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Homeowner group

battles development

By JUDY OWEN

Homeowner associations usually de-
velop to form n common bond for resi-
dents tn a new subdivision

Depending on how many “extras” a
developer has provided for residents,
the association may find atsell faced
with developing and mantaining com-
monly owned land, arranging for
street ghting. petitioning {or improve-
ments in roads and drawing up rules
roarding future land development
Omee these needs are met, some as-

wxiations just dnft alon wath off

ctrs holding monthly meetings but
doing little more than planning the
, summier pienic or the holiday wine
tasungl party
Problems faced by hameowners as
sociations vary  Length of time lhat
the subdivision has been around and
its location in the rommunity can
have a beanng on its business
\\mdbnx.k Subdivision 1s relatively

Ammm,h cight years old. the Wood
brook Subdivision Association 15 still
In s infancy. 18 some respects

THE SUBDIVISION, developed by
Thompson-Brown, is at the northwest
arca of Farmington Hills off Fourteen
Mie Road between Drake and Hal
stead roads

Of the 110 bulldable Tots i the sub-
division. B2 have homes on them

Building w the subdivision 1s at a
standstill. according to Jody Soronen,
who 15 midway through her second
term as association president

A moratorium wis placed on build-
ing unti) sanitary sewers could be in
stalled 1n the area

The basernent had been dug; forone
home. but those plans had to be
scrapped and the hole filled in when
the moratorium was slapped on

WHEN IT was found that (he
sewers were needed. the association
launched a door to-door petition drive
to obtain resident approval for the
project

That was more than a yvar ago.
and the residents are awmting an an-
swer from the state on casement
needs

But on the other hand  resdents
have opposed propesals to bning oty
water mto the subdivision and mstead
prefer to rely on the community well
mstalled when the area was devel

oped

Bulding 1 the area started about
18 years ago. Mrs Soronen said At
that ime the property owners obtan
od their own huilders

Several years later. model homes

JODY SORONEN

were built and development of the <u\>
dwvision began in carnest

Mrs Soronen has lived in Wood-
brook for 11 years. She recalls when
she could look out the back window of
her home on Springvale in the south
em end of the subdiision and see
Fourteen Mie Road

WHILE MANY homes have long
since obstructed that view  residents
on any of the subdivtsion’s perimeters
have a clear view of undeveloped
las

Understandably . they are concernec
about the future develapment of thys
land

It was part of that land that drew
more than 40 Woodbrnok resident to a
public hearing recently before the oty
council where they cited objections to
n proposed cluster housing devel
opment which would have run from
Drake to Halstead along Wondbrook ‘s
southern boundary

Onee reason for resident objection
was that a large portion of the proper
ty was a peat bog that was unsuitable
for development

They also abjected tn some of the
cluster units which would have been
bult near some of the homes

They feared that their streets might
be the only passable therough fares if
a road built through the peat boy
faled 10 stand up to trafhc

A SUBDIVISION spokesman de
senbed Woodbrook as an “istand’! sur-
rounded on three sides by large tracts
of vettobe developed land

The developer of nearby Hunter's
Redge has proposed a planned residen
) development which 1s to run be
twoen Thirteen and Fourteen Mile
mads to the west of Woodbrook

The development would include both
single-famly and multiple units

Resident builds fireplace

Mrs Soronen said residents had

little objection to that development
She said that the developer had ap-
the association to show

proposed
apartment and office bulldmp fot the,
property east of Woodbrook, also
came to Lalk to the association offi-
cials

MRS. SORONEN said that, al-
though residents may oppose these de-
velopments, she liked being contacted
ty the developers

“You can catch more flies with
honey, let's face it she smd “"But 1t
also gives us a chance to bolster up
the Aarguments
The association keeps track of pro-
posals which come before planming
commussions in both Farmington Hills
and neighboring West Bloomlficld
Township

When at's not worrying about en-
croaching  development, the assoct
ation busies itsell with plans for a
skatng rink being built on a vacant

ot

Residents are required to pay the
$15 50 annual assessment An addition-
al $1 entitles them to assaciation mem
bership

A number of women in the sub
division pitch in and keep weeds
around the Woodbrook cntrance al a
minimum  through the summer
months

Soctal hfe consists of the usual pic
nics and ather gathenings

Mrs Soronen said that the smail
subdivision 1s congemial and it 1s the
common interest of residents in main
taming their subdivision that cements
. together
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Quiet gentleman

This barn painting 1s on the Barbera farm, 28895 Haggerty Road. Farmington Hills. but it's nota
member of the family. It's the Duke of Urbino, done by local artist Doug Tyler as a summer project
during 1973 (Photographed by Craig Newman)

How to locate money for college

As June draws closer, graduating
seniors with college 1n mund may find
thomselves  increasingly’  worried
about financing their continued educa
tion

Parents may find themsclves
strapped for money and unable to con
tnbute more than a meager amount
1o the fund. while the student himself
may find he is inehgble for scholar
ships from the wniversty of s
choice.

U\hal can he do”

usinesses. organizations and indi
ndual\ are often good sources of ad

for students as well as associations.

State and federal governments both
have varous stipends asailable for
we by quahfied individuals

Schoo. counsclors are often good
sources  of information  on  the
“wheres, whats and hows * of scholar
shups. loans and grants

The US Office of Education offers
five programs of financial assistance
cluding the Basic Educational Op
portunmity Grants. Supplemental Educa
tional Opportunity Grams, College
Work-Study. National Drrect Student
Loans and Guaranteed Student Loans

Petite mason tailors stones

By JUDY OWEN
Some people run up aganst a stone
wall Others build their own
Mrs  Russell Bauwt of Farminglon
Hills probably falls nto the latter cate-

gory
Her “stone wall” i3 a split ficld-
stone fireplace she built in her hving

room.

Not too much of an accomplishment
unless you hgure that petite Mrs
Baut weighs 106 pounds and that the

Tons of stone went into

cight-inch thick ficldstone covers one
wall of the room

The whole project took several
months.

In the meantime. the family lived
with ficldstone pieces all over the liv-

room (loor
While the Bauts found some of the
stones themselves. most were pur-
chased Splitting was almost impos-
sible. %o they had it donc profes-
sionally

¥

Once 1t was moved inside. Mrs
Baut began the tedious task of fitling
and refitting to try to get the right
prece in the right spot

WHEN THE Bauts purchased the
home they believed the brick trim
could be i mprwtdon(be fireplace in
the I

"Fﬂlyperuﬂdthtlm the stone
you picked didnt (it the spot,” Mrs
She only placed four or

. Russell Baut's fireplace.

Hd

five stones a day which meant a con-
tinual mixing of new mortar each

day

For the higher sputs. she used a lad-
der and rolied the stone up the steps

Complicating the whole thing was
the coved ceiling which made fimsh-
ing the upper section difficult

Mrs Raut u»d that she came by
her interest in masonry naturally

Her mother had done some stone-
work including an inside fireplace and
a two-story chimney Sht evrn dna all
the flue work in the chi

She recruted het mo(hﬂ w help
her get started

The two women placed a lime cap-
sule with their names. ages and com-
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ELIGIBILITY 1s determuned by en.
rollment 1n o acceptance by an ap
proved postsecondan educational in-
sutytion This may be a college or uni
versity. vocational school. technical
school or hospital of school of nurs.

ng .
Requirements and procedures ' for

each of the five different grants are  rea:

as follows
The BASIC EDUCATIONAL OP-
PORTUNITY GRANT PROGRAM

Basic Grants) makes funds available
to ehble students attending approv
ed colleges. commuruly or junior col
leges. vocational school. technical m
stutes  haspital schools of nursing
and other post-high school institutions

In acadernic year 197374, you may
apply for a Basic Grant 1f you are en-
tering an approved postsecondary
educational institution for the [hirst
time, and on a full time basis

Next comes the part which may put
a bruise or two info a parent’'s <cnse
of pnde and secunty

An “application for determination
of expected family cotnbution™” must
be completed and sent to Box B, lowa
Oty. lowa, 524

Applications  should be aralable
from nearby hugh schools post of
fices. state employment offices. coun
1y agnicultural extension agents. col

leges. Talent Scarch and Upward
Bound or by wnting to Box
G. lawa City. lowa. 5280

The next four weeks should bring an
analysis of the amaunt your famuly
could be reasonably expected to con
tribute toward your education

This analysis must be submutted fo
your school. which will calculate the
amount of the Basic Grant you are eli-
gible to receive.

Awarded amounts are based on the
analysis, cost of attendance at your
school and a payment schedule issued
to all approved educational in-
stitutions by the U S Office of Educa-
tion.

The NATIONAL DIRECT STU-
DENT LOAN (NDSL! is for students
mmmhdnhnhhmm
2 participsting postsecondary
mnﬂmm«l-mmm
their educations! expenses.

YOU MAY borrow a total of:

amourt you borrowed
wnder NDSL for your first two years’
stady.
AY

For graduate study. you may bor
row a total of $10,000. which includes
any amount you borrowed under the
program while still an undergraduate

Now here’s the hitch. Because it's 2
loan. it must be paid back. Repay
ment begins mine months after you
graduate or feave school for whatever

SO0~

You have 10 years to pay it back.
Meanwtule. you'll be charged three
percent interest on the unpaid balance
of the loan principal.

Need more time® No payments are
required for up to three years while
you are in the Armed Forces. Peace
Corps or VISTA

THERE ARE loan cancellation pro-
wisions for borrowers who go into cer.
tain fields of teaching or specified mil-
ttary duty Ask a financial aid officer
at your school for specifics

If you have an exceptional financral
necd and wouldn't be able to continue
your education without a grani. you

may apply for the SUPPLEMENTAL
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
GRANT (SFOG! program.

You are eligible to apply f you are
enrolled at least ha!f ime as an under
graduate or vocational studert 1 an
educational inststution partiaipating in

(See HOW TO. nen}(eb

Lottery funds
await claim
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