A BRIGHT, NEW LOOK—SAVE $3 NOW

* An outstanding decorator value

. * Rich top-quilt stitching, polyester fill

* Rich colors enhance your decor

* Dunk and dry, it's fresh without ironing

SLARDORN MICHIGAN AT SCHAGFER 5340508 M- BETROIT GRATIOT NIAR T M .

|| ALLEN PARK 10470 Sesthfeld RE, 3843440 B DETROIT GRAND
. SOUTHFIELD TELIGRAPH AT 12 MIE RO, 3531200 B

Who would ever guess this glamorous bedspread requires so little

care? It's lustrous rayon challis with a lusury fook that's here to stay.

Al it takes is a quick machine-wash-and-dry, and back on your bed

it goes, beautiful and refreshed. {Doesnt even stop for ironing!}

Choose ivy green, gold or white. .

Regular 13.99 full-size bedspread ................. 10.99

EASY CARE DECORATOR
ELEGANCE FOR YOUR BATH
Deluxe hath mats
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Sink your feet deep into luxury with these
Dacron® polyester pile bath matsgin
bright colors. Machine wash end ~dry.
With non - skid safety backing.

Reg. 5.99, 24x36-in, or 24x27-in.. .. .2.99
Reg. 8.99, 27x48in........
Reg. 2.99, Lid cover

v
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RIVER AT GREINFIELD 8154200 @

1.49

Not at Allen Park or Farmington

FARMINGTON DOWNTOWN SHOPPING CENTIR 4764250 8  MT. CLEMENS 15 MILE AT GRATIOT 791.2000
719000 @ WONDERLAND PLY. AT MIDDLESELT 477-1600 -8 PONTIAC MALL TELEGRAPH AT ELIZASETH LAKE RD. $02-4940
SOUTHGATE TRINTON AT EUREKA RD. 2254400 ® WARREN 12 NILE AT DEGUINDRE 7557500

99

TWIN SIZE

Regular 11.99

VELVETY-SMOOTH ON ONE SIDE
REVERSE TO THICK TERRY

. Jacquard

1%
Regularly $3 Save $7...

You get double beauty with this jacquard
rose pattern bath towel! Sheared on one
side to be soft and smooth, it reverses
to rugged looped cotton terry. Choose
from rich co-ordinated color-tones.

Matching hand towel ............ 1.70
Matching wash cloth .....

bath towels
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offamders uff the road, Many
drive in spite of suchsanctions,

“One appalling ‘discovery’
made during the course of this
study was that many states have
no lavs preventing the sale
of a motor vehicle to an un-
Ucensed driver, It would seem
that elementary wisdom would
require laws making it a crime
to sell .ortoan a motor ves
hicle to anyone mot holding a
valid license,”" the psychiatrist
observed,

“The presence of 2 large
nunber  of alcohol-addicted
drivers In this group and 1o
stuidlar driver populations in=
vo.ved in fatal accidents sug=
gests why the problem of the
“drinking driver’ has not been
resolved,” he continued.

“The drinking driver who
causes serfous traffic accl~
dents is frequently an alcoholic
driver whose addiction im=
munizes him against the traffic
slogans and legal threats, The

L, problem of identifying thealcos

holie who is a potential traffic
munace is complicated hy the
fact that many alcoholics bave
ordinary traffic records. ;

“The alcoholic fatality dri=
vers n this_study often drove
in an intoxicated state, a fact
known by their families, their
friends, and not infrequently
by locdl police officers. 1

“In two cases, our inter=
viewers were told by family
members that the deceased al~
coholic drivei had often driverr
because he was ‘too drunk to
walk. .

“Wny were these drivers not
stpped”  Familles are. often
fesrful of calling the police
Lecanse o high-speed pursuit
w1y vesult, which increases
ths likelihood of 3 sertous ac-
citwat. (Two of the alcoholic
famlily  drivers were ‘killed
duringe such pursuits.) There
16 alwo the unpleasant possi=
bitity thal no one cared very
uiuch--and that consciously or
urconsciously the alcoholic’s
dennse  was not unwelcome.
Given the hostillty that the ale
cchobie’s drunken behavior of-
ten  engenders, particularly
in famiy members, this pos-
sibility cannot be discounted,
Selzer concluded,

TWO LITTLE DEARS

ke to feed tame deer
all animals at the
1 on the famous
Mississinpi Guil- Coast.,

There's much more for young:
. sre and do on “Ameri-
« Riviera.” Shootouts andy
Danee 1lzil shuws in {he old
2 v x G

Sanetion
four nde. amuserpent park,
ooty golf. excursion boats to
oifshore islands, historic fort,
2 mule fong beach, and on ex-
it Marineland show. While
xids have fun. there’s golf,
tennis, fishing, boating, sight-
seving and a glamorous night
Bl 1 please the RROWRUPS,
o

Twlre are *housands of
i r, airconditioned hotel
and mntel rooms in every price
« overlooking the Gulf of
ico. Marvelous sea food.
Southern cooking and French
cuisine tempt the appetite. Day
ar night, there's plenty to en-
tertain the entire family on
“America’s Riviera” —,
golden Mississippi Gulf Coast.
This year head south to the
Gulf for & real family-fun
vacation.

Tall Screens
Liven Wall

A windowless end wall of &
single-story house 100ks blank
--but necdnt, Give it dimen-
sion an+ character with three
screvns bullt tomake tall, vert-
ical accents between the ground
and roof overhang.

One effective pattern uses
cedar 2x2s spaced two inches
apart, or 1x4s turned edge out
and spaced, Use arow of spacer
bloeks two-thirds of the way
trom ground to eave and an-
other row just two feet above
ground as horizontal bracing--
a sort of hustt-in rail,

Nait Uhe verticals to a 2x4
fop and bholtom, attaching the
top 2x4 to the roof overhang
ust behind the roof’s fascia,
Corners of the bottom 2x4 can
rest on blocks or bricks tohold
1 above ground, with plantings
srranged at the base for cone
cealment,

Keep the screens narrow snd
use them- agalnst only one half

of the end wall far best effect,
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