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“Bob Kipper writes
Board decorum arrives

OAKLAND COUNTY-See the 27
county commissioners, sitling neatly
‘" l-im!d seats, concentraling only

the business at hand
“must not chat among them-
ugh, gossip, roam aboul the
auditorium at will, make (sces at one
another or in any way upset the deco-
rum of the board meeting.

They can talk to members of the
public who attend the meeting be-
cause the public can't, after all. be al-
lowed to co-mingle with elected offi-
cials. not during a board meeting

I commissioners want to introduce
legislation, there will be no rabble-
rousing or speech-making. They will
subemit their proposal in writing to the
county clerk. who will in tum read
the proposal to the board

Commissioners must never speak

longer than 10 minutes without special
permission and shouldn't discuss per-
sonalitics: it's not nice When voling
takes place they must be in their
scats like good commissioners.
- 1If they're naughty and don't attend
committee meetings. the chairman of
the board will assume their seats and
voting privileges  Those whando at-
tend committee meetings can't leave
without permussion from the com-
mittee chairman

AND THE PRESS corps

No longer will they be free fo ramp-
ape board and commutiee meelings.
tempting commissioners to dis.
traction. upsctting the solemnity of a
board meeting with their uhnpcrrd
questions and the sound of their pens
ceratching on note pads

Why. 1f you let members of the
press run free they get themselves—
and commussioners—nto all sorts of
trouble Best confine them. hke com
mssioners o assigned seats  Look.
hear. wave but never touch or ques-
tion the commissioners when a meet-
ng 15 0 progress

YES, STARTING this year. things
may be different at the twice-monthly
county board mecungs  Threatened
are the unruly days when commission-
ers could cast their votes fram any
place in the auditnrium. when the pub-
lic and commussinners could converse
openly. when unauthorized memos
could pass wantonly ameng commis-
sioners

Decorum has arnved!

At least ot threatens lo

WEBSTER'S POCKET dictionary
defines decorum as' “Propriety and

m of words, dress and con-
That seems to be the watchword of

bers of the county press corp for their
behavior recently.

1 approved. the new rules will
bring in all these changes The pro-
posed rules, however, {ail to cover aII
aspects of commissioner and reporter
behavior, leaving certain matters.
heaven forbid. to their own judgment

For instance, cAn commissioners
continue to slouch in their seats if
they desire and place their leet up
over the chair in front of them? Can
colfee be guiped during meetings or
should 1t now be sipped? Once the offi-
cial meeting is gaveled to a close, are
reporters [ree to tackie commission:
ers with their pent-up questions™

A BETTER qurslmn 1sn't decorum
beside the

-One expects d«'ﬂmm in a church or
a library. One asks for more-from a

ent body Tt can be orderly
and well-mannered but it must be ef

fective and representative Sometimes
government warks best with a little
sportaneity. noise and confusion
1 doutn 1f anyone cares if elected of -
ficials or reporters conduct them
sclves always like ladies and gentle-
men as long as they tend honestly to
the job at hand No one should regret
a stormy. disorganized meeting f it
lishes somet) What 1s regr
ettable is stalling legistation or chok.
ing off debate in the interest of man.
ners

While some Democratic commission-
ors oppase the new rules because they
see them as an attempt by the major:
fty party to bétter control things
there seems to be more offense taken
to the language of the rules

It seems condescending to some
commissioners and reporters to be
told how tn act

One commissioner called the new
rules “kid's stuff”* and demeamng for
dulyclected officials

Commussioner Bermard Lennon of
Ferndale, however. put it best

He said much of the language 1n the
new rules sounded more ke a Boy
Scout handbook than a plan for grown
men and women to follow

Dr. Gordon named

Country Day head

Dr Clayton H Gordon of Birming-
ham. a board member since 1971, has
been clected chairman of the board of
trustees of Detron Country Day
School (DCDS)

Dr. Gordon ongmated the DCDS
Tervus Club and serves as its presi
dent. He also was responsible for cre-
ating an emergency: medical serviee
plan for Country Day

He is presently a serior attending
surgeon at William BeaunontHospita!
in Royal Oak and St Joseph Mercy
Hospital in Pontiac and has a pnvate
practice in Birmingham

Dr Gordon received his under
graduate degree from the University
of Michigan in 194 and graduated
from the U of M Medical School in
1950. He served his residency at Ui
versity Hospltal and was seniot chii-
cal instructor |n surgery from 195657
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Dr Gordon <erved in the U S
Navy Reserve (USNRn 18445 and
in 1933-35 he was a heutenant 1n the
USNR Medical Corps. attached to the
Atantic Fleet B

HE 1S AN honorary trusted anl)
pasT president of the boatd of
trustees of the South Oakland Branch
of the Michigan Cancer Foundation
founder of the Detroit Institate of
Afts a member of the Oakland: Coun
ty and State Medical Societies  the
Acadrmy of Surgery of Detrot. Amer
ican Board of Surgery. American Col
iege of Surgeons and T A Coller Sur
gical Society

Dr Gordon 1 also past viee presi
dent of Friends of Qakland University
Labrary. belongs to Alpha Tau Omega
fratermity and NEN medical frater
nty

He and 15 wife. Grace, Live in Bir
mingham and ha daughter Susan
and two sons, Peter and John. both of
whom are graduates of DCDS

Dr Gordan's late father. Dr John
H Gordon. was a practicing physician
and surgeon for many vcars in the Bir
mingham and Pontac areas
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