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editorial opinion

Associations stress involvement

Subdivision associations, a feature of
suburban developments since the outward
movement from central cities began, are
alive and well—at least in Farmington

s.

The Woodbrook Subdivision Associ-
ation in north Farmington Hills has been
keeping a close watch on the activities of
governments which affect residents.
Ptans for developments in the Woodbrook
:::s are brought to the attention of resi-

Area residents

The recession hasn’t meant bad news
for everyone in the Farmington area.

Dr. Don Nichols, chairman of the Or-
chard Ridge campus of Oakland Commu-
-nity College, says enrollment at the Farm-
ington Hills branch has held steady de-
spite the country's economic problems.

Residents who might be working less
because of layoffs or curtailed overtime
seem to have decided to spend their free
time back in school. Nichols says that en-
rollment figures are about the same for
the winter and fall sessions, as opposed to
a history of lower enroliments during the
winter term when compared to the first
registration period.

The Orchard Ridge enrollment shows
that many area residents are making

Student voices

For a group often accused of not rep-
resenting residents, Southficld's school
board has made an impression on the rep-
resentatives of an important part of the
community—the students the district
serves.

Two students appointed to represent
peers before the school board have been
impressed by the trustees' willingness to
listen to their views. One student repre-
sentative, Miss Suzanne Schultz of South-
field-Lathrup High School, said she
feared the step might be tokenism.

“But it hasn't turned out that way."

Not only does the subdivision associ-
ation watch the activities of governments,
it also coordinates such chores as keeping
weeds cut in the subdivision.

Both kinds of activities are impor-
tant. Residents should be aware of and in-
volved in local gover ts. Resid
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also should take an interest in the general
appearance and condition of their neigh-
borhood. An active subdivision associ-
ation, such as Woodbrook, can help in
both areas.

use ‘free’ time

good use of their time. More education
will mean a better life for them and a bet-
ter society when an economic upturn de-
mands the skills they are learning.

And it is specific skills. rather than
general education.” which the Orchard
Ridge students are seeking. Nichols says
many students at the campus are persons
with degrees from other schools who
have enrolled in vocational programs.

There is a place for both the tradition-
al “liberal arts” training and vocational
preparation in the broad educational spec-
trum. The Orchard Ridge campus offers
both, and other residents can’ find mean-
ingful ways to occupy their time by using
the important community resource.

are important

Miss Schultz commented. “*‘They're all re-
ceptive and helpful.” N

Miss Schultz, along with Miss Mary
Beth Cylkowski of Southfield High. have
been impressed with individual members
and the board as a whole. When a school
board can reach students. it shows that
the group indeed does care about the com-
munity.

- The idea of student representation in
board discussions is a good one. The
Southfield school board and the students
involved should be praised for the way in
which the idea has been-implemented.

. Area-wide solutions needed

Hard and fast rules seldom are use-
ful. The Southfield city council might
think about that in future consideration of
issues involving area-wide planning. ~

A discussion of whether the council
should support a Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments (SEMCOG)
study of water pollution included state-
ments about the appropriateness of re-
gional planning and controls.

SEMCOG has been attacked by many
officials as being an attempt to subvert
local authorities. It is important that
agencies such as SEMCOG be watched
closely so they do not' step into areas
which they are not designed to handle.

On the other hand, some problems by
their nature are area-wide. Only solutions

which are area-wide can solve such prob-
lems

Among area-wide problems are pollu-
tion and waste disposal. :How can South-
field end pollution of streams through the
city when somgone upstream insists on
dumping wasté? And without an area-
wide plan. an attempt by Southfield to
find a place to dump garbage merely is
passing the problem on to the community
where dumps are found.

Southfield officials should watch care-
fully that local control of services such as
public safety is maintained. In other
areas, the city should cooperate with re-
gional planning and problem-solving at-
temnpts.

SIGN OF THE TIMES:
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RISING PRICES

. when a strike occurs, the employer

because he usually is put out of business.

temporarily

employe is hurt because he loses wages
fong run, he will gain

the chance that the em-

in operation with non-

OF LATE there has been increased conflict in
a relatively new field. the withholding of services
or striking, by municipal or educational workers

The effect of this conflict gets greater noto-
tiety because when ordinary employes strike. few
of the public are involved. As soon as govern-
mental empiloyes strike the public in general is in-
volved and %0 is the general health. education and
welfare of the community

By law, school teachers are not allowed to
strike. But there aren't very many judges who
have the guts to tell them that
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In all the agonizing hassle about teacher
strikes. a crucial point has got lost in the shuffle
Just why did the Legistature originally pass a
state law prohibiting strikes by public emplayes
including teachers”

The reasons are three One is bad. one 1< only
moderately good: one is very good

1 Because the legislature back when 1t
passed the law forbidding public employe strikes
was controlled by lawmakers who were generally
rural mugwumps. thoroughly opposed to any kind
of union activity In today's times. and particu-
larly with respect to schools i the metropolitan
area. this is simply silly and out of date Teacler
unions are a fact of life: passing laws preventing
their existence simply will not work

2 Public emploves ought to be prohibited
from striking because. as public employes work
for the public at large. there is nobody to bargain
with or strike against

In broad terms this argument has some
sense, a strike by public emploves 15 a strike
against citizens i general. and does not readily
fall within the classical reconciliation of labor and
management interests that the collective bargain
ing process imposes

1n the narrower context of school boards and
teachers, however, school boards are elected to
be the representatives of the local taxpaying pub-
lic: hence the school boards ~re the bargaiming
agent for the public. and the witimate constraint
on the collective bargaiming process is the pub
lic's willingness to pay for schools and teacher sal
aries

3. WHEN TEACHERS strike. the real losers
are the children whose education 1s jerked around
and botched up. but who are not and cannot be
part of the collective bargaining process Th'sis a
thoroughly sensible reason to prohibit teacher
strikes, yet it is a point so far lost in the juvenile
display of emotionalism that has so far character
ized discussions of the problem

What recourse do the children have when
teachers strike? Boycott the classroom” State law
requires their attendance. and anyway a boycott
would be self defeating. Vote against millage”
They cant .

What shall the children do when school
boards become intransigent and refuse to bar-
gain? Urge their parents to vote down millage”
This would not be in their interest, which must be
quality education Run for school board® State
law prohitits candidates for office under 18

What can the children do when the Legisla-
ture fiddles around with an absurd patchwork of
state laws that virtually guarantees teacher
strikes? Vote against the cowardly legislators®
Most school children cannot vote

The teachers have their unions: the public
has its school board; school administrators have
their state association. But what organized group
represents the children? None. Not.only are the
children an mnrgnmd group. but they are pro-
hibited by state law from doing much to protect
interests
The net result in this elaborate minuet of

politics with each interest group claiming
scting in the children's interest is that the
ids get shaft.

It's a damn shame, and 1 think it's high time
teachers and the school boards and the legisla-
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' Public interest must prevail
[
other

3
"\\’hu represents the children?

hand, when lh’e school teachers
Y agreement. if they are unabdle to
s t re severely handicapped in present-
ing their points of view with any kind of muscle

In all things that involve the government, the
public interest must prevail and strikes by school
teachers, lo\: example. certainly dilute their

image of pr and are y dis-
rupive in the educational processes of children

On the
cannot reach
strike they a

[

. A condition for working for the government
should be the agreement the employe will not
his services

On the other hand. an employe must have the
opportunity to present his grievances and ask for
just compensation

THE ONLY TRUE way in which this can hap- -
pen is if the legislature should pass a law requir-
ing binding arbitration in labor disputes involving
governmental workers

In this type of arrangement. if school teach-
ers feel that they are Tt paid adequately. they
can present their case to an impartial panel and
the school district can present its financial case
o the same panel and a reasonable judgment.
binding on both parties. can be made

The teachers would retain their profes-,
sionalism and the important processes of educa-
tion would continue uninterrupted

Under the present system some school teach-
ers and some arbitrary schoo! boards may have
fun in a stnke-baiting situation But the losers are
nnocent people. our children

tors started talking about the real point—the kids
whose educations are bemng ruined

JUST HOW far off the pant discussion of
teacher stnkes has wandered s allustrated by
some comments by Plymouth Education Assoct
ation President Dolly Carter McMaster. reported
n this newspaper last week «The PEA 1s one of
the teacher unons which have decided to support
the Crestwood Iistrict teachers by syvmpathy
strikes of their own. other local untwons which
have agreed to strike inciude Redford Union and
South Redford

“PEA President Dolly Carter McMaster said
she would nat attempt to yustify her actions or
those of members who walk off the job I know
that T am breaking the law and the contract. but
teachers in Plymouth feel that what 1s at stake is
far greater than their own individual security and
vur own individual Jobs

On the 1ssue of what would happen to
Plymouth teachers who did not choose to walk
out. Mrs McMaster smd ~There 1s no legal pum
tive action that the PEA can take against people

who are abiding by the™Contract 1t's as simple as
that However. life can be made hell for them ™
When the thinking of supposedly responsible
adults gets that twasted. ts it any wonder that we
all have good cause to be saddenced and angered
at whet's happening to our children today®
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Your ecology calendar i

Ecology-minded who  Newspapers should be tied in _® LATHRUP VILLAGE-At the
Mwu:tnm,hmksnrms- tundies with heavy string ¢ rope Public Services Building, 19101
papers [or recycling may use o secured in heavy paper bags.  Twelve Mile Road. adjacent to the
R P s, vormgily o ELD 1 e o LY e 162 m-2 b by volum
To 3 . 20000 at Ten am.-2 pm volun-
wash mum' ';E a-ﬂ;esw Mile. one block east teers the first Saturday of each
metal and rom of T 3
fam separate gas by o m;y: PW Yard, 4635 ¢ BIRMINGHAM-Daily news.
color. Rochester Road, from 9 am. to pickup with regular trash.
To prepare cans, clean only. fnoon on the first and third Satur- pers must be bundied -
Paper need not be removed. day of each month.



